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INTRODUCTION

MATTHEW K. WARD

| first met David Slater in
Jackson Pollock’s and Lee
Krasner’s studio. As a docent,
he has welcomed visitors into
that space for nearly ten
years, guiding them through
its history with the reverence
and wonder of one personally
acquainted with its magic.

David has led a magical life. An
artist for more than 70 years,
he has lived, worked, and
exhibited the world over. He
received his undergraduate
degree from the State
University of New York at
Buffalo and his Master’s
degree from the Rhode Island

School of Design, where he
would also go on to teach.
While classically trained,
David’s work retains the
immediacy, honesty, and
playfulness of one
unrestrained by systems.

David’s highly
autobiographical and genre-
defying works may be
interpreted as diary entries of
sorts. Narrative and visual art
work symbiotically in these
uniquely personal documents.
Perhaps no series better
encapsulates David as an
artist and a human being as
Wounded Knee.



Begun in 1982 and continuing
through to this day, David’s
Wounded Knee paintings
recall his participation in the
1973 occupation of Wounded
Knee on the Pine Ridge
reservation in South Dakota.

For those unfamiliar,
Wounded Knee creek was the
site of one of the darkest
episodes in American history,
an 1890 massacre in which
U.S. troops gunned down
hundreds of Lakota men,
women, and children. This
was one of the final examples
of armed resistance on the
part of Indigenous peoples
against the U.S. government’s
relocation program. By the
1930's, the U.S. had replaced
traditional tribal law with
federally sponsored tribal

governments.

In 1973, protesters gathered at
Wounded Knee in opposition
to Richard “Dick” Wilson, then
chairman of the Oglala Sioux
tribe. Wilson was accused of
running the reservation like a
dictatorship, using his private
enforcers—the so-called
GOON Squad—to intimidate
opponents. Under Wilson’s
corrupt, Pine Ridge devolved
into destitution By returning to
the hallowed ground of
Wounded Knee, the protesters
tied their own struggle to the
unfinished story of broken
promises and historical
trauma.

Members of the American
Indian Movement, or A.l.M.,
flocked to the Pine Ridge



Reservation to lead an armed
rebellion against Wilson and
his GOON Squad. David Slater
joined A.I.M. as a volunteer.
Though an outsider, he
related deeply with the
struggles of the Pine Ridge
residents — and still does to
this day.

David Slater’s Wounded Knee
paintings reflect the artist’s
personal recollection of the
event, his role in it, and the
extant characters involved.
Just as Jackson Pollock
incorporated the
methodologies of the Navajo
sand painter into his pour
paintings, so does David
synthesize the historic
occupation of Wounded Knee
into a mythology all his own.

Since first meeting David in
the studio, | have come to
know him as an artist in the
truest sense of the word. One
who must create, one who
makes art from an overflow of
the heart. Painting is David’s
way of processing his past
and anticipating his future.
Through his work, we not only
gain insight into a fascinating
individual, but we learn about
the world around us through
his lens.

David often quotes the
Bukowski line, “find what you
love and let it kill you.”
Ironically, | have never met an
artist who lives, and lives
more vigorously, for what
they love than David Slater.



Judge Holds
Illinois Liable
For Fraud

CHICAGO (AP) — May a
1d liable for fraud

state be he |
committed by institutions it
regulates and must it reim.

burse vietims of such fraud?
In what may be a landmark
decision, a U.S. District Court

judge has ordered the State of

Tilinois to pay 320 million to 14,.
000 depositors in a defunct sav-
ings and loan association.
gal experts say if the decl.
sion stands it could open the
way for lawsuils seeking com-
ensation from the slate for
rauds committed by persons
and businesses that a state had
licensed and wag supposed to
be regulating.
Judge Edwi

Ancestor's Strategy -

Wounded Knee Takeover!
Accomplished by Surprise

By F. RICHARD CICCONE
Assoclated Press Writer
| WOTU}:VDED KNEE (AP)
e
Wounded Knee was
plished by Oglala Sioux and
militant Indians who copled a
sirategy
tors used a century ago:
surprise,

i bhe
n A. Robson ruled ,, But their stubborn defiance of inorth of Wounded Knee.

that by lack of proper regy.(1® US. government made use
latlon staie officials “Enowingly:E{wi"m:":fe;“pa‘;;g“‘:‘i.“’wgicm'h

or
depletion of more than 70 per
cent of the assets of the former
City Savings and Loan Associ-
ation, whose president was C
Oran Menslk.

