
Welcome & 
Introduction

Welcome to this introductory engagement event about the future 
growth of Hemel Hempstead. This is the first of several sessions The 
Crown Estate will host as we develop proposals for our land at East 
Hemel in partnership with the community and local stakeholders.

The Crown Estate 
The Crown Estate is a national landowner which manages land, 
property and the seabed across England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  
As well as land within the Hemel Garden Communities growth area, 
our diverse portfolio includes significant areas such as London’s 
West End and Windsor Great Park.  We aim to use our portfolio to 
make a positive environmental and social impact that will help local 
communities to thrive. 

Hemel Garden Communities (HGC) 
HGC is an ambitious development programme that will 
transform Hemel Hempstead and be a catalyst for growth across 
Hertfordshire. It will create attractive and sustainable new 
neighbourhoods and communities to the north and east of Hemel 
Hempstead, through the delivery of around 10,500 new homes and 
8,000 new jobs by 2050. 

The HGC Partners
Dacorum Borough Council, St Albans City and District Council, 
Hertfordshire County Council, Hertfordshire Local Enterprise 
Partnership and Hertfordshire Innovation Quarter - are working with 
The Crown Estate and other key landowners to deliver the HGC 
programme, with the aim of delivering transformational change 
across Hemel Hempstead.

Welcome
Sustainable development 
East Hemel is planned with long-term 
goals of being an environmentally and 
socially positive development. The 
design team are progressing these goals 
through the masterplan design. The grid 
of images summarises the vision and key 
activities. 

Energy
The key features of the energy strategy 
are: 

• Energy efficiency: Reducing energy 
demand through passive design and 
fabric specifications. 

• Zero carbon heat: Supplying non 
fossil fuel heat using a combination of 
heat pumps, with a mix of standalone, 
communal and network solutions. 

• Low-carbon electricity: De-carbonising 
the electricity supply, including through 
onsite renewable energy generation and 
sharing opportunities (e.g. solar panels, 
energy hubs, smart-grids). 
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& Water
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Water
The key features of the water strategy are:

• Sustainable drainage: Developing a sustainable drainage strategy that 
reduces flood risk and diffuses urban pollution, while maximising benefits 
for biodiversity and public use (e.g. a swimming pond). 

• Water management: Embedding water efficiency measures and smart 
rainwater harvesting options into the design to support water conservation 
across the neighbourhoods.
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