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Seabed Survey Licence (SSL) Application Form
Please complete this form to the best of your knowledge and submit it electronically to The Crown Estate in Microsoft Word format, attaching all requested documentation. Please send it to consents@thecrownestate.co.uk. Completing this form will provide the information necessary for The Crown Estate to process your application. The Crown Estate reserves the right to disclose any information received from applicants in accordance with our statutory obligations.
The Crown Estate charges an administration fee for each application, please refer to the Seabed survey licences webpage for more details regarding the current rates.
Please note the following:
· The Crown Estate aims to process SSL applications, and issue licences, in around 6 weeks. However, processing times can be longer dependent on demand and this is particularly the case in the lead-up to, and during, the spring and summer months. Processing time is also highly dependent on the quality of information provided so please ensure that you provide sufficient and accurate detail in your application.
· Processing time can also be longer if the activity you’re applying for is to take place within, or near, any of the Protected Sites listed below as we may need to engage with the relevant Statutory Nature Conservation Body (SNCB). This is particularly the case for non-licensable activities (see question 3a). 
· Special Area of Conservation
· Special Protection Area
· Ramsar site 
· Marine Conservation Zone 
· Sites of Special Scientific Interest / Areas of Special Scientific Interest.
· The provision of marine licensing information may help to streamline the processing of your application (see section 3).
· To help streamline your application further you may wish to consult with the relevant SNCB before submitting your application. If you do so, please provide any advice received alongside your application so this can be considered (see question 3f). 
· It is your responsibility to ensure that you apply sufficiently in advance of the anticipated start date of the survey and leave sufficient time to discharge any conditions attached to your licence before the works commence. 
· Throughout the application where the answer box contains ‘Choose an item’ this indicates that only specific answers (which can be selected from a dropdown list) are permitted.  Where the answer box contains ‘Click or tap here to enter text’ then free text is permitted.
· Please answer all questions unless questions are not applicable by virtue of the question instructions (for example question 1b) or a previous related answer (for example question 2d).  If required answers are missing when the application form is submitted then the application will be delayed.
· The Crown Estate will not be able to issue the final SSL until full payment has been received.
· In section 6 below location details must be provided in one of the specified formats only.  Applicants providing coordinates only should expect a delay to the processing of their application. Applications that do not provide location details in one of the specified formats will not be processed.








1. Applicant contact details
Question 1 should be completed with the contact details for the individual who will be responsible for ensuring compliance with the conditions attached to the licence. The contact details entered here will appear on any licence issued and will be held on record for future communication regarding the SSL. Please note that all invoice and payment information will also use these contact details, unless alternative contacts details are provided for an invoicing / payment contact in section 7 below.
	1a
	Contact Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	
	

	
	Job Title
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	
	

	
	Company / Organisation
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	
	

	
	Company / Organisation name of intended licensee (if different to above)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	
	

	
	Company Number of intended licensee (if applicable)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	
	

	
	Postal Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Mobile Telephone Number
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	

	E-Mail Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Please only complete section 1b if you are an agent applying on behalf of the contact above.
	1b
	Agent Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	
	Agent Organisation
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	
	Agent Mobile Telephone Number
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	
	Agent E-mail Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	1c
	If The Crown Estate agrees to grant an SSL, who will sign the licence via Docusign?
	Choose an item.


	
	Docusign Contact Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	
	Docusign Contact Mobile Telephone Number
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	
	Docusign contact Email Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.



1d 	Some organisations have statutory duties which require them to consider the impacts of their activities on Protected Sites (see question 3g). Is your organisation (or the organisation you are acting on behalf of) any of the following: 
· A Section 28G Authority under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981; 
· A Public Body under the Environment (Northern Ireland) Order 2002;
· A Public Authority under the Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009; and 
· A Public Authority under the Marine Act (Northern Ireland) 2013?
	
	If the answer is ‘Yes’ to any of the above, then please state which apply.
	Click or tap here to enter text.



Personal data requested as part of this application will be used to communicate with you about your application and to comply with our legal and regulatory requirements. It will be treated in the strictest of confidence with limited access. We may share your data with trusted third-party providers who may help us to process your application. We will retain your personal data only for as long as needed to process your application and meet our legal and regulatory requirements, after which it will be securely deleted or anonymised. Please view our online Privacy Statement at: Privacy statement and our Freedom of Information policy at: Freedom of information Policy for more information.

















2. Type of application
	2a
	Is this an application for a new SSL or for an amendment to an existing SSL?
	Choose an item.


	2b
	If this is an application for an amendment to an existing SSL, please state the reference number of the original SSL, and the nature of the amendment requested (e.g. extension of time period, change to location etc.).
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	2c
	Choose the business area from the dropdown list which best describes the reason for undertaking the proposed activity. This information will help The Crown Estate to direct your application to the appropriate internal team.

	Choose an item.


