
EVERY WORD HAS A STORY: RESOURCE 

FORMAL AND INFORMAL VOCABULARY 

 

VERBS 

Formal  Informal 

to depart to go 

to retain to keep 

to cease to stop 

to function to work 

to comprehend to understand 

to demonstrate 

to display 

to exhibit 

to show 

to reside to live 

to appear to seem 

to reduce 

to decrease 
to shorten 

to finalise 

to complete 
to end 

to aid 

to support 
to help 

to commence to begin 

to obtain 

to acquire 
to get 

to release to free 

to consume to eat 

 

 

 

 

NOUNS 

Formal  Informal 

vision sight 

residence home 

perspiration sweat 

comprehension understanding 

 

ADJECTIVES 

Formal  Informal 

incorrect wrong 

amiable kind 

vacant empty 

insane mad 

inexpensive cheap 

active 

energetic 
lively 

improved 

superior 
better 

sufficient enough 

entire whole 

large big 

partially bit/sort of 
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