The state seized City Savings
in 1957 because of unsound fi-
nancial practices but allowed it
to reopen two years later,

By the time the state de-
clared the institution again in-
solvent in 1964, “the wvullures
had cleaned the bones and left
very little for those who ... had
placed their life savings" In the
association, Robson said in his
ruling on Monday.

“The record is crystal clear
. + » that the State of Illinois,
through Its officers, agents and
employes, wilfully and utterly
failed to exercise the degree of
supervisory care necessary to
pr?éect" the depositors, Robson
BAld.

“The history of the relation-
ship between City Savings, the
[llinols General Assechly and
the state Financal Institutions
Department {5 replete with evi-
dence of complicity and cooper-
ation with the stale of Illinois
through  its duly elected offi-
cials in the enormous scheme
of fraud perpetrated by C. Oran
Mensk, his nominees and cos-
ponsors.” the judge said.

Mensik was never charged in
ronnection with the City Sav-
ngs failure. In 1971 he escaped
'rom a federal minimum secur-
ty prison at Allentown, Pa.,
where he was serving two five-
year sentences in connection
with a mail fraud conviction in
Maryland. He is still at large.

In commenting on why Men-
sik nor any other officer of City
savings was ever indicted by
itate  or federal authorities,
Robson sald, “The record is
itterly devoid of any evidence
hat any state officlal . . . ever
srovided any prosecuting agen-
-y with the information meces-

ermissively’” permitted the

ary to bring Mensik to justice 33,

lor his scheme of fraud.”

Guerrilla

the mass medla could not ig-
nore.

“We counted on the ess
getling in here to get national
jopinion on our side,’” said Den
'nis Banks, a leader of the dem-
onstration.

takeover ofl,

their warrior ances-

27, in Calico Hall, 8 communit
center a mile from the BI
building. Camp told the chiefs,
“‘Pine Ridge will be too difficult
take because of its size and
large numhber of police
there.” The discussion turned
Wounded Knee and AIM
leaders spread the word that a
decislon-making meeting would
held in Porecupine, a village

| The authorities knew about
the gatherihg, but Babby said,
“"We had no reason to think
|the twcrul:[ {ake any action that
night.”

About 35 to 40 cars formed a
caravan and headed east a doz-
en miles to the Big Foot trail
which meanders north _ 1o
|Wounded - Knee and on to Por-|

northwest and northeast and
two other dirt roads which join
at the village.

On the flatland, a few hun-
dred yards south of the church
is the trading post. The Gilders-
leeve and Fritze homes and a
few olher dwellings are bun-
ched opposite. North of the
church is a federal housing
roject where most of the vil-
age’s 200 Indians live.

An 18-man detail of Indians
had been assigned to act as
road guards, to check the high
bluffl where they thought police
might be observing, to take
over the residential
acrosg from the firading post
and to secute any weapons and
ammunition from the post.

The rest of 200 Indians

The reason it happened at cupine. The caravan declded to sireamed into the store and be-

jWounded Knee can be traced

two dead Indidns,

niconjou chief called Big Foot
and a reservation Oglala
named Raymond Yellow

‘Thunder.
| Blg Foot led his followers to
Wounded Knee during a De-

cember blizzard in 1890 and 146
|
Sioux men, women and children
|were killed by U.S, troaps.