	2d
	If you chose ‘Other Commercial Purpose’ for question 2c please add some details here.
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	2e
	Please specify what type/s of works you wish to carry out based on the dropdown list and the link below. Please only include details of applicable activities outlined in the table in the link.  If you are undertaking more than one type of activity please include the additional details in the free text area.
Activities requiring a Seabed Survey Licence
	Choose an item.
Click or tap here to enter text.



	2f
	Is this application connected to a confidential or commercially sensitive project? 

If Yes, please provide details on the project and explain the sensitivity. The Crown Estate will use this information to evaluate when it is / is not appropriate to disclose information relating to this Seabed Survey Licence application.
	Choose an item.
Click or tap here to enter text.



	
	If Yes, please also provide a project name that you recommend us to use in external reports.
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	
	If Yes, please also state if you are happy for your contact details (i.e. name and email address) to be used in external reports so that other customers of The Crown Estate can contact you and manage potential interactions?
	Choose an item.


	2g
	The Crown Estate needs to be able to link SSL applications to any specific agreements for use of the seabed which we may already have with the applicant, since this may affect the legal obligations we have to the applicant.
If your application is connected to an existing land agreement with The Crown Estate, please state this here. This might be an existing lease, licence, agreement for lease, lease option or exclusivity agreement. Please also state whether the proposed activity will take place wholly within the land agreement area.
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	2h
	Please confirm the approximate location of the proposed activity in relation to the 12 nautical mile territorial waters limit of the UK.
	Choose an item.


	2i
	Please confirm where the proposed activity will be undertaken.
	Choose an item.


	2j
	Are the proposed works part of the MCA’s UK Civil Hydrography Programme?  If so, please insert your HI number in the space provided. 
	Choose an item.
	
	
	

	
	
	HI - Click or tap here to enter text.



	2k
	Are the proposed works part of the National Network of Regional Coastal Monitoring Programmes?  If so, please insert your HI number in the space provided. 
	Choose an item.
	
	
	

	
	
	HI - Click or tap here to enter text.






3.     Additional Consents

	3a
	Do you consider the proposed survey activity to be non-licensable?
	Choose an item.


	3b
	Which of the following submissions has been, or will be, made for the planned survey activity?
	Choose an item.


	3c
	If a submission has been made in advance of this application, please provide the reference number here.  If not, please provide the reference number separately once it is available.  

If your answer to question 3b was ‘Notification of Exemption’, please state the relevant exemption.

If your answer to question 3b was ‘Not applicable as it is a non-licensable activity’, please provide justification for this. If available, please also attach any correspondence with the relevant regulator to your application when you submit it (see section 7 Reminders).
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	3d
	Is your proposed survey activity located near (i.e. within 500 meters of), or does it intersect with, or is it within, a Protected Site[footnoteRef:1]? [1:  Protected Sites include: Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs), Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), Areas of Special Scientific Interest (ASSIs), Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Ramsar sites.
] 

	Choose an item.


	3e
	If your answer to 3d above was anything other than ‘No’ please list all the relevant Protected Sites and the nature of the interaction for each one (i.e. ‘is within X metres of’ or ‘intersects with’ or ‘is within’.)
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	3f
	If there are Protected Sites have you contacted the relevant Statutory Nature Conservation Body (SNCB) to establish whether there is any likely impact on site features?
	Choose an item.


If your answer to 3f is ‘Yes’ please attach the relevant correspondence to your application when you submit it (see section 7 Reminders).

	3g
	If any of the categories listed in question 1d apply, and the proposed survey activity is near (i.e. within 500 metres of) or intersects with a Protected Site, then please attach to your application evidence of any assessment undertaken of the potential impacts on the site/s (see section 7 Reminders).
	





	4.
	Details of proposed activity



	4a
	Briefly describe the activity which is the subject of this application. This should include:
· the nature of the activities proposed
· an approximate location
· the purpose of the works including outcomes and objectives
Please only include details of applicable activities outlined in the table in the following link: Activities requiring a Seabed Survey Licence
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	4b
	Please specify the equipment that you propose to use that interacts with the seabed and (where applicable) the expected number of samples for each piece of equipment.
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	4c
	With reference to question 4b if the proposed activity overlaps with a Protected Site and samples are being taken please confirm how many samples are intended to be retrieved from within the Protected Site.

With reference to question 3b, if you answered ‘Notification of Exemption’ or ‘Not applicable as it is a non-licensable activity’ please outline the features of Protected Sites that may interact with the proposed activity, if known[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Protected Site features can be viewed on:
Defra’s MagicMap: https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.html 
DataMapWales: https://datamap.gov.wales/ 
NI Marine Mapviewer: https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/services/marine-mapviewer ] 

	Click or tap here to enter text.


