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Message to our Members: OC MS

SICC is a non for profit community organization delivering

child, youth and family programs in Far North Queensland..

Welcome to the 6™ Edition of the RAATSICC Focus. The October to December quarter, was a buz of activity for the RAATSICC
Team. All new service agreements were signed, which resulted in the review of all position packages and the alignment of the PD’s
to the new investment specifications. This was crucial for the organisation as in November RAATSICC rolled out its largest
recruitment round in its history. | am also pleased to announce that after 12 months in the acting

CEO position, RAATSICC Management offered me a 12 month contract as the official CEO of
RAATSICC, which | accepted. RAATSICC also held a successful Members Forum and AGM, under the
revised constitution and a new board was elected. The results are as followed: President: Stuart
Marquardt, Vice President: Louisa Miskin, Treasurer: Peterson Opio, Secretary: Emma Schuh,
Non-Executive Management Committee Member: Paula Neal, Non-Executive Management
Committee Member: VACANT. The end of the quarter RAATSICC held a Organisational and Program
Induction forum for all new staff, which ensured that staff were fully aware of the organisation and the
programs prior to their commencement in January 2015.

Unfortunately there was an extremely traumatic and sad end to 2014, where 8 children lost their lives.
This event affected not only our staff, but the whole State, especially the communities of Cairns, NPA
and the Torres Strait. RAATSICC in partnership with various Government Agencies and

Non- Government Agencies , especially Wuchopperen Health Service and Apunipima Cape York Health
Council collectively provided support and assistance to the immediate and extended families. This response will continue well into
2015 to ensure all affected families are supported in the most respectful manner.

Overall RAATSICC had an extremely productive and successful year, considering the circumstances. | am very pleased with all the
efforts from all the staff, especially the senior mangers, Karen Roger, Larissa Walker and Peter Pilot. Next year our focus will be on
PRODUCTIVITY and ACHIEVING QUALITY OUTCOMES.

Emma Schat

Chief Executive Officer.

ARE SAFE, RESILIENT AND EMPOWERED”



http://www.vision6.com.au/ch/48560/1734n/1874326/5ba33rnt2.html

CAFS FORUM, DECEMBER 2014

The RAATSICC Community Awareness, Resource and
Support Unit organised a forum for child and family
support workers and other human service providers in
Cairns in December 2014.

Workers came from Napranum, Cairns, Cooktown,
Atherton, Yarrabah, Torres Strait, Coen and NPA and took part in
a range of professional development activities.

Topics covered included:
¢ Child Protection Reforms
¢ Child Protection Act

Cooktown Early Intervention ¢ Domestic Violence Act
Network (CEIN) members were ¢ The Office of the Public Guardian
lucky enough to get a tour of ¢ Worker Self-Care
the newly completed Cape York ¢  Early Childhood playgroups and resources
Family Centre with CYFC staff, ¢ Apunipima Maternal Child Health and Mens Programs
Oriel and Max in November Thank you everyone for your contributions and commitment to
2014. working with our children, youth and families.
Oriel let the group know that
the centre should be ready to
welcome their first families to
the centre in January 2015.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
2014-2015

President STUART MARQUARDT
Vice-President LOUISA MISKIN
Secretary EMMA SCHUH

Become a member today... and help make the change your want to
see in the lives of your children, families and in your community!!/




Tips for quiding children through tragedy

Local police, other government and
community agencies are working closely to
provide support to vulnerable people in our
communities.

A death, in particular a traumatic death,
may leave children feeling insecure and
vulnerable to overexposure of information
more suited to adult maturity.

As their maturity and understanding of the
world is still developing and coming into
focus, it is easy for them to develop
exaggerated fears and distorted beliefs of
their own safety and security.

What is important is that parents and
caregivers guide their children through this
time by considering the world through
children’s eyes.

As parents and guardians we want to
protect our children from sadness. So
sometimes we can avoid addressing the
issue directly.

Unfortunately it is unavoidable that
sadness and death will be apart of
children’s lives at times. In realising this,
children can be guided in a way that can
build their understanding and acceptance
of these difficult aspects of life.

Therefore things to consider are:

o Check with your child if they have
heard about the tragedy and what they
understand about it. You might be
surprised what they will come back with.

® You need to understand what they are
thinking so you can guide them.
Remember  children have  powerful
imaginations. The combination of low
levels of security and high levels of
traumatic activity can see children imagine
and dream frightening and confronting
events and stories.

e Be honest with children about the
incident. While parents want to protect
children, telling them non truths will only
confuse them and will ultimately add further
complications and possible trust issues
within the family.

e Being honest with them doesn’t mean
they need to know all aspects surrounding
the incident. Its truthful to say we will know
more as time goes on.

e |f children ask difficult questions j

to say “l don’t know why”. If
come back later with

e The use of the word “dead” is best.
The explanation for what it means is
usually best couched in terms of ,“their
body has stopped working and they don’t
feel or think anymore”

e (Questions children have should be
answered in an age appropriate way and in
no more in depth than what is being asked
for. Children will likely ask more in depth
questions as they grow older and their
understanding and maturity grows. Don’t
be tempted to over answer what may be a
simple question.

e Parents are teachers as well as
nurturers and as tough as it feels, children
should be taught what death is. When
explaining it use gentle questions to get a
clear picture of what they understand.

e Take proactive actions that remind
children that they are secure, safe and
loved. Having family and friends around
them for the coming weeks can help.

e Don’t transfer your anxiety to them. Let
them experience normality with some
additional love from their family.

e Try to maintain usual routines to
reinforce the message of security where
possible.

e Monitor their access to social media as
it can present damaging view points.

e Don’t overexpose children to adult
conversations or TV. They are more likely
to be negatively effected by over exposure.
If your child exhibits prolonged
behaviours such as fear and anxiety
you should consider engaging your GP
or health care worker for a referral to a
specialist service.
For additional support services, contact:
Life Line 1311 44
Kids Help Line 1800 55 1800
Parent Line 1300 30 1300
Special thanks go to Tony Campbell, Chief
Executive Officer of Supportlink for
providing the above information and tips for
families.
Anyone with information which could
assist with this matter should contact
ile Stoppers anonymously via 1800
r crimestoppers.com.au 24hrs



http://qld.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc40de864c611dd173a42d2ea&id=9246214bdc&e=e5a5ac0f58
http://qld.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bc40de864c611dd173a42d2ea&id=652000df80&e=e5a5ac0f58
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SAVE THE DATE: £
Child & Family Support
Forum,
23-27 March 2011}
(TBC - Torres Straits)

UPCOMING EVENTS

JANUARY
26 Survival Day / Australia Day/ Day of Mourning / Invasion Day

FEBRUARY
13 National Apology Day

8 March 2015

MARCH Make it Happen

INATIONAL

playgroup

WK

oxfam.org.au/closethegap 23 -29 March 2015
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