Raymond Yellow Thunder 51,
died of a cerebral hemorrhage
jin the border town of Gordon,
|Neb., in February, 1872 and
five white men were accused of
beating and torturing him. His
death gave the American In-
dian Movement the impetus to
move into the Pine Ridge reser-
vation, home of 11,000 Oglalas.

Pedro Bissonnetie, leader of
the Oglala civil rights group,
explained, “Wounded Knee is
one of our most important sym-
|bols ... it is a place that would
|be easy to take over and easy
{to defend.”

AIM leaders turned to South
Dakota early this year, The [a-
tal stabbing of an Indianm near
Pine Ridge set off a series of
|protests.
|” Wyman Babby, area director
|of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
in Pine Ridge, said, “There
was an unrdercurrent through
the reservalion indicating AIM
had something in mind But
we did not try to contain the
action of these pe ;
pected mmﬂhln&‘h at the federal
building, but the attack on
Wounded Knee was unmique in
Indian history.”

A tribal court. ordered two
AIM leaders, Russell Means,
an Oglala, and Banks, 28, a
Minnesota Chippewa, w0 refrain
from holding meetings for 30
days. “The order was hardly
out ... before they violated it,”

1 lndararaund

Babby said.
Richard Wilson, Oglala tribal
nresident, denounced AIM's

to|stop at Wounded Knee,
a  Min-| At 10 p.m. EST Feb. 27, Guy urnateot‘ljd

ople ... We ex-|Knee

| Fritze, 49, and his family were
in their trailer watching Bo-
nanza on television. Alma
Clarke was visiting her sisler,
Agnes Gildersleeve, who, wi
her hushand Clive, 71, has aper-
ated the one-story "’“{-ﬁ‘
'irading post since 1023. The
Rev. Paul Manhart of the Sa-
cered Heart Roman  Catholle
Church was reading.

Wounded Knee sits in 2 basin
surrounded by hills, From the
Ibiuff on which the church is lo-
(cated, observers can spot ap-
Irruachea for nearly two miles
n any direction. Besides the
Big Foot Trail from the so
there are two roads lead

uth,
ing!

an stripping shelves of the es-
’ 150,000 worth of food
n 5.

=]

stepped outside. A shot whined
over his head, Someone yelled,

th|"“Get back [nside and you won't

get hurt.”

Two Indians went into the
Gildersleeve home &and an-
nounced: “You're political pris-
oners."” Two more Indians tled
up Father Manhart,

The Indians bivouaced in the
churches and homes of their
hostages. A crew was detajled
to .dig trenches and bunkers.
The church basement became a
mess kitchen.

There were problems within
the village during the takeover,

Tribal Leade

By JAMES WILSON .
PINE RIDGE, 8.D. (AP) --i
Richard Wilson, the elected
leader of the 11,000 Oglala
Sioux Indians on the Pine
Ridge Reservation, has been
the man in the middle of"
two-week-old siege at Wounded

He's been subjected to con-
stant verbal abuse by the oc-
cupying American Indian
Movement forces and ignored
|by the federal officials who
{have come from Washington to
settle the dispute.

But Wilson, a 38-year-old
|plumber turned reservation pol-
tician, is adamant in
tention to remain as tribal
president and seek-reelection
next year when his first two-
|;r¢a;L term al_:iplrss‘

1 . g TRE—— T

the|“but I

his _in-|And.

r Wilson

Caught in the Middle

they term a *'goon squad' with

tribal funds to enforce order.
AIM leader Russell Means

said he was beaten the day of

'the takeover by Wilson's men,

“I've heard that," Wilson said,
don't know anything
about it."” He said tribal em-
ployes are “hired for their abil-
ity,” but admits “some of my
friends and relatives have
jobs." He said his books are
open to anyone who wants to
look at how the $365,000 annual
tribal budget is spent.

“l don't know any bootleg-
gers. Anyone who breaks a
tribal law will be arrested.
I don't have a goon
squad,” he said.

