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“Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila

Second Sunday of Advent
December 10, 2023
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of Advent

F"rfzpa re the way of the Lord!
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773-528-6650 Office Hours

Friday Communion Service
Weekdays: 9 AM - 7:30 PM

Friday- 8:00AM
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Welcome rage s

“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people,
especially those who are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them
to join in the Mission of Christ to live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all back-
grounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their desires and questions, crossing borders
and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the Mission of building

bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Community Ministries Eucharistic Ministers

teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

b . .
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community inour g, eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

liturgies or our planning, there are many opportunities
for you! Pastoral Council

teresa.church/pastoral-council

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission
teresa.church/rcia and vision for our community.

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping Finance Council

those through that process as a companion. teresa.church/finance-council
Lectors Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and
teresa.church/lectors advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions.

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Interested in Joining Our Parish?

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community?
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name
Email Phone
Address

Ministries of Interest
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In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you
to get involved with your family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries

We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger

Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago.
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Night Ministry

Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the
homeless. Participation is easy and safe! For more information and to sign up,
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes
Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a

meal.

Spiritual Ministries

There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate
our faith via small christian communities, serving in
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality

teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality

teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join.

La Posada Border Ministry

teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry

teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our
community.

Care for Creation Ministry

teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility,
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups

Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education

teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de
Chicago

teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11

Isaiah tells the people to prepare a way for the Lord.
Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-14

Peter teaches that we must always be holy because the
return of the Lord cannot be predicted.

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8

John the Baptist preached repentance and baptized the
people, in preparation for the one who would baptize
with the Holy Spirit.

Feasts and Saints:
12/11- St. Damasus I, Pope

12/13-St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr

12/14- St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the
Church

Reflections for Today:

In what ways can you practice ‘active patience’ during
Advent, using this time not just to wait but to grow and
prepare spiritually?

Reflection

Daily Prayer for Today:

Lord our God, we think of all the people who have
trusted in you. We remember all the signs and wonders
you have shown to establish your name among us. We
belong to those who hold to you today; may our hearts
be kept faithful through your Spirit. Even if there are
great hardships in our times and everything seems on the
verge of collapse, even if the world perishes, you, O God,
are our stronghold. This truth remains forever. In you we
want to hold true until your great day comes, until the
power of the Savior is revealed in many people so that in
their misery they can believe and find help and comfort.
Amen.

Financials: October 2023

FY24 FY23
Basket/Mail In: 8,917 21,536
Give Central: 38,753 34,775
Total: THIS YEAR PREVIOUS YEAR
$47,670 $56,311

$(8,641)

Stewardship:
“Prepare the way of the Lord...” - MARK 1:3

We are all called to live a holy life. We are all called

to invite others to live holy lives. Living a stewardship
lifestyle, being grateful and generous with our gifts, puts
us on the path to holiness and is an example for others
to be holy, too. We are responsible not only for our own
lives, but for the lives of others as well. How are you
helping others get to Heaven?
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Our Lady of Guadalupe:
Feast Day December 12th

December 12 is The Day of the Virgin of Guadalupe (Dia
de la Virgen de Guadalupe), a popular Catholic feast
day that celebrates the anniversary of the appearance
of the Virgin Mary, Mexico’s patron saint, in Mexico City
on December 9 and 12, 1531.

In 1531 a “Lady from Heaven” appeared to Saint Juan
Diego, a poor Indian from Tepeyac, a hill northwest

of Mexico City. She identified herself as the Mother of
the True God and instructed him to have the bishop
build a church on the site. As a sign for the bishop, she
left an image of herself imprinted miraculously on his
tilma, a poor quality cactus-cloth. The tilma should
have deteriorated within 20 years but shows no sign
of decay after over 470 years. To this day it defies all
scientific explanations of its origin. In the eyes of Our
Lady of Guadalupe on the tilma, we can see reflected
what was in front of her in 1531. Her message of love
and compassion, and her universal promise of help and
protection to all mankind, as well as the story of the
apparitions, are described in the “Nican Mopohua,” a
16th century document written in the native Nahuatl
language. There is reason to believe that at Tepeyac
Mary came in her glorified body, and her actual
physical hands rearranged the roses in Juan Diego’s
tilma, which makes this apparition very special.

An incredible list of miracles, cures, and interventions
are attributed to Our Lady of Guadalupe. Each year an
estimated 10 million people visit her Basilica, making
her Mexico City home the most popular Marian shrine
in the world, and the most visited Catholic church in
the world after Saint Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican.

