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Our great forests of Tane-mahuta hold a

treasure trove of fungi (hekaheka), many
only found in Aotearoa. Certain kinds of
fungi were traditionally valued by Maori,
like awheto (vegetable caterpillar) which
was burned and used to make ink for
ta moko / tattooing.
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Fungi, plants, and animals live together
and all have important roles to play in
our ecosystem. Fungi like hakeke feed
on dead wood causing it to rot and
returning its nutrients to the soil.

Sadly, some fungi have lost their place to
live or have been affected by other
changes and are now rare. Protection of
Tane-mahuta is important for all his
descendants - the fungi, animals, and plants.
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‘ To download a copy of our bilingual
teacher guide or a student booklet in te reo

and learn more about nga hekaheka, see:
— https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/news/
ancestral-knowledge-in-the-classroom/
‘ Manaaki Whenua
Landcare Research
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