Wilson estimates only about
100 reservation residents ejther
sympathize with or belong to
AIM. The militant leaders

enclave 5

goods.
Fritze heard the noise and |2

however, Indian sentries hap-
hazardly guarded the road-
blocks. They continually had
accidental misfirings.

At one point, a roadblock
|mistakenly was set up to keep
the residenls of the housing
|n_rrueet from entering their own
village. “Dammit,” Means
|shouted, “tell those fools the
|are mu{tln: our country nmalt
er.”

As the caravan was pulling
inte Wounded Knee, Aaton De-
(Sersa, an AIM member and
|publisher of the Shannon Coun-

 News, a weeklg critical of
ilson, telephoned the news
services and the television net-
works.

“You should send photogra-

hers and reporters to

ounded Knee in a couple of

|hours, It's wery important.”

|Three hours later, he calle
ain. “Indians have taken
ounded Knee."

DeSersa led three telewlsion
crews and several newsmen
into Wounded Knee after the
takeover. He acted as Informa-
tion officer, devising means of
identifying the news media the
Indians courted. Finally De-
Sersa announced that printed
E_mss cards would be dis-
{buted.

AIM demonstratlons this year,”
he sald. “No one who doesn't
have one will be allowed in."
Before the telephone wires
were cut, Mrs. Gildersleeve
calld BIA police in Pine Ridge

to tell' them of the takeover.
Federal marshals and FBI
agents  blockaded Wounded
Knee by dawn.

Means, who wears his black
hair in twin braids, stat
“‘Massacre us or deal with us.”
The takeover leaders put on
paint and held spiritual dances
and purification rites in a
|sweat lodge' designed by two
Sioux medicine men. They built
a Sioux te for talks with of-

““This will get you into all the|

Security Council
Sessions Open

In Panama

PANAMA CITY (AP) — On

history's greatest enginee:
ing feats, the Panama Cana
will be swamped in politic
rhetorie, and diplomatie hassl
at a U.N, Security Council se
sion openindg in Panama today

Scheduled speakers for (F
morning session were Pal
|ama's strongman, Brig. Gel
{Omar Torrijos; Panama's U.]
ambassador who Is the Securil
Council president for Marc]
Afuilino Boyd; and U.N. Secr
tary-General Kurt Waldheim.

The morning meeting was |
be followed by & boat trip |
the canal and an afternoon se
sion with speeches by forei

ministers from several Lat
Amerfcan nations.

The Council meetings wi
{last a week and are being hel
in the white concrete Labe
Ministry buildng on park lan
across the street from the Par

ama Canal Zone. The buildin
is near the site of bipody ant
American rioting in 1964 ove
American occupation of th
zone,

The session is the councll
first In Latin America and i
fourth outside U.N. headqua
ters in New York. It met twic
some years ago in Parls durin
General  Assembly  sessior

there and last year journeye
to Ethlopia.
Torrijos wants to put th

spotlight on what he calls U.!
colonialsm in the Canal Zon
The Cubans are going to kic
up a fuss about the U.S. nav:
base at Guantanamo, Cub;
There will probably
speeches also demanding Inds

ndence for Puerto Rico, an

fle will be attacking Kenn
cott Copper and the Intes
national Telephone an
‘Telegraph company.
The session will provide

ery baptism for Presider
Nixon's new chief delegate ¢
the United Nations, forme

newsman and White House a
sistant John Scali. He arrive
Wednesday night and said b

ed. |was ‘very pleased to be |
‘| Panama to make known Pres

dent Nixon's every special inte
est in this part of the world.”

The United States has hel
the 550-square-mile Canal Zon
since 1903 under a trealy givin

ficials and accelerated their de-
mands each time the govern-
ment made a concession.

Citing the Interior Depart-

ment's refusal to suspend the
Oglala ftribal government's op-
erations, the Wounded Knee In-
dians declared themselves a
sovereign nation that would not
jsurrender until an 1888 treaty
|was honored.
They burned a federal peace
proposal and one of the -medi-
cine men, Leonard Crow Dog,
(removed a bullet from one of
|the three Indians wounded in
the sporadic firing between
lawmen and Indians.

