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Activity idea
In this activity, ākonga use a template to make a 3D model of a freshwater kōura. Making a physical model enables ākonga to observe its physical features.

By the end of this activity, ākonga should be able to:
· construct a model of a kōura using a template pattern
· name some of the physical structures of kōura
· discuss the purpose of the physical structures
· discuss the benefits and limitations of the model.

For teachers

Introduction/background

Freshwater kōura have specific structures and behaviours that enable them to feed and stay safe within their dynamic freshwater environments. Their structural and behavioural adaptations are listed in the article Freshwater kōura.

What do to

1. Use the article Freshwater kōura for background information on kōura, their habitats, roles within the ecosystem and adaptations for life in freshwater environments.
 
2. Use the activity Labelling the freshwater kōura to name and identify some of their physical features (optional).

3. Hand out copies of the freshwater kōura template for review.

4. Use highlighters to circle the names of the physical features identified on the template.

5. Discuss the purposes of the physical features and how they help kōura feed and protect themselves.

6. Observe and discuss the graphic details included in the template’s physical features.

7. Discuss any differences between the names used to label the features on the template and those used in the labelling activity (optional).

8. Identify similarities and differences between the online model and the paper model (optional).

9. Use the template to construct models of the kōura.

10. Once complete, use a ruler to measure the length of the kōura. Discuss the model’s size compared to the average sizes of living kōura.

11. Discuss the benefits and limitations of the model: 
· What have ākonga learned by making the model?
· What questions do ākonga have about kōura as a result of making the model?
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