
What shares to buy?


Money & Mindset

Exercise: Comparing investments



As an example, let’s compare one of the increasingly popular types of funds available, Exchange Traded Funds or ETFs. If you’ve 
chosen a different strategy, you can apply this thinking to the investments you’re comparing.



Lee is building a portfolio to help launch her kids into adulthood. She has a 20 year timeframe. Supporting a sustainable 
environment is key for her. She’s happy to take a few risks as she has a long-term set-and-forget approach but Lee’s still 
learning about shares, and is a little nervous about the unknown.  

She’s chosen three very different ETFs as a learning exercise to compare:

     • VAS: Australia’s largest ETF

     • ETHI: Global large cap ETF with an ethical twist

     • ERTH: An emerging sector ETF



IMPORTANT: These ETFs are being used for a comparative learning exercise only. There is no explicit or implied 
recommendation to invest. Consider getting in touch with a professional adviser to access specific advice tailored to your 
unique situation. This data is correct at 5 August 2021.

Decisions and

action time!

Add to watchlistBuyDon’t buy

Diversification?

Income vs growth?

Other notes?

Will it compliment Lee’s existing portfolio?

0.65%p.a.0.59%p.a.0.10%p.a.

10 year return: N/A


3 year return: N/A


1 year return: N/A

10 year return: N/A


3 year return: 25.60%


1 year return: 35.34%

10 year return: 9.65%


3 year return: 9.68%

1 year return: 29.11%

Keen to invest in the sector but

very new so not enough data for

me yet

Aligns with values, diversified across 

location and sector, feel comfortable 

with fees vs performance

Will receive franking credits,

lower fees but not values aligned

Fees

Past performance

Suitable investment

timeframe?

Suitable risk tolerance?

Values aligned? No - too many mining companies 

for me!

Fees and returns

YesYes

Diversification across industry 

Large cap companies

Need to think about it, it’s 
very new so maybe one to 

watch??

Diversification across industry 

Diversification across location

Large cap companies

Includes ethical screens

Does it fit with Lee’s direction?

Yes

FUND C: ERTH

Emerging sector ETF, a 
new kid on the block

FUND B: ETHI

Global large cap ETF,

with ethical twist.

3 example funds FUND A: VAS Australia’s 
largest ETF, Australian 
large cap.

YesYes

This guide is published by Verve Superannuation Pty Ltd (ABN 65 628 675 169, AFS Representative No. 001268903), which is a Corporate Authorised Representative of True Oak Investments Ltd (ABN 81 
002 558 956, AFSL 238184). Verve Superannuation Pty Ltd and True Oak Investments Ltd are not licensed to provide personal financial advice. The information provided in this guide, including any financial 

guidance, is general in nature. You should consider seeking independent legal, financial, taxation or other advice to ensure that your financial decisions are suited to your unique circumstances.
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Comparing investments

Fill out the form below and compare your own investments;:

Decisions and action time!

Diversification?

Income vs growth?

Other notes?

Will it compliment your existing portfolio?

Fees

Past performance

Suitable investment 
timeframe?

Suitable risk tolerance?

Values aligned?

Fees and returns

Does it fit with your direction?

C:B: 3 example investments A: 

Other notes
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