
This is not legal advice.



The information provided in this talk is for general 

informational purposes only and should not be considered 

as legal advice. The content presented is based on the 

my understanding and interpretation of the subject 

matter at the time of the talk. Laws and regulations can 

vary by jurisdiction and may change over time. It is 

recommended that you consult with a qualified legal 

professional regarding your specific situation or legal 

concerns. The speaker and organizers of this talk shall 

not be held responsible for any reliance or action taken 

based on the information provided.



About me

� Senior Product Engineer building the last writing tool 
you’ll ever need @ Craft Docs

� WarsawJS community member since 2016

� Programming for 10+ years

� Game jamer @ bbear.dev

� Open source enjoyer (100+ public repos)

https://craft.do/
https://warsawjs.com/meetups/40
https://bbear.dev/


History



1950s & 1960s



⓪



AT&T and Unix





Richard 

Stallman



GNU Compiler Collection (GCC)

Free Software Foundation

GNU Emacs

GNU/Linux





Copyright vs Copyleft



A  infers that copying or selling of work may take 
place only with the author's permission.

copyright



Copyleft allows individuals to distribute and modify 
creative works while requiring those derivatives to 
remain under the same open-source terms. It grants users 
the freedom to use, study, modify, and share the work as 
long as they ensure that the same freedoms are preserved 
for subsequent users.



What license should I use?



It depends
①



Do I even need a license?



By default your work is under exclusive copyright. 
Unless you include a license that specifies otherwise, 
nobody else can copy, distribute, or modify your work 
without being at risk of take-downs, shake-downs, or 
litigation.

②



GNU GPLv3





③

Permissions

Commercial use

Distribution

Modification

Patent use

Private use

Conditions

Same license

Disclose source

License and copyright notice

State changes

Limitations

Liability

Warranty

GNU GPLv3



④

Permissions

Commercial use

Distribution

Modification

Patent use

Private use

Conditions

Same license unless library

Disclose source

License and copyright notice

State changes

Limitations

Liability

Warranty

GNU LGPLv3



⑤

Permissions

Commercial use

Distribution

Modification

Patent use

Private use

Conditions

Network use is distribution

Disclose source

License and copyright notice

State changes

Limitations

Liability

Warranty

GNU AGPLv3



license:gpl

2.7 M results



Mozilla Public License 2.0





⑦

Permissions

Commercial use

Distribution

Modification

Patent use

Private use

Conditions

Disclose source

License and copyright notice

Same license (file)

Limitations

Liability

Trademark use

Warranty

Mozilla Public License 2.0



license:mpl-2.0

109k results



Apache License 2.0





⑥

Permissions

Commercial use

Distribution

Modification

Patent use

Private use

Conditions

License and copyright notice

State changes

Can be under any license

Limitations

Liability

Trademark use

Warranty

Apache License 2.0



license:apache-2.0

2.3 M results



Creative Commons





Text is available under the 
; additional terms 

may apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of 
Use and Privacy Policy.  is a registered 
trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-
profit organization.

Creative Commons 
Attribution-ShareAlike License 4.0

Wikipedia®



[Creative Commons licenses are]
, so it would be 

difficult to integrate CC-licensed work with other free 
software

not compatible 
with the major software licenses

⑧



MIT License



Copyright <YEAR> <COPYRIGHT HOLDER>



Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy of this 
software and associated documentation files (the “Software”), to deal in the Software 
without restriction, including without limitation the rights to use, copy, modify, 
merge, publish, distribute, sublicense, and/or sell copies of the Software, and to 
permit persons to whom the Software is furnished to do so, subject to the following 
conditions:



The above copyright notice and this permission notice shall be included in all copies 
or substantial portions of the Software.



THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED “AS IS”, WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE AUTHORS OR COPYRIGHT 
HOLDERS BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF 
CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING FROM, OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE SOFTWARE 
OR THE USE OR OTHER DEALINGS IN THE SOFTWARE.



⑨

Permissions

Commercial use

Distribution

Modification

Private use

Conditions

License and copyright notice

Limitations

Liability

Warranty

MIT License



license:mit

6.3 M results



BSD Licenses





⑪⑩

Permissions

Commercial use

Distribution

Modification

Private use

Conditions

License and copyright notice

Name of author not in adverts

Limitations

Liability

Warranty

BSD Licenses



license:bsd-3-clause

365k results

license:bsd-2-clause

123k results



The Unlicense



This is free and unencumbered software released into the public domain.



Anyone is free to copy, modify, publish, use, compile, sell, or distribute this 
software, either in source code form or as a compiled binary, for any purpose, 
commercial or non-commercial, and by any means.



In jurisdictions that recognize copyright laws, the author or authors of this 
software dedicate any and all copyright interest in the software to the public 
domain. We make this dedication for the benefit of the public at large and to the 
detriment of our heirs and successors. We intend this dedication to be an overt act 
of relinquishment in perpetuity of all present and future rights to this software 
under copyright law.



THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED “AS IS”, WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE AUTHORS BE LIABLE FOR 
ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR 
OTHERWISE, ARISING FROM, OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE SOFTWARE OR THE USE OR 
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE SOFTWARE.



⑫

Permissions

Commercial use

Distribution

Modification

Private use

Conditions Limitations

Liability

Warranty

The Unlicense



license:unlicense

300k results



Public domain



Article 36. [...] author's economic rights shall expire 
after the lapse of seventy years:

  1) from the death of the author, and in case of joint 
works - from the death of the coauthor who has 
survived the others;

⑭⑬



⑮



/*

* ----------------------------------------------------------------------------

* "THE BEER-WARE LICENSE" (Revision 42):

* <email> wrote this file. As long as you retain this notice you

* can do whatever you want with this stuff. If we meet some day, and you think

* this stuff is worth it, you can buy me a beer in return [fullname]

* ----------------------------------------------------------------------------

*/

Beerware

⑯
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bartoszlegiec

bibix1999

bibixx

https://www.linkedin.com/in/bartoszlegiec/
https://twitter.com/bibix1999
https://github.com/bibixx/zium.app
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