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	Activity idea

In this activity, ākonga explore animals of interest to them or of local relevance to their rohe or local area. They are encouraged to look beyond the generic features of the animal to consider local mātauranga and/or other local connections.

By the end of this activity, students should be able to:
· choose an animal of personal or local interest
· use literacy skills to locate information about the animal species or group of animals, including local mātauranga
· become a local expert about the animal
· chose a mode to communicate their findings.
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For teachers

Introduction/background

Aotearoa New Zealand is rich in animal life – from tiny pepeketua and giant wētāpunga to ngā manu a Tānemahuta and ngā ika a Tangaroa. Some of these animals are unique to particular locations, and many feature in local narratives.

Animals help us to connect to place and community. Within Aotearoa, animals also whakapapa to ngā atua and some act as kaitiaki – spiritual guardians – to particular hapū. 

The articles Māori knowledge of animals and Māori ethical ideas and the interactives within the articles provide a brief introduction to some ao Māori concepts associated with animal species.

Questions

There are numerous avenues for exploration with the topic Tell me about an animal or group of animals from Aotearoa that is of interest to you. Use some of the following questions to guide, broaden or refine the task.

· What is your local habitat – urban, marine, agricultural, native forest?
· What are some of the animals that live in this habitat? (Remember, animals can include insects and reptiles and amphibians as well as birds and fish.)
· Are there animals unique to your area? (Some creatures are quite localised to specific locations.)
· Are there animals specially adapted to live in your local habitat?
· Are there animals that you encounter on a regular basis?
· Are there endangered species in your area?
· Are there migratory species in your area?
· Are there species featured in local stories or artwork – for example, logos, crests or carvings?
· Are there whakapapa connections between local hapū and animals?
· Does your whānau have special connections with an animal – for example, through conservation work or personal encounters?
· Does the animal or its behaviours feature in whakataukī?
· Are there questions that you have and would like to pursue?

Gathering resources

The following resources provide brief introductions to Māori knowledge about a selected sample of animal species indigenous to Aotearoa. 

Look for useful links to other online resources at the end of each article:
· Māori knowledge of animals
· Kurī
· Kiore
· Ngā manu a Tānemahuta (featuring pīwakawaka, tūī, kererū, rūrū, kōtare, tītī and toroa) 
· Ngā ika a Tangaroa (featuring makō and tohorā)
· Ngārara – te aitanga a Punga
· Te aitanga pepeke

Reporting the findings

Invite ākonga to use their scientific, cultural, personal and linguistic knowledge to report their findings. Choose a format that suits individual students, student groups or an aspect of the curriculum that you wish to cover.

Extension ideas

The following activities are literacy based and use the resources listed above:
· Māori knowledge of animals – comprehending texts
· Māori knowledge of animals – crossword puzzles

Māori knowledge of animals – provocative questions also includes written or multi-modal responses to provocative questions involving animals in Aotearoa.
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