When the government
WPy s NAR W =)

R L o S

it control “in gerpetuityﬂ Th
canal, built by the Unite
States, opened in 1914, and on
of the chief U.S. military i
|stallations in Latin America i
‘located n the zone.

.Chicago Produce

CHICAGO (AP) — (USDA) -
Butter wunsettled; no price
|quoted Thursday.
| " Eggs: issued only on Wednes
day and Friday.

S.C. Livestock

SIQUX CITY (AP - USDA) -
|Hogs 4,500; barrows and gilt
- L o eA klahar




Jim Mone, Associated Press, 1973
A U.S. flag flies upside-down
outside a church occupied by
members of the American Indian
Movement on March 3,1973, on
the site of the 1890 massacre at
Wounded Knee, S.D..

Opposite: The Daily Republic,
Mitchell, SD, Thursday, March 15,
1973, p 11.




Indians at Wounded Knee

to get ‘final offer’

WOUNDED KNEE, S.D. (UPI) — The government's chief
negotiator returns here from Washington today with what could be
a final offer to militant Indians to abandon their occupation of
Wounded Knee. g

In the background was the threat of another confrontation, this
time between two Indian groups. The head of the Oglala Sioux
Tribal Council threatened to begin sweeping through the reser-
vation today picking up ‘‘undesirables” who are supporting the
American Indian Movement (AIM), the militant Indian group
behind the Wounded Knee occupation.

Harlington Wood, who has been representing the government in
renewed talks with AIM leaders this week, left for Washington late
Thursday for what a spokesman said was “‘a series of meetings
with top officials of the Justice and Interior Departments.”

Wood's departure brought claims from AIM leaders that the
White House had become directly involved in negotiations to end

~ the 17-day old occupation. But later, in Washington, White House
Deputy Press Secretary Gerald L. Warren said the White House

was not at all involved in negotiations, and that instructions to the.

negotiators on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation were coming

from the Justice and Interior Departments.
While the skirmish of words took place over purported White

. House intervention, Dick Wilson, president of the Oglala Sioux

Tribal Council and the object of the AIM campaign, announced his
warriors would begin their sweep of the reservation today picking
up “‘undesirables.”

Wilson said his chief target would be representatives of the
National Council of Churches, who have been serving as liaison
between the government and militant forces. Wilson said the

council was actually aiding AIM militants, and accused one council -

of churches representative of arrogance.

AIM leaders are demanding the ouster of Wilson for his alleged
mishandling of tribal finances, and had failed in formal im-
peachment proceedings of Wilson shortly before the takeover of
Wounded Knee. About a week after the takeover, Wilson had
threatened to clean out the armed militant Indians entrenched in
the Oglala Sioux hamlet, saying he could not hold back nonmilitant
Indians any longer and had 800 to 900 armed warriors ready.
However, nothing ever came from the threat. -

DS ___°11 1°f.

Portage Daily Register, Portage, Wl, March 16,1973, p 4.



Bail bonds set for 19
“arrested on reservation

Bonds for 19 persons, mostly
from out of state, were set by
US. istrate James Wilson
in Rapid City Monday follow-
ing their arrests earlier by fed-
eral marshals on the perimeter
of Wounded Knee.

Thirteen, including two juve-

niles, had been arrested early i

y morning on charge of

to take food, medical
and other
maintaining the blockade of the
village.
The 11 young men ordered to
post $1,000 bail bonds each
(obtainable at no more than 10
per cent or $100) and stag out
of Wounded Knﬁiam Sot:t hDa-
kota pending indictment a
and jury or preilymi-
ur{} hearings except on order
o

. William J. Andres, Gerald
Arthur Tindal and Daniel Guen-

ther, all of Winona, Minn.

