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Abbreviations and Acronyms
AI Artificial Intelligence

CBD United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity

CCI Cooperative climate initiatives

CHLC Climate High-Level Champion

CO2e Carbon dioxide equivalent

COP Conference of the Parties

EbA Ecosystem-based Approaches

FID Final Investment Decision

GBF Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

GCAA Global Climate Action Agenda

GEF Global Environment Facility

GHG Greenhouse gas

GPP Green public procurement

GST Global Stocktake

IEA International Energy Agency

LT-LEDS Long-Term Low Emission Development Strategies

MP Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate Action

NAP National Adaptation Plan

NAZCA Non-State Actor Zone for Climate Action

NbS Nature-based Solutions

NDC Nationally Determined Contributions

NGO Non-Governmental Organization

NPS Non-Party stakeholders

RtR Race to Resilience

SBTi FLAG Science Based Targets initiative – Forest, Land and Agriculture

SDG Sustainable Development Goals

SMEs Small and medium-sized enterprises

UNCCD United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

UNSG United Nations Secretary-General



Foreword, Simon Stiell 

Executive Secretary 
of the UNFCCC 
Ten years ago, the world came together in Paris and pledged to limit global heating 
to 1.5°C, strengthen resilience, and align finance with a sustainable future.

Since then, global climate action has expanded 
beyond governments to become a truly collective 
effort – driven by cities, regions, businesses, 
investors, communities, and citizens everywhere. 
This Yearbook of Global Climate Action marks that 
decade of progress and transformation. 

We are now entering a decisive new phase. The first 
Global Stocktake clearly showed us that while 
progress is real, it remains insufficient. 

In response, COP 28 in Dubai set the direction we 
must follow: a just, orderly, and equitable transition 
away from fossil fuels by mid-century; and a tripling 
of renewable energy; a doubling of energy 
efficiency, and supporting efforts to halt and 

reverse deforestation and forest degradation by 
2030. COP 29 in Baku took important steps to 
translate those commitments into action – 
especially through a new collective quantified goal 
on climate finance. COP 30 in Belém will be the 
moment to accelerate. Across every country, sector, 
and society. 

That is where non-Party stakeholders – the main 
actors featured in this Yearbook – play an 
indispensable role. Every tonne of carbon avoided, 
every ecosystem restored, every community made 
more resilient depends on action taken locally. 
Subnational governments - cities, states, and 
regions - have become critical drivers of 
implementation. 
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Through initiatives such as the Sustainable Urban 
Resilience for the Next Generation (SURGe), the 
Coalition for High Ambition Multilevel Partnerships 
(CHAMP), and the appointment of the COP 30 
Special Envoy for Urban Solutions, we are 
witnessing a new era of climate localism – one that 
connects global ambition with concrete results on 
the ground. 

This Yearbook also shows how the tools for 
tracking and transparency of voluntary climate 
action have continued to evolve. The role of the 
Non-State Actor Zone for Climate Action (NAZCA) 
portal is instrumental – providing a more 
comprehensive picture of climate action worldwide. 
With the huge growth of voluntary cooperative 
initiatives reporting their work to the portal, 
transparency is deepening. And this transparency 
matters – it is how we move from pledges to proof, 
from intention to impact. 

The 2025 Yearbook of Global Climate Action – 
produced with the High-Level Climate Champions 
with the support of UN Climate Change, and in 
collaboration with other stakeholders and data 
partners – offers an integrated overview of the 
state of global climate action across six thematic 
axes: energy, industry and transport; nature and 
biodiversity; food and agriculture; cities and 
infrastructure; human and social development; and 
the enabling conditions of finance, technology, and 
capacity building. 

It captures both qualitative and quantitative 
progress, building a clearer foundation for 
comparability, oversight, and learning year on year. 

This ninth edition demonstrates that the Global 
Climate Action Agenda has matured from a 
platform for mobilization into an instrument for 
implementation. It provides evidence that systems 
transformation is underway, and highlights where 
momentum must now accelerate. It also informs 

the Climate Champions’ next five-year vision, 
ensuring that the Global Climate Action Agenda 
helps us achieve the negotiated outcomes of 
UNFCCC process and, meet the goals of the Global 
Stocktake, benefitting people all over the world. 

Our task in this critical decade is to close the gap 
between where we are and where we need to be – 
by aligning real-economy transformations with 
science, equity, and solidarity. 

The spirit of mutirão – collective effort – embodies 
what success must look like at COP 30 and beyond: 
everyone, everywhere, working together to achieve 
measurable progress. 

This Yearbook celebrates that collective effort. It 
recognizes the innovators, communities, 
partnerships, and coalitions turning ambition into 
action. It reminds us that the story of the Paris 
Agreement is not written in negotiating rooms alone 
– it is written in the streets of our cities, the fields 
of our farmers, and the decisions of our financiers. 
The next chapter must be one of scaled-up 
implementation, grounded in transparency, 
inclusion, and shared purpose. 

I hope this 2025 Yearbook serves as both a mirror 
and a compass – reflecting how far we have come 
and guiding us to go further and faster, together.
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Foreword 

Climate High-Level Champions 
In 2015, national governments committed to act together on the defining challenge of our 
age, recognizing that their success would be judged not by the words agreed in that hall 
but by the delivery that followed. A decade on, that moment of judgement has arrived. 

Today, the promises of Paris are tested in a world already altered by climate change, where every decision 
made by governments, markets and communities is tied to the stability of economies and the resilience of 
societies. This is also the year identified by the IPCC as the point by which global emissions must peak if the 
1.5°C goal is to remain within reach.  
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