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Freshwater animal species – views and values 

Cut out the statements and place them on the graphic organiser according to your values and views. There are no right or wrong answers. 

All creatures have mana and 

are of value 

It’s up to experts like the 

Department of Conservation to 

look after species 

Introduced species, like sport 

fish, add value to lakes and 

rivers 

We value and protect species 

like kiwi and kea because they 

are cuter than fish 

Koi carp and gold clams are so 

widespread it’s not worth the 

effort to control them 

Fishing connects people to place 

and shared practices, passing 

on knowledge 

Native freshwater species have 

more value than introduced 

species 

Fish, kōura and other kai 

species are for us to catch 

whenever we wish 

Trout and Chinook salmon are 

introduced species that disrupt 

natural ecosystems 

Iwi and local groups need to be 

included in freshwater resource 

decisions 

Morihana (introduced wild 

goldfish) is a designated taonga 

species and should be protected 

We should focus on ‘fixing’ 

ecosystems rather than 

individual species 
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