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is celebrated on
December 12th. In 1999, Pope John Paul II, in his
homily given during the Solemn Mass at the Basilica of
Our Lady of Guadalupe, his third visit to the sanctuary,
declared the date of December the 12th as a Liturgical
Holy Day for the whole continent. During the same
visit Pope John Paul II entrusted the cause of life to
her loving protection, and placed under her motherly
care the innocent lives of children, especially those
who are in danger of not being born.
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St. Lucy:
Feast Day December 13th

A virgin and martyr of Syracuse in Sicily, whose feast

is celebrated on December 13th. According to the
tradition, Saint Lucy was born of rich and noble parents
in the year 283. Her father was of Roman origin, but his
early death left her dependent upon her mother, whose
name, Eutychia, seems to indicate that she was of Greek
heritage.

Like so many of the early martyrs, Lucy had consecrated
her virginity to God, and she hoped to devote all her
worldly goods to the service of the poor.

Her mother, Eutychia, arranged a marriage for her, but
for three years she managed to postpone the marriage.
Lucy prayed at the tomb of Saint Agatha, to change her
mother’s mind about her faith. As a result, her mother’s
long haemorrhagic illness was cured and she agreed
with Lucy’s desire to live for God.

Saint Lucy’s rejected bridegroom, Paschasius,
denounced Lucy as a Christian. The governor planned
to force her into prostitution, but when guards went
to fetch her, they could not move her even when they
hitched her to a team of oxen. The governor ordered
her killed instead. After torture that included having
her eyes torn out, she was surrounded by bundles of
wood which were set afire; the fire quickly went out.
She prophesied against her persecutors, and was then
executed by being stabbed to death with a dagger.

Legend says her eyesight was restored before her death.
This and the meaning of her name led to her connection

with eyes, the blind, eye trouble, and other eye ailments.

Saint Lucia was believed to have brought food and aid
to Christians hiding in the underground cemeteries.
She used a candle lit wreath to light her path so that
she could her carry as much food as possible for the
underground Christians.

Each year on her feast day, children dress up in all
white, wear a crown of candles. Many churches also
host a St Lucia Procession where both boys and girls
process while singing a hymn to St Lucia.
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Breakfast with Santa:
Next Sunday
December 17th after the 10am Mass.

Please join us for a pancake breakfast and a
visit from Saint Nick in the parish center.

We hope to see you there!

December Giving to the Refugee’s:

As the Holiday and Giving Season is here, it is important

to remember those who have nothing. St. Teresa of Avila
partners with Exodus World Services to help support
refugees that are coming to the US. St. Teresa’s has
committed to sponsoring Two Welcome Packs for two newly
arriving families. A welcome pack is a one time service
that assist in turning an empty apartment into a home for
newly arriving refugees. We have created an Amazon Wish
List in order to gather the necessary items for the family,
which includes household items for the kitchen, bath,

and bedroom. We will be conducting this drive during the
month of December. Our goal is to have all of the necessary
items by Christmas so we can be ready to meet a new
family sometime in early 2024. May God Bless you for your
generosity.

Below is a QR code that you can scan. All items will be
shipped to the rectory. Any questions please reach out to
kristen@rlcanning.com

https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-
view/2HPSMMCIQVCZC

@) scan e
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Bible Education: Returns January 7th, 2024

“A Biblical Walk Through The Mass” Join us, on Sunday at
8:50 — 9:50 am OR 4:40 - 5:40 pm, as we explore the rich
biblical roots of the Liturgy and learn what our words, ges-
tures, and rituals mean and why it all matters.

Sign Up or Questions? Email Debbie at dbichimer@gmail.
com

Join Us For Hospitality
After the 10am and 6pm Mass

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to
know each other! If you would be interested in hosting a
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up-

https://sighup.com/go/uwfqUZN

Food Pantry

In an attempt to reduce the use of plastic bags, the Food
Pantry is always in great need of DOUBLED PAPER GROCERY
BAGS WITH HANDLES. Please drop off at the parish office

or at the pantry. Help our Food Pantry by donating cans of
HEARTY SOUP or BOXES OF CEREAL.Please bring to Mass
each week to be Presented during The Presentation of the
Gifts.Note: We only ask for soup and cereal as most items
needed come from the Greater Chicago Food Depository.
Thank You!

