Create a process for Extreme

Risk Protection Orders

Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPOs)
are civil, not criminal, court orders that
temporarily remove firearms from
individuals during suicidal crises and
intense periods of high risk, presenting
an effective tool to save lives.

The Facts

o Firearms account for over half of

suicide deaths'

o 85-90% of suicide attempts with a firearm
AR o fatal??

7= For every 22 ERPOs issued, one suicide
U= s prevented*

AFSP Recommendations

* Establish a process for ERPOs,
including emergency orders to
immediately remove the firearm
from an individual at risk

* Set a high standard for securing an
order and provide for due process
protections, including penalties for
violations

¢ Include requirements for public
awareness and education

afsp.org/advocacy

Background

e Putting time and distance between a person at risk
and lethal means allows time for the suicidal risk to
subside and for someone to intervene with support

and resources®

e Most individuals who are prevented from making a
suicide attempt via one method typically do not go on
to attempt with another method; if they do substitute
with another method, it will likely be less lethal®

e Suicide risk is exacerbated by ready access to firearms
or other lethal means” 8

e Suicide is a concern in the majority (~3/5) of ERPO cases,
and the individuals issued ERPOs have an estimated
risk of suicide 40x higher than the general population?

e ERPO policies are positively viewed among the public
and interest in utilizing ERPOs has been indicated
by physicians and law enforcement; however, many
report a lack of understanding of how to initiate
the order, suggesting the importance of public

education'® .12

¢ A case study found less than 4% of filed petitions were
found to violate the appropriate use of ERPOs, and all
were successfully denied by the courts™

ERPOs fill an existing gap for
families who want to protect

a loved one who may be unable
or unwilling to take the necessary
steps to ensure their own safety
during a suicidal crisis.
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