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CONTEXT

The CanopyStyle Verification

Audit evaluates the practices of
viscose producers and determines
the risk of sourcing from Ancient

and Endangered Forests and other
controversial sources. Risk of sourcing
from Ancient and Endangered Forests
is done by assessing sourcing regions
using ForestMapper, by identifying if
and when sourcing does intersect with
at least one of the many ecological
components of the Ancient and
Endangered Forests data layer.

Forest Mapper is the first iteration

of a mapping tool that incorporates
geospatial data from scientific experts
to help identify areas of potential
sourcing risk. It is designed to be a first
point of information and is supported
by more than 100 companies and
prominent scientists. It can be found at
canopyplanet.org/tools/forestmapper/

To assist Man Made Cellulosic Fibre (MMCEF - viscose,
rayon, etc.) producers as they complete the verification
audit and transition to more sustainable fibre supply
chains, CanopyStyle has prioritized and focused on areas
of Ancient and Endangered Forests highlighted within

the corresponding 550+ brand, retailer and producer
CanopyStyle policies, which refer to the following specific
priority Ancient and Endangered Forest landscapes:

Canadian and Russian Boreal Forests;
Coastal Temperate Rainforests;

Tropical Forests and Peatlands of Indonesia;
Tropical Forests of the Amazon;

Tropical Forests of West Africa.

The objective of this prioritization is to focus producers’

energy and resources where they are most urgently required

to safeguard the last large remaining tracts of Ancient and

Endangered Forests, so that collectively we have a positive

ecological impact.

1. https://canopyplanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/CanopyStyle-

Audit-Guidelines-and-Verification-Framework-2021.pdf
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In addition, to conserve remaining
Ancient and Endangered Forests with the
highest ecological value not listed above
(“other Ancient and Endangered Forests”),
the CanopyStyle initiative requires:

— Sourcing with FSC claims
— No sourcing from Intact Forest Landscapes

— No sourcing from critical habitat of endangered species.
except in areas which have been previously harvested
where any new habitat impacts have been halted,
and precautionary, science and TEK-driven, species-
specific recovery plans with broad multi-stakeholder
support have been agreed and are being actively
implemented. Key elements of such recovery plans
include connectivity corridors and functionality such
as forest interior conditions

— No sourcing from regions with high risk of deforestation
and/or illegal logging

— Sourcing areas and/or mills do not have issues of
forest-specific controversy highlighted with supporting
evidence by our NGO allies and/or communities within
the last 12 months
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This prioritization and analysis has
been translated into a Dissolving Pulp
Mill Classification, created by Canopy
and supported by the CanopyStyle
Leaders for Forest Conservation

as well as brands, retailers and
designers looking to implement their
sourcing policies for man-made
cellulosic textiles. This tool will be
used by auditors to inform their initial
assessment within the CanopyStyle
auditing process. The Dissolving Pulp
Mill Classification is a based on best
publicly available information as well
as data shared to date by partners and
mills or through existing CanopyStyle
audits. It is a dynamic tool that will

be updated on a regular basis as
new verified information becomes
available. It is shared with viscose
producers directly.

EFFECTIVE DATE
June 1st 2019

DATE OF LATEST MODIFICATION
September 2021
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Moving forward, all audits that are conducted, including
audits currently underway, shall be evaluated using this
Advice Notice and supporting documents.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
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The methodology for the dissolving pulp mill classification

include an assessment of the following types of information:

— Published CanopyStyle audits where dissolving pulp
mill sourcing practices have already been verified either
through a desktop assessment or a site visit;

— FSC certifications

— Risk s identified due to a mill's sourcing taking place
in immediate proximity to, or intersecting with, priority
Ancient and Endangered Forest landscapes specified
within CanopyStyle policies;

2. Current members of this group are H&M, M&S, Inditex/Zara, EILEEN
FISHER, Stella McCartney and Canopy.
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Evidence of current or recent illegal logging;

Industry average economic hauling radii and an intersect
of mill location with areas of Intact Forest Landscapes
(IFL), as well as habitat of endangered species, two core
elements defining Ancient and Endangered forests and
multiple datasets used within ForestMapper;

Close geographic proximity to countries or regions
that have a high risk of deforestation based on publicly
available information;

Where plantations overlap areas of Ancient and
Endangered Forests that are not specified within
CanopyStyle policies (see list above), the date when the
plantation was established (to ensure no sourcing from
a plantation established after 1994) or verification of
FSC controlled wood or equivalent mitigation measures
at minimum;

Whether the forest of origin, or forest sourcing region,
is known and disclosed;

Information gaps related to sourcing beyond economic
hauling radii of mills;

Forest-specific controversy highlighted with supporting
evidence within the last 12 months

Corporate ownership by, or connection with, an entity
which is known to be at high risk of sourcing from Ancient
and Endangered forests and other controversial sources;

If sourcing risk is confirmed, or likely, and/or when Canopy
has made recommendations during a previous audit,
accounting for where the supplier is:

Engaged with Canopy and/or independent local
communities/stakeholders to undergo science-based,
landscape conservation planning ;

Implementing a time-bounded action plan to address
and mitigate risk identified, and;

Outcomes of conservation plans have been verified
and validated.

. As clarified in the audit framework, there are rare exceptions

where priority Ancient and Endangered forests are managed in a
comprehensive strategy that forwards bold scientifically-based
conservation thresholds, FSC management is in place within the forests
or plantations and conservation economies that support local (in many
cases Indigenous) communities are secured.

*Large scale science-based conservation planning is expected

to yield approximately 50-80% protection. Recommended thresholds
of conservation may vary depending on forest type and

geographical location.
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