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With its kitsch, color and joyous
queer scene, Palm Springsisall in
on earthly pleasures. December
through March is the city’s sweet
spot: Highs average in the 70s,
and there’s just enough rain to
replenish seasonal waterfalls and
encourage cactus blooms. Deep in
the driest corner of California, the
Coachella Valley is a land of
oases, from its sacred mineral
springs to its fabulous pool
culture. In winter, the population
swells as snowbirds flock south
and grateful tourists soak up the
sunshine and Rat Pack nostalgia.
But Palm Springs is not trapped
in time: A futuristic pyramid art
installation awaits at Sunnylands
Center & Gardens, the glamorous.
winter home of the Nixon-era
diplomat- philanthropist
Annenberg family; a new hot
spring spa opened downtown last
year; and one of the city's
hardest-to-book restaurants, Bar
Cecil, is opening a lounge next
doorin the spring.

FREDAMOON

Friday

M. | DELVE INTO THE DESERT

Start at the Moorten Botanical Garden (ad-
mission §7), on the south end of Palm
Springs, for an intiging introduction to
a's dramatic desertscape. At the one-
e property (1he Moorten family's mult-
goociaoast abor of Jove), meander
through the regon reient succulents,
cartoonish cacti and desert

works (through March 31) o [requenlly
presents live musi ke the Palm Springs
Gay Men's Chort

5P.M. | STAY CLASSY

The supermarket-size Market Market, a
few minutes’ drive from the
vintage emj

ual vendors. I one stal fnd pastek )med
tie-dyed overalls; in the next, hous:

Tk cactus shaped napkin ings or a Russel

PALM SPRINGS, CALIF.

in-house Palm Springs Bottle Shop
sells zdccuc gms. e i made with o7
sed dese " bead

oo o Ban ot whichopenedin

2o iy becarma one f the iy bard

est-to-get_ reservations. Arrive early to
rve

the 2highbacked,cerulean bar oo, The
artfilled space,
serves excep ol vencivons. of csss:

Trail in Joshua Tree N

tract; a Smoke

fresh date, soy ice cream and banana. Take
your treats to go or eat at the cafe patio's tle
‘mosaic tables.

10 A.M. | THRILL TO HISTORY

Do 1.3 bome et porkchap wih
ight broccolini and potatoes au gratin
($48), and a raspberry Paviova (S15).

8P.M. | HOTEL BAR-HOP

Flit between some of the town's most inter-
esting hotel bars, where much of the
nghtlfe happens. Sarton the northend,at

Ride to the Agua
Caliente Cultural Museum (admission $10)
to learn about the region’s Indigenous
‘geological history. The museum, opened in
2023 by the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla
Indians, shares a cultural plaza with the
tribe’s new

“Forever

tender housemade corn tortillas (S18). For
a midday indulgence, add a pomegranate-
jalapefio margarita (SI1). Then drive 20
minutes north to Desert Hot Springs, a
dusty desert town where hot mineral
ginn o bidden in walled saactuaries
like th Bouse, & cacunyand-paln-
filled onnlnnund
oo Tousge haes, & y06a- v,
sauna and steaming water pubbing from
he property’s spring. Two-hour passes
Sioyorer

Sunday

Learn about the Agua Caliente
Band of Canila Indians at
tre Agua Cal

d vistthe birth-
place of their civzation at
Indian Canyons.

Dine and imbioe at the beaui
ful, artfled Bar Cecil

Soak in mineral hot-spring
water at the Good House, &
tranqui, plant filed sanctuary
‘and spa in Desert Hot Springs.

Peninsula Pastries
French delcacies and breads.

Nature's Health Food & Cafe
‘Whips up an unconventional
take on the date shake.

Order ceviche and tacos in
Crudo Cervicheria’s courtyarc
Among the citys newest
restaurans, Lola Rose Grand
Mez elegant and
distinctive Middie Eastern
dis

Wilma & Frieda serves hge,
rtyrifs on ciner lassics
and breakfast cockiais.

La Boisson serves 1056 ang

8 A.M. | MEET THE BOSS

Stop into the Latinouned Cale La Jta
here flamingo an wallpaper
Beightens o Corner of the Flannery Ex-
change marketplace. Get a breakfast sand-
wich (on brioche with bacon and chipotle
0es,$19).

X Spa at Séc-
he — the area’s largest and most elaborate

3P.M. | VENTURE TO THE OLD WEST

potaty
uloe de leche French toast (S1750),or

e and pasiries Supped by Townle Ba-
geis. Then shopat Covet (opens at9a.m.), a

inkdoored barfo a floral

themed courtyard at Fleur

Noire Hote!

Barbara Bar a Trie Motel
offers agimpse into the.

creative mind of the drag star

Triie Mattl,

The Counter Reformation,

inside the Parker Paim Springs

otel isa

hot spring spa and the only one in down-
town Pal

$155 day pass, it an all-day experience,

\-champagne-
it La Boisson at Flear Noire Hotel Take
your glass o the hotel's poolside courtyard,
‘which has fire pits and walls adorned with
lush flower mris, Around the coner, the

3 Ba at Tice Motel s th product
oFanit renavation reality TV show.

mation of the Cahuilla creation story in a

National Park. To glimpse the Seussian
Wonder of the trecs that give the [
‘name, drivea half-hour northto the

360-degree theater where the berches  Trailhead for  ane-hour (found: Lrlp) ke
arth moves. The muse- from the outer edge of the park, where

nms exluhus Span from time immemorial  you'l fnd cinomatic vlewsu{meparks sur-
en takea

e Tndian Cangons, Caais baskcary and

as its creator, the “RuPaul’s Drag Race”
alum Trixie Mattel. Hop in a car to wind
down at the Parker Palm Springs’ Counter
Reformation, an_appealingly dark and

size (ol sarting o $1) which allows for
ampling, drinking o indulging.

