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ACTIVITY: Who’s on your team

Activity idea

In this activity, students work in small groups to select a 6-member disaster response team from a set of 12 biography cards. 

By the end of this activity, students should be able to: 
· better understand the consequences of a volcanic eruption – on people and on infrastructure
· discuss the most important needs for people after a volcanic eruption
· discuss the utilities that would be given priority for restoration after an eruption
· better understand the key personnel required to help manage the consequences of a volcanic eruption in their city, town or rural area.
 
Introduction/background notes
What you need 
What to do
Discussion questions
Biography cards

[bookmark: Introduction]Introduction/background

Since New Zealand sits on the boundary of the Pacific and Indo-Australian tectonic plates, it is not surprising that volcanoes are such a characteristic part of New Zealand’s landscape. In such a volcanic region, what would happen if a volcano did erupt in a populated area of New Zealand? Would we be ready? 

In this exercise, students select a team of 6 experts from a set of 12 biography cards. They are asked to pick the 6 people they feel would make up the best team to predict and prepare a city or town before and after a volcanic eruption. The DEVORA project in Auckland is an example of such a team. 

After a volcanic eruption, the restoration of service facilities is essential both for an efficient emergency response and for daily living. Facilities that could be affected by an eruption include transport (road, rail, sea and air), telecommunications (computers, telephones, television and radio), energy (gas and electricity) and the health sector (water supply, waste disposal and hospitals). 

An eruption could destroy houses and other buildings, block roads and cut off water, sewerage, power and communication systems. Total destruction would occur at the centre of the volcanic eruption.

See the articles Determining Auckland’s volcanic risk, Exercise Ruaumoko and Auckland’s volcanoes for more background information for this activity.
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Copies of biography cards
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1. As a class, watch the video clips DEVORA and Future explosions in Auckland.

2. Brainstorm and discuss the priorities of the DEVORA project along the 3 themes Dr Jan Lindsay discusses – geological, hazard and risk.

3. As a class, brainstorm and discuss the priorities of a disaster response team or operations centre:
· Before eruption – early warning based on scientific information; evacuation of affected areas.
· After eruption – keeping people safe; looking after life, then law and order, then utilities; restoration of service facilities such as energy, water, transportation, energy and telecommunications.

4. Have students work in small groups (3–4 students) and hand out a set of biography cards to each group. Explain that each group represents an expert panel whose task is to assemble a 6-person team from the 12 biography cards given. The team will be responsible for:
· predicting volcanic eruptions
· preparing New Zealanders for a volcanic eruption
· responding to an eruption after it has happened.

5. Ask each group to read each card, discuss the individuals and then select the 6 members of their disaster response team. They must be able to justify their choices to the class.

6. Provide an opportunity for each group to feed back to the class and discuss. If appropriate, come up with an agreed disaster response team for the whole class based on these discussions.
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· What criteria did you use to make your decisions?
· Do you need any additional information? If so, what kind of information would be helpful?
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! BOB FARRYL
RADIO BROADCASTER

28 YEARS OLD

Bob is an experienced broadcaster who seeks out the facts
and reports them accurately and honestly. He is a popular
and capable news broadcaster who works on both television
and radio. He is able to fix most types of
telecommunications equipment himself.
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2 : TERRY BJORKLAND
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER
37 YEARS OLD

Terry can repair anything electrical, but also has a detailed
understanding of the city’s power supply infrastructure. He is
the ‘go to guy’ for any power supply faults and failure. In the
10 years that he has been responsible for maintaining power
supply in the lower North Island, there have been no power
outages, despite frequent earthquakes.
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JAYNE GOWER
TRANSPORT ADVISOR
43 YEARS OLD

Jayne works as a government advisor in sea, air, road and
rail transportation. She has detailed knowledge of the area’s
complex transport network, knows all its trouble spots and
knows how to fix them in order to keep all forms of
transportation running smoothly. She volunteered her time
in the recent Australian tsunami.

* WIREMU LAING
LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL
54 YEARS OLD

Wiremu has been working for local government for 30 years
and is an expert in local water, power and transport
infrastructure. He knows who to call, what to ask for and
how to talk to them to keep all systems running smoothly.
He has many overseas contacts due to his long career in
local government.
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STEGE SERGIO
DOCTOR

52 YEARS OLD

Stege has wide experience in many fields of medicine but
has specialised in emergency medicine. She currently runs
the country’s largest emergency department. She is well
respected for her total dedication to her job as well as her
skills.
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IVAN BILDON

CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
38 YEARS OLD

Ivan can design, build and repair anything from a shed to a
30-storey skyscraper. He has extensive knowledge in
excavation. He also manages multiple teams of construction
workers on many sites at the same time.
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JENI WONG
PILOT

25 YEARS OLD

Jeni has been a pilot since she was 19. She has flown
international flights in trouble spots around the world for
Red Cross. Jeni can fly anything from a microlight to a
jumbo jet and has piloted many rescue operations. She is
able to fly in extreme conditions, including poor visibility.
She has some experience in repairing and maintaining
aeroplanes.
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JIM HALLIDAY

BULLDOZER DRIVER
62 YEARS OLD

Jim is an excavation expert and can use a bulldozer with
pinpoint accuracy. He works quickly and efficiently. He
recently spent time clearing the rubble in collapsed buildings
after the devastating earthquake in China.
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BRAD PYTT
POLICE/TRAFFIC OFFICER

43 YEARS OLD

Brad has been the most senior officer in the city’s police
force for the last 8 years. Since his appointment to this job,
the crime rate in the city has plummeted to its lowest level
in 60 years. Theft, burglary and violent crime are now
almost non-existent due to his unparalleled expertise. He
has been nicknamed ‘Action Man’.
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ENRIQUO BROWN

(o{0]0] ¢
35 YEARS OLD

Enriquo can create delicious meals for 2 or 2,000 out of any
available ingredients. He is the caterer of choice for the
City’s largest functions. He is fully booked for the next 28
months.
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JAN STEAP
SCIENTIST — RESEARCHING VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS

48 YEARS OLD

Jan is New Zealand’s leading research scientist on
volcanoes. Jan has been studying New Zealand’s volcanic
fields for 30 years and is widely respected internationally.
She understands the geology, the hazards and the risks of
volcanic eruptions in great detail. Jan has accurately
predicted the last 5 volcanic eruptions in New Zealand, in
sufficient time to allow evacuation of all people in the
affected area.
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HARVEY CHARLES

= AMBULANCE PARAMEDIC

-
@ 46 YEARS OLD
7\

Harvey is well trained in first-on-the-scene medical support.
He has obtained the highest qualifications possible. Harvey

[} o
+ o is a stockcar racer in the weekends and recently took out
O the title of New Zealand Stock Car Driver of the Year -
- useful skills for an ambulance driver.
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