Planting Flag in Pacific Palisades

PAGE 3

CHARLES
CRUMPLEY

Voltage Shocker

Orthopedic surgeon Leonel
Hunt learned the hard way that
when conducting business from
afar, details can get lost in trans-
lation.

Hunt, 43, and brother neuro-
surgeon Gabriel, 44, both doctors
at L.A’s Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center, have been upgrading a
hospital in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
—adding an emergency room,
intensive care unit and operating
rooms — for the past couple of

years. That means periodic trips
to Africa and weekly phone calls
to discuss loads of supplies being
shipped there.

The Hunts recently sent the
hospital about 50 intravenous
pumps but later got an email say-
ing none of them worked.

“What do you mean? They’re
practically brand-new,” Leonel
Hunt said he wrote back, con-
fused and flustered.

But when his brother made a
trip to the hospital last month,
Gabriel Hunt discovered that the
pumps just needed to be convert-
ed to a different voltage.

“We were about to throw away
50 pumps and thousands of dol-
lars because they weren’t using a
converter,” said Leonel Hunt,
laughing.

In the end, he was
happy there was a sim-
ple fix. And the Hunts
learned they have to be
explicit about things
that might seem intu-
itive.
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Helping Hand: Leonel Hunt
with orphan in Ethiopia.

“It’s frustrating at times, but
you can’t get upset,” Leonel Hunt
said. “It's the first (hospital) of its
kind in the country. We take things
for granted.”
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