Saturday

8AM.|BIKEFOR

photography from the
early years of Euro-American Settlement.

a midcentury-style necklace with a tur-
quoise-studded sun pendant. Next door, at
the stationery store Bobo Design Studio,

from the party scene.

Pappy + Harriets, 2 cesert

roachouse,

inye photograpt

including travel
journal with » pe.

Bouider sirewn his o Pappy + Harriets,a
soulful, old-school roadhouse of

9:30 A.M. | HIKE SACRED CANYONS
Drive 15 h to Indian Canyons

p.,

neertown,

11A.M. | SHOP PALM CANYON DRIVE

‘The city's main drag, Palm Canyon Drive, is

an approachable sretc of oldschool at

stops, New Age crystal vendors, loaly

owned bonuq s and galleries. Drop into
Living, run by 2 cmlnle

Who visit family in Japo annualy an

port their favorite home goods, including

ity bl 1 the 19308 iy an O
West (circa 1880s) theme. Bands don't play
intl the evening (Paul McCartney is

tmosphere with
Harriet’s tri-tp chili ($11) and a cold beer:

novelty
knives, exceptional sakes and celebrated

an ebike at Bike Palm Springs
(half-day rentals from $25; maps available)
"

‘Then visit the Michael
Weems Colletion, a gallery with captivat-

7:30 .M. | § SPREAD

Opened in October, Lola Rose Grand Mezze

at the long-anticipated Thompson Palm
prings serves a Persian-accented Midde

Easternmenuin a choose-your-own-adver-

ture spread. The $90 petite mezze is more

(admisson $12) 5o of palm cases the
Cahuilla consider sacred. Less

e beter-known Tabquitz Canyon,
Which is within walkig distanoe of down.

own, each i distinct Palm Canyun n the
satey Largot reserve of Calfenia fon
P g, & crystaline

alms.
St Bows yoarround asd o Sy 00
mile loop winds beneath red cliffs, cooing
birds and sycamre tres. For trail mags

ings and concert posters.

Board the avation-themed PS

s dress
as captains and cofton-ball
clouds hang overhead.

Athvowback to the 1950
Hollpwood er2, the Colony.
Pal d Bungalows.

Bl Canyon Tading Pos hrscy Mortay

e 53005 per
night) is understated and

an also be explored on guided horseback
tours (185, approximately 90 minutes)
from Smoke Tree Stables.

Starting n the mid-$200s

Holiday House — by the duo.
behind Bar Cecll — is a blue-
hued,

ruise midcentury-modern_neighbor-
hoods on a self-guided tour. Along your  COIOF studies), porcelin trays -uu«med
route, stop into Peninsula Pastries, a few -

blocks south, where glass_cases cisplay 2285 (Vih slogans like -Palm "
softball-size chwchuus (channl\y-crcam- Sunny Sides ... Shady People”) and queer
filled choux pastries, $9. |- artwith phaliuses hiding in plain sight.
mondine tarts f(s850) Thzrmdz g

ping in ke Deepuwell Es-

B o0 T Paime Baates e Naturos
Health Food & Cafe for an unconventional
e on the date shake, a century-old

NOON | GO SPICY, THEN SOAK

(the crisp-shelled Iranian rice dish); baby
beets in a pistachio vinaigrette with harissa
goat cheese, green beans and a texturally
thrilling quinoa “granola’; and a not-to-

missed slick-skinned “celebration bread.”
For a transportive postdinner cocktail,

11:30 A.M. | PERCH ON THE PORCH

The brunch spot Wima & Fried, whose
rap: reh overlooks a fountain-

S statue of the actor and onetime mayor

Sonny Bono, i perpetuallypacked, Expect
iped

a thiiling at collections.
The 32-1o0m (from the low
52005) Arrive Pal

hasa young, fun, ow-key party
vibe. The hotel has bikes

head o the PS Air Bar,

Mexican

Coachella V:
Shields Date Gardenn nearby Indio. Thick,
deeply flavorful and less cloying than the
original, this vegan rendition (§9) use:
Shields’s date crystals, chewy pieces of

ok ik much. But ou back,tablesare
set in a large flower-and-sculpture-filled
courtyard. Stk to the excellent coviches

sau ped
pickled onions (§22), and fried cod tacos on

walls, a siler celing with cotion ball

clouds, and fux windovs The severs s
ay down the aisle i captains um[mms

i the servingart ke

tion-inspired cockails like me e Lag"

(Geaturing espresso vodka,Si6).

D viansered in sausage, aten a0
thyme gravy (S1950) arddied meatoat
(82175); fornia-isms_like chi-

il (sata-soaked orlachps topped

ing an al-day brunch.

Centl P prings o
shrtage ofshrt

with soy ch
fi

h, Palm

Canyon D

tenis
lat

a bronze-cast Lucile Ball n a bench, and
the oddly captivaing “Forever Marilyn’a
6-foot-tall statue of Marilyn Monroe.

The latter
are a good option or families.
on a bucget, since many Paim
Springs hotels are adults-only.