	4d
	Please specify the anticipated operational period for the survey work in days or weeks (including allowances that are being made for poor weather and / or any other potential down time).
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	4e
	Provide a brief method statement for the proposed activity. This should be no more than a few paragraphs. The purpose of this question is for The Crown Estate to understand the scale of the activity, its duration and the potential for impacts on existing tenants.
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	4f
	Will the works involve the placement of a device or moorings (such as an Acoustic Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP), Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM) equipment, a metocean buoy etc.) which will remain in position for more than 48 hours?
	Choose an item.


	4g
	If your answer to 4f was ‘Yes’ please confirm the specific device/s which will remain in position for more than 48 hours
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	4h
	Please state the anticipated commencement date of the proposed activity (this is the date the licence will be valid from).
	
Click or tap to enter a date.


	4i
	Please state the anticipated completion date of the proposed activity.
	Click or tap to enter a date.



Please note that a Seabed Survey Licence from The Crown Estate will be valid for a maximum of 12 months.
· If deploying a device on the seabed then your licence will only be valid for 6 months with an option of a further 6 months extension (making a 12-month maximum).
· If certain survey equipment needs to be in place for more than 12-months then The Crown Estate can offer a longer-term licence (Seabed Survey Licence PLUS).  Please refer to the Seabed survey licences webpage for details regarding the current rates.
An SSL enables the recipient to occupy the relevant seabed to undertake the intended works set out in the licence. However, it does not offer exclusive use of that area of the seabed or oblige The Crown Estate to grant any further or additional rights.









	5.
	Data Provision

	
	The Marine Data Exchange (MDE) is a system that The Crown Estate has developed to store, manage and disseminate offshore survey data provided by our offshore renewable, marine aggregates and SSL customers. Once the survey data is no longer commercially valuable, we work with our customers to make the data accessible via this website.
If requested by The Crown Estate, the Licensee must provide all data collected under the SSL in full compliance with the appropriate MEDIN Data Guidelines and accompanied by MEDIN Discovery Standard metadata (https://www.medin.org.uk/data-standards). The intention is that the Data will become publicly available through the MDE within a reasonable timeframe which can be agreed with The Crown Estate at the point of delivery.



	5a
	Briefly describe which data deliverables you anticipate will arise from this survey, including datasets and reports.
	Click or tap here to enter text.




	6.
	Survey area and location details

	
	The positions of the proposed activity must be submitted with this application form. The Crown Estate will undertake a check of the proposed activity location/s in order to identify any potential conflicts with current seabed activity, as well as certain environmental designations as required by our statutory obligations.
IMPORTANT NOTE: The location details submitted with your application are an essential part of processing your application and any amendments to the survey locations at any point before a licence has been issued are likely to result in significant delays to the process. 
An SSL will be given for works anywhere within the described area, subject to any relevant conditions (which will be stated in the licence). This will allow you the flexibility to microsite sampling locations without the need to amend the SSL.  However, The Crown Estate would encourage applicants to restrict described areas to the location actually required for survey works as excessive areas increase the likelihood of intersecting Protected Sites and other features.
Applicants must provide the survey area and/or survey route as a GIS dataset in a recognised geospatial format. 

The preferred formats, in preference order, are:
· ESRI Shapefile (.shp)
· File Geodatabase (.gdb)
· GeoPackage (.gpkg)
· GeoJSON (.geojson / .json)

Spatial data must be supplied in WGS84 (EPSG:4326). Where data is held in an alternative coordinate reference system, such as British National Grid (EPSG:27700) or a UTM projection, applicants must convert the data to WGS84 prior to submission.

If for some reason it is not possible to provide a GIS dataset, the survey location can be submitted as a list of coordinates in WGS84 format.  Please note that the provision of coordinates is likely to introduce delays to the application process.

Your application will not be able to be processed if location details are not provided in one of the formats noted in the dropdown list in question 6a below.




	6a
	How will the location details be submitted with this application?
	Choose an item.








7.   Reminders
Please remember:
· To attach any correspondence you have had with the relevant regulator (if available), if your activity is non-licensable (as per question 3c). 
· To attach any relevant correspondence you have had with any Statutory Nature Conservation Body (SNCB) regarding any likely impacts on site features in Protected Sites (as per question 3f).
· To attach any evidence of any assessment undertaken of potential impacts on the site/s (as per question 3g) if you are one of the entities mentioned in question 1d. 
· To attach the location details in one of the formats noted in question 6a only (ideally not coordinates).
· If the contact name for invoicing / payment communications is different to the contact name provided in question 1a, then please provide the additional contact details here. 
	Contact Name (for invoicing / payments)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	

	Job Title
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	

	Organisation
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	

	Postal Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	

	Mobile Telephone Number
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	

	Email Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Declaration
	
	Please check the box to confirm that the answers submitted, and the information provided in this form, are correct and accurate to the best of your knowledge.
	☐


Please send your completed application, and all relevant attachments, to: consents@thecrownestate.co.uk
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