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	Activity idea

In this activity, students consider nine statements regarding cats and the freedom to roam and decide if the statements are personally acceptable or unacceptable.

By the end of this activity, students should be able to:
· read a variety of statements about cats and their movements
· consider the language used to write the statements
· consider the positive and negative implications of cats wandering freely
· consider te ao Māori concepts and perspectives
· consider the ethics of allowing cats to wander freely
· arrange the statements as personally acceptable or unacceptable
· consider what the arrangement shows about their perception of animals
· justify why they’ve arranged the statements as acceptable or unacceptable.
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For teachers

Introduction/background

This activity is designed to initiate discussion about animal ethics using cats as the context. It encourages students to think about their perception of animals.

Use this activity to provide space for students to contemplate and sort their individual views.

Instructions for the activity and the statement cards are in the student handout.

Once students have decided which of the statements are acceptable or unacceptable, they can use the diamond ranking activity to further filter or prioritise their viewpoints. It uses the same statements and the student handout has resource links students can use to help to further inform their thinking and responses.
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1. Read the statements on the following page and think about: 
· how the statements are written and whether there are words that make you feel a certain way
· how your own perceptions and experiences with cats or other animals influence your decisions
· te ao Māori concepts and perspectives like whakapapa, mana and mauri.

2. Cut the statements into the nine individual cards.

3. Draw a line across the middle of a piece of paper.

4. Arrange the statements you find acceptable above the line and those that are unacceptable below the line.

5. While arranging the statements, mentally justify your decisions for each placement. What does this arrangement show about your perception of animals?

6. Share your decisions with another person.

7. Discuss your choices while considering their point of view.

8. After the discussion, consider where you’ve placed your statements. Will they stay in the same place or have you modified your thinking?
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	Cats should be able to roam freely. It’s their natural behaviour and they need to roam to establish and protect their territory around their places.
	Cats should be restricted to their owner’s property and not allowed into other people’s places. They have cat fights and dig up plants in people’s gardens. They also use gardens as toilets, and people who do not own cats worry about catching diseases.

	Cats can be useful as they keep the rodent populations down, meaning that people do not have to put out traps to catch rodents, especially in lifestyle blocks and on farms. These cats could be fed by the owners of these properties.
	Roaming cats are a concern for environmental protection and conservation. Some become feral and survive by catching native animals (birds, reptiles and invertebrates). Feral cats are expert ferocious hunters, which is deadly for our native wildlife in parks and reserves.

	There will always be cats who are not cared for in a home. Organisations should be set up to feed them regularly in a place where they congregate and form a cat colony. People who do this work can check for sick cats and get them treated.
	All cats should be desexed unless the owner is running a reputable breeding programme. Enforcing this will mean there are fewer unwanted kittens and cats, reducing the chances of cats being dumped in the countryside or fringes of cities.

	All cats should be kept inside their owner’s home. If owner wants to let their cat out, the cat should be on a leash like a dog.
	All cats should be kept inside. If people want to own a cat, they need to build a catio and have a litter box for their cat.

	All cats should be registered and have a chip inserted. Cats that are found outside can then be caught, returned to their owner and their owner fined. Unchipped cats will be euthanised.
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