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Promote secure firearm storage

Background

•	 Although access to firearms does not cause suicidal 

behavior, access to firearms increases the likelihood  

of suicide among at-risk individuals6,7

•	 Putting time and distance between a person at risk 

and lethal means can save lives; this allows time for the 

suicidal risk to subside and for someone to intervene 

with mental health support and resources8

•	 Most individuals who are prevented from making a 

suicide attempt via one method typically do not go on 

to attempt with another method; if they do substitute 

with another method, it will likely be less lethal9

•	 Law enforcement agencies and firearm retailers 

express interest in offering secure firearm storage 

outside the home during a crisis, yet cite concerns 

about liability as a barrier10, 11

•	 Nearly two-thirds of individuals with firearms in  

the home report that they would likely consider 

outside storage options during a mental health  

crisis in the home12

•	 Storing loaded firearms in the home is strongly 

associated with suicide death among active-duty 

soldiers13

•	 The majority of minors who die by suicide with a 

firearm use one kept in their home; nearly 90% of 

firearms used in these cases are stored unlocked14, 15, 16

•	 Less than a third of firearm-owning households with 

minors store firearms both unloaded and locked; 17 

in households with minors at high risk for suicide, 

firearms tend to be stored securely at similar or  

lower rates18, 19

Time and distance from lethal 
means during crises can save lives.

Firearms are the most common and 
most lethal method of suicide. Secure 
storage of firearms can prohibit access  
to lethal means intended for suicide, 
reducing risk for the firearm owner and 
all members of the household. To reduce 
deaths by suicide, AFSP urges states to 
bolster secure storage options.

AFSP Recommendations

•	Incentivize use of firearm secure 
storage devices through tax 
exemptions or grant programs

•	Increase options for temporary transfers  
or community storage of firearms

•	Establish a process for firearm hold 
agreements by clarifying liability 
protections for ranges and retailers

85-90% of suicide attempts with a firearm  

are fatal2,3

Suicide risk is exacerbated by ready access  

to firearms or other lethal means4,5

Firearms account for over half of  

suicide deaths1

The Facts
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