m.}dﬂ'e'y Erich Roy, Minneapo-

Robert Charles Kleis and Lu-

, D.C., while un-

such L
ichael Patrick Shaughnessy
and Danny 0, Goodman,

apolis.
DavidRCbarles Slater, Provi-

) P l" s
David Lattier, Cincinnati.
The juveniles, one from Fort

and the other from
out-of-state, were released in
custody of their parents on per-

lies in to those| CO!

for a University of Minnesota
cam| “;ldewspaper. :

on persona rectg-
nizance bonds were Walter B.
Delge Jr., LeCo , Kan.,
charged with civil er and
croaﬁng a state line fo cause a
riot, and the following facing
a single count of obstructing or
i law enforcement of-

ficers:
Dale Wayne Jones, Marys

“|ville, Wash.

David Steven Vigil, Denver,

0.

Viola Nichols, also known as
ine Ridge.

Eugene F. Zbikowski, Minne-
tonka, Minn.

Kennel club members
1] L] L]
show in six cifies
Rapid City Kennel Club mem-
bers have ed many miles
in recent trips to Salina, Hutch.
inson and Wichita, Kan., Li
vonia, Mich.,, Louisville, Ky,
and er, Colo., in their

search for cham ionsh:grpoint:
and obedience “legs” their

|dogs.

Sam and Marion Tuttle's Vis
la, Marisa of Lisuanda, won twe
points with a 189 obedience score
in Denver, Teena and Lloyd
Boothroyd's Gordon Setter, Ber

Indian- Brough Sister Margaret, took

one point at Salina and three al
Livoni, Duane and Sally Pe
erson’s B asset, Musicland's
Sweet Charity, added one poinl
at Salina.

Other local wins include:

Roger and Holli Jelkin's Great Pyre
nees, Skeel's Basque Wind, first novict
cla ulj:l!u. ita and Hutchinson

Susan Armagost's Old En
sh , R r's Sliver Belle
st pompry Dlich af Sniina e Hulch
bitch at Wichita ar
] and Jan Dohn's Siberiat
Husky, Mandak's Sunka Bloka, first 'dpua
moﬂ'ﬂ slalil'lir‘;. br.nl‘a \;me‘gw it
Gak's Sunka ela, "Mt pupey” bilehe
Salina, Wichita, .'Hulchlmm. vmlﬁ
Dohn's Siberian Husky, Mandak’s Ifch
con Paka, C.D., third o?en dg in Sa
lina. fourth open dog in Wichita anc
“‘a'd'mzrn?ﬁlmol‘a English Settler, Sur
, Sun

swift . first bitches
RWB) “in Salina, first 1n_Wichite anc

Hutchinson; Gﬂ? 1l
Afahan, Esfahan r'l:l“’nlrslglsl'm;r -E:Eu

Rapid City Journal, Rapid City, SD,
Tuesday April 24,1973, p 17.

David Slater listed amongst the
protesters arrested.



THE SIEGE OF WOUNDED KNEE

DAVID SLATER

In my initial proposal to the
Pollock-Krasner Foundation, |
asked for funding to continue
a series of paintings, begun in
1982, relating to my
participation as a combatant
during the Siege of Wounded
Knee in 1973.

Wounded Knee Creek, located
on South Dakota’s Pine Ridge
Reservation, has been a
sacred site for the Lakota
since 1890, when hundreds of
Lakota men, women, and
children wre massacred by
U.S. Army soldiers, partially as
revenge for Custer’s defeat in
1876. This was one of the last
armed battles between Indian

and American forces.

In 1934, the of Indian chiefs
was replaced by federal law.
Tribal presidents were
installed, as was a
governance based on the
American model. The new
model led to corruption
across several reservations.
In 1973, Dick Wilson,
president of the Oglala Sioux
Tribe at the Pine Ridge
reservation, embezzled funds
meant to build roads, schools,
and hospitals. Soon, the Pine
Ridge reservation became the
poorest municipality in the
United States. The average
life expectancy for a male



there was 43. Teen suicide
rates were the highest in the
nation.

