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| fg; %ff; In June, I was lucky enough to travel to Japan as part of the
et Leadership Network’s first Offshore Hui for 2019. For the 16
= Leadership Network members, the purpose of the trip was

trifold — to expand our Asia knowledge, develop our
leadership skills and expand our networks and connections.

A HUGE thank you to the Asia New Zealand Foundation for
' e the opportunity to participate in this Hui - it was my first
A time in Asia and [ couldn't have asked for a better place to

j visit or a better group to travel with!

oy s ,.y‘: >R — Q As an art history student, I found myself trying to make

sense of Japan in a visual way so I've looked at the trip as if
['ve been looking at a painting. What follows is a report of
my personal highlights :).
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Tane: yakamurn

On the Saturday of the trip, we made our way to
Yokomura Eco-lodge, situated in Uenohara (about
an hour or so out of central Tokyo). On the way,
we had lunch at Hayari Terrace, a small
restaurant famous for making its own sausages.
At Yokomura, our Hui officially began with an
icebreaker session led by Alice and Nina. Our
overnight stay at the lodge helped us to get to
know one-another and really set the tone for the
rest of the trip. Saturday afternoon presented us
with an opportunity to relax and take in the
beautiful surroundings.

T exture: food

That night, we were treated to an eight-course
dégustation meal prepared by chef Ozawa-san.
Using locally-sourced seasonal produce, he
cooked up a literal feast for the team. The
meal was accompanied by insightful
commentary on Japanese food culture from the
amazing Sachie Nomura. The different flavours,
textures and tastes of the food were brought to
life by Sachie's thoughts - [ really appreciated
the emphasis placed on hospitality in Japanese
culture, a value which is important within my
own Pasifika culture.
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o "Wake up call” (Sachie) o "Make [emonade if youre given lemons” (Luke)

o "Inpulseto impact” (Alex) o Name/privilege/home - “lift up those who have been [eft

o "Remévingthe veil of ignarance’ (Rob) behind” (Alice)

° "u»\c)ersfahdib\(, your n\ulﬁ—facefec) sef f ' (A’ | a»\) ° "Creaﬁl\(, spaces where PQOP' e can learn’ ("\argie)

o "We dont have all the answers” (Corey) o Navigating a system that wasn't made for me/sharing

o "Credting a mew story for New Zedland’ (Lena) this experience with the people [ love (Serena)

o "We get 50 caught up with inndvation that we forget o "(alling people out who think they are abéve others”
about what we can do now’ (Breccan) (Sheannon)

o "We have to be apart of the systen 1o change it’ o Liftingthe achievement of our Maori students/bridging

(Josh) the generational language gap (Will)

HHH
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ine. Trains

[ was also fascinated by ‘lines’ on the
trip (it's a strange one [ know, I blame it
en my "artistic sensitivities” a.k.a.
weirdness) - the most obvious
expression of this element for me were
the train lines.

Tokyo's' meticulous and efficient train
network served to connect us with the
places we visited - travelling on the
train was an experience in itself. (The
stories-are true folks: they really were
on timel)

Sha’ﬂe: Mt Tnkaa

Under the guidance of Rob (and his legit pdf itinerary),
Sunday afternoon saw the group hiking up Mount
Takao in Hachigji. I put this excursion under ‘'shape’
because 1) mountains form suchra pretty shape and 2)
it showed me that I'm pretty out of shape. There was
more to Mount Takao than hiking though, and those
of 'us who stayed near the foot of the mountain were
able to explore shops, restaurants, museums and other
attractions..

Eventually, Nina, Serena and I decided to take the
cable car up and walk the’shortest route back down.
I'm so glad we did! It was amazing and allowed us to

reflect on the trip thus far.
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We dived 5o deep that | didnt even take any photos.
Mild consolation: this is post-deep dive, on the way
to dinner. Corey’s in the centre of the shot. Sweet.
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For Serioys (ookle Munchers

Monday was probably the busiest day of the Hui, filled with meetings and
briefings. It started off with a seminar at Peaceboat, an NGO dedicated to
raising awareness about peace, human rights and sustainable
development. We then visited Cookie Time and chatted to Jason about the
success of the business in Tokyo (the store was located in Harajuku, which
means it was #litandlegit). A group of us then visited Meiji Jingu and saw
the huge torii gate. It was wonderfull!.

A boat, a cookie and a shrine - [ wondered where the connection might lie.
Then it struck me how symbolic each 'object’ was - Cookie Time as a Kiwi
business, a symbol of New Zealand; the Meiji shrine as a symbol of
modern Japan; and Peaceboat as a symbol of peace and cooperation. It
reminded me of the Asia New Zealand Foundation's work that seeks to
build on the symbolism and spirit of cooperation - in connecting Kiwis
with Asia, and connecting us Leadership Network members with one
another through this trip.
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It seems a trivial thing to place our time at the Embassy under
‘characters’ but Monday evening was characterised by the people I
encountered - from Deputy Head of Mission Dom Walton-France
(who had spent time in Tonga so he was uncle Dom by the end of
the night #islandflex) and our Tokyo-based Leadership Network
members (an AMAZING bunch) to the Kiwis living and working in
Tokyo - it was great to connect with everyone and see so many of
our people doing well in Japan! (#justkiwithings)

[ don't think I've ever conversed so intensely with people in my life
before though - I appreciated the opportunity to network and learn
more about networking by observing fellow Hui participants in
action (I'm looking at you, Josh. Too good my bro).

Thanks to the New Zealand Embassy for hosting us, it was an
honour!
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We had a free morning on our last day in Tokyo
together as a group. I took the opportunity to visit the
Ota Memorial Museum of Art in Shibuya, a small
museum which specialises in the display of ukiyo-e or
woodblock prints from the Edo period (17th-19th
centuries).

It was beyond amazing. I have no adequate words. I just

really appreciated the opportunity to view the artworks

[ was studying in person - what a treat! Thanks to Luke,

Alex, Nina and Serena for tagging along as well, it was
SO nice to have people to go with!
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To/(ya \ u/here e Sahg N uNiSon

A final highlight of the Hui was our singing! Each time we visited an organisation, we sang a song to show
appreciation to our hosts, as is customary in te ao Maori. Our stay at Yokomura felt like a mini music camp as we
practised singing waiata classics Te Aroha and E Toru Nga Mea. The power of singing together cannot be overstated
and for me, reflecting on the Hui a little while later, it still amazes me how such a diverse group of people who had
never spent time together before managed to sing so beautifully in unison.

You could put it down to the shared understanding that as members of the Leadership Network, we were
representing New Zealand whilst abroad in Asia, and a huge part of being a Kiwi is embracing Maori tikanga. Or to
the realisation that this kind of experience doesn't come around often - we really were out there just 'living our best

lives'. Or maybe, as with our judo session, there were some secret recording artists in our midst (ask Luke FYI).

I tend to read too deeply into situations though (#lowkeyTMI) so I'd like to think there was a more subtle reason.
Maybe it was that spirit of cooperation and connection, a spirit which, in all its generosity and possibility, grew into
something more during the trip: friendship. This was probably the greatest highlight for me!

All in all the Japan Hui was an amazing experience. I learned a tonne, laughed too much and met some awesome
people. Thanks again to the Asia New Zealand Foundation for taking me along!!



