
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday 6 PM French Mass 

Sunday	 10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Friday - 8:00AM Communion Service

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email 
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

The Ascension of the Lord
May 12, 2024

Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address
1037 W. Armitage Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773–528–6650 

www.teresa.church

                                     “Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila

        



Welcome
“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the            

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, 

especially those who are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them 

to join in the Mission of Christ to live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all back-

grounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their desires and questions, crossing borders 

and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the Mission of building 

bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Interested in Joining Our Parish?
Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community? 
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email							       Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest

Community Ministries
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community in our 
liturgies or our planning, there are many opportunities 
for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teresa.church/rcia

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping 
those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission 
and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and 
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions. 
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Welcome
In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you 
to get involved with your family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries
We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get 
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln 
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger
Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the 
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago. 
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly 
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with 

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the 
homeless.  Participation is easy and safe!  For more information and to sign up, 
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes

Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a 
meal.

La Posada Border Ministry
teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry
teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of 
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our 
community.

Care for Creation Ministry
teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to 
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet 
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility, 
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for 
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Spiritual Ministries
There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate 
our faith via small christian communities, serving in 
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality
teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive 
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality
teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and 
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join. 

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups
Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe 
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the 
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good 
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST 
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special 
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs 
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de 
Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.

Page 3



Page 4Parish Life
This Sunday’s Readings:
First Reading:  Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11

Jesus is taken up to heaven in the presence of the 
apostles.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23 or Ephesians 4:1-13 
(shorter form: Ephesians 4:1-7,11-13)

God raised Jesus from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand.

Gospel Reading:  Mark 16:15-20

Jesus is taken to heaven, and the disciples go forth to 
preach as Jesus commanded.

                                   

Feasts and Saints:
5/13- Our Lady of Fatima

5/14- St. Matthias, Apostle

5/15- St. Isidore

5/18- St. John I, Pope and Martyr

            

Reflections for Today:
Reflect on a time when you had to wait for something 
important. 

How does the apostles’ experience of waiting in 
Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit help you understand 
the value of patience and trust in God’s timing? 

Stewardship:                                     
Mark 16:15 encapsulates the heart of our mission as 
believers.

It’s a reminder that our faith is not meant to be hidden 
or insular but shared with others. Through our words, 
actions, and love, we have the privilege of participating 
in God’s redemptive work, bringing the Good News to 
life for others.

Financials: March 2024

                                     FY24                          FY23   

Basket/Mail In:       21,283                     27,978

Give Central:           36,398                     38,956

Total:                    THIS YEAR            PREVIOUS YEAR

                                 $57,681                     $66,934

                                                 ($9,253)

March Weekly:
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Loaves and Fishes:                                        
The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests 
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.  

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them, 
and clean tables.  Volunteers are needed on Friday 
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00.  If you cannot arrive by 
3:30, just let us know when you sign up.  You can sign 
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call 
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn 
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is 
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner 
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each 
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll 
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share 
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need. 
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia 

cgioia@stteresaparish.org                     

                                                                           Thank you

Home Communion:

Please contact the parish office to request a home 
visit with a minister of care to bring the Eucharist to 
you.

Parish Life

Join Us For Hospitality:                                     
After the 10am and 6pm Mass   

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with 
fellow parishioners as well as meeting new ones 
and getting to know each other!    If you would be 
interested in hosting a Sunday after the 10am Mass 
here is the link to sign up- 

           https://signup.com/go/uwfqUZN   

Food Pantry:

The Food Pantry continues to be in need of paper bags, 
but is requesting that the bags have handles and NOT 
be doubled. The single bags are holding up just fine!

If you have a collection that you would like to 
contribute, please drop it off at the parish office or at 
the pantry. Thank you.

Items the pantry could use that are not available 
through the Chicago Food Depository include cans of:

Peaches

Pineapple

Applesauce

Peas

Kidney Beans

Garbanzo Beans

Pinto Beans

 Hearty Soups

Items may be placed in the baskets in church or left 
outside the food pantry. 

Thank you for your always generous response to those 
in need.



Prayer

                  
                                                                   
                                                                      

Mass Intentions                                                             
10AM - John James Mitchell (D),  Bill Riordan (D), and Mary 
Jane Byerwalter (D)

12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

6 PM -   Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased
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We pray  for everyone who 
suffers from illness of mind or 
body.
We pray for those who have 
passed away.
We pray for peace in our city and 
around the world. 
We pray for the intentions on our 
prayer cards.
We pray for survivors and 
perpetrators
of sexual abuse.

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The 
Deceased and Peace in Our World:

Sunday Funday: May 12th:

Today is-  Limerick Day and Nutty Fudge Day

1932-The body of the Lindbergh baby was found