CHARITY

B i

Loaves and Fishes:
Hello St Teresa Parishioners,

As the weather turns colder our Loaves and Fishes Ministry
is looking for any new and gently worn coats for our guests.
Men’s large and x large are in the highest demand and the
warmer the better!

Call the Parish Office to arrange drop off- 773-528-6650

Give the Gift of Love for the Holidays:
To your Spouse, Child, Parent, Friend or Neighbor.
Anyone who is Home or Hospital bound.

Schedule a visit by Fr. Frank Latzko or Kenneth Jaszczor
(MOC) to bring the Eucharist to their Home this Holiday
Season.

To schedule an appointment call St. Teresa of Avila Parish

office at 773-528-6650 or email cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Hearing the call to serve those less fortunate? Always
wanted to (learn to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and
Fishes Ministry is seeking cooks (and their helpers) to
prepare a warm dinner for the elderly and homeless in
our area, served each Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour
commitment one Friday a month, you’ll meet a wonderful
group of people to work with, share kitchen tips and feel
good about helping those in need. For more info, please
contact Charisse Gioia cgioia@stteresaparish.org Thank
you!
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Mass Intentions Upcoming Mass Schedule
10AM - Dolores Cavaugh (D), Estella Montes (D), Guadalupe Sunday 12/17 10am- Fr. Udovic
Rosado (D), Concepcion Ramirez (D) and Martha Montes (D) Sunday 12/17 12pm- Fr. Udovic

12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased Sunday 12/17 6pm- Fr. Udovic

6 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The
Deceased and Peace in Our World:

We pray for everyone who
suffers from illness of mind or
body.

We pray for those who have
passed away.

We pray for peace in our city and
around the world.

We pray for the intentions on our
prayer cards.

We pray for survivors and
perpetrators

of sexual abuse.

Sunday Funday: December 10th

wARD THANK YOU
Today is- National Lager Day and Nobel Prize Day >0 FOR GIVING US THE

1768-The first edition of the Encyclopeedia Britannica was
published.

1884- Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn was
published.

1964- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. received the Nobel Peace Prize.
Santa hasn’t always worn his trademark red outfit:

The attire we've come to love since childhood was originally green

and white and was altered as part of a 1930’ advertising campaign
by Coca-Cola!
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ring
Igh School Chamber Singers

DECEMBER 17, 2023
FOLLOWING THE 6:00PM MASS

St. Teresa of Avila
1950 North Kenmore Avenue
Chicago, 1llinois 60614
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Around the Parish

ST. TERESA OF AVILA
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 2023

Christmas Eve Sunday December 24"
10am Sunday Mass

3pm and 7pm Christmas Eve Mass

Christmas Day Monday December 25"
10am Christmas Day Mass

New Year's Eve Sunday December 31*
10am and 12pm Sunday Mass

6pm The Solemnity of Mary
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Second Sunday of Advent:

Today, the Second Sunday of Advent we light the second
candle, which is the symbol of FAITH.

The second advent candle (“The Bethlehem Candle”) is
also purple and represents peace.

The candle’s name has its origins in the prophet Micah
who prophesied Jesus would be born in Bethlehem.

The Second Week of Advent is the week of Peace. This
verse tells us that Jesus came to be the Prince of Peace.
The word peace is the Hebrew word shalom which
means completeness or well being. Jesus did not come
just to end wars, but to make us complete by saving us
from our sinfulness.

On the second Sunday in Advent
the "Peace" candle is lit




Parish Contacts
Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor
frfrankjohn56 @gmail.com

Charisse Gioia

Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing
the parish office as well producing our
weekly bulletin and emails.

Charisse has been with the parish since
2019.

Mark Neuhengen

Director of Evangelization and

Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org

Mark is responsible for our Parish
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a
graduate from Loyola University Chicago
, holds a masters in theology and has
been with the parish since 2019.

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org

Barb is responsible for our Children’s
Faith formation programs. She and her
husband Ed have been parishioners at
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music
musicalnutl@mac.com

Staff

Housekeeping

Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora

Building & Facilities Manager
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council

Anna Althoff- President

annamariealthoff@hotmail.com

The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the
Mission of the Parish.

Finance Council

Don Eldred- Chair

The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor
and business manager on financial matters, including the
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee

Dan Summins- Chair

dsummins@hotmail.com

The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse

To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors,
contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local
police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth
(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.