Dick Wilson was backed a
group of followers known as
the Guardians of the Oglala
Nation, or, the GOON Squad.
These were mercenaries who
would suppress any
opposition with violence. Over
the years, the GOON Squad
killed hundreds.

At one meeting of opponents
to this ruthless reign of terror,
a woman elder posed the
question: “Where are our
warriors to protect us?”

Russel Means, who was born
on Pine Ridge and lived in
Cleveland, attended this
meeting. Means was a

member of the American
Indian Movement. A.l.M. was
founded in Minneapolis,
where a large population of
Native Americans lived, and it
consisted mainly of Lakota
and Ojibway (Chippewa)
dedicated to protecting
against police brutality. Means
would recruit A.l.M. to defend
against the GOON Squad at
Pine Ridge.

The GOON Squad prepared for
the arrival of A.l.M. by
establishing a machine gun
nest on the roof of a Pine
Ridge municipal building. The
armed “A.l.M.sters,” many of
whom were Vietnam veterans,
occupied a church in Pine
Ridge, making it their
headquarters.



In response, the federal
government surrounded
Wounded Knee. They sent in
U.S. Marshals in battle dress,
Generals in civilian clothes,
F.B.l. agents, and 15 armored
personnel carriers. Thus
began a 71 day siege. This
included fire fights between
A.l.M. occupants and federal
forces. At least 250,000
rounds were fired. One would
think this would have been
national news. However, the
government issued a press
blackout. Today, the history
of the siege is not known to
most Americans.

Russel Means with Dennis
Banks and Clyde Bellecourt
were leaders inside Wounded
Knee. Means called for
volunteers to come support

the takeover. | responded.

| hitchhiked from Rhode Island
to South Dakota. | arrived at a
place called Crow Dog’s
Paradise. The Crow Dog
family were from a line of
Heyoka Medicine Men. Henry
Crow Dog was there. His son,
Leonard, was the Medicine
Man inside Wounded Knee.
The famous Heyoka Medcine
Man Black Elk had been there
too. Crow Dog’s Paradise
served as a support camp,
organizing raids, recuperating
wounded warriors, stockpiling
food and supplies. Crow
Dog’s Paradise was, in fact,
located on the Rosebud
Reservation, which was next
to Pine Ridge, and was not
under martial law.



When | arrived, | volunteered
to go on a mission to bring
food to the besieged
occupants of Wounded Knee.
The government’s strategy
was to starve out the
defenders.

Federal spies told the
government about our
mission and we were chased
by GOON Squad members. We
were arrested at gunpoint and
charged with impeding federal
Marshals, a felony.

In 1982, | decided to do a
series of paintings
documenting my experiences
with A.I.M. and at Wounded
Knee. Thus far, | have
completed 9 paintings in this
series. | plan to continue this
series until | reach 13

paintings. My next work will
portray the B-52 flown over
Crow Dog at 900 feet to warn
us to cease and desist or face
total annihilation. completed 9
paintings in this series. | plan
to continue this series until |
reach 13 paintings. My next
work will portray the B-52
flown over Crow Dog at 900
feet to warn us to cease and
desist or face total
annihilation.

| wish to thank the Pollock-
Krasner House and Study
Center for giving me the
opportunity to bring this major
historical event unto the
public eye.
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David Slater, The Siege of Wounded Knee, ca. 2020
Acryl d med



David Slater, Crow Dog's Paradise, ca. 2019
Acrylic, mixed media on canvas



David Slater, The Sacred Hoop, ca. 2019
Acrylic, mixed media on canvas



David Slater, Wounded Knee Offense/Defense Committee, ca. 1982
Oil on canvas



David Slater, The Funeral of Frank Clearwater, ca. 1983
Oil on canvas



David Slater, You are an Old One, ca. 1984
Oil on canvas



David Slater, Oscar Bearrunner Guards the Tee-Pee, ca. 1984
Oil on canvas



David Slater, Easter Eve, ca. 1985
Oil on canvas









