
Welcome & 
Introduction

Welcome to this introductory engagement event about the future 
growth of Hemel Hempstead. This is the first of several sessions The 
Crown Estate will host as we develop proposals for our land at East 
Hemel in partnership with the community and local stakeholders.

The Crown Estate 
The Crown Estate is a national landowner which manages land, 
property and the seabed across England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  
As well as land within the Hemel Garden Communities growth area, 
our diverse portfolio includes significant areas such as London’s 
West End and Windsor Great Park.  We aim to use our portfolio to 
make a positive environmental and social impact that will help local 
communities to thrive. 

Hemel Garden Communities (HGC) 
HGC is an ambitious development programme that will transform 
Hemel Hempstead and be a catalyst for growth across Hertfordshire. 
It will create attractive and sustainable new neighbourhoods and 
communities to the north and east of Hemel Hempstead, through 
the delivery of around 10,500 new homes and 8,000 new jobs by 
2050. 

The HGC Partners
Dacorum Borough Council, St Albans City and District Council, 
Hertfordshire County Council, Hertfordshire Local Enterprise 
Partnership and Hertfordshire Innovation Quarter - are working with 
The Crown Estate and other key landowners to deliver the HGC 
programme, with the aim of delivering transformational change 
across Hemel Hempstead.

East Hemel

Historical context
Hemel Hempstead has become one of the most important 
towns in Hertfordshire.

Favourable geological conditions enabled the Grand Junction 
Canal to pass through the market town in the 18th century, 
connecting Hemel Hempstead to the Capital. The London to 
Birmingham railway was constructed in the 19th Century, 
followed by the link to Harpenden (now known as the Nickey 
Line), ensuring good trade connections. Towards the end of 
the 19th century, the town expanded further with housing 
developed for London commuters.

Designated a ‘mark one’ New Town in 1946, Hemel  provided  
good family homes in healthy neighbourhoods, easing 
overcrowding and poor living conditions in many London 
boroughs. It has grown considerably from that time when the 
population was around 20,000. Today it is home to 96,000 
residents. In the same timeframe, England’s population has 
grown by some 15 million.

Hemel Hempstead has a vibrant economy which attracts 
business investment, jobs and skills. It has been home to 
major companies such as Kodak, BP, Amazon and The British 
Standards Institution, and is often used as a film and television 
location.

We now need to plan for the next phase, to help equip Hemel 
Hempstead’s economy for the future; delivering homes and 
infrastructure to support the changing needs of current  
residents and the aspirations of future generations.

What are the major features of Hemel Hempstead’s history 
that you would highlight?

What is your favourite thing about  living in Hemel  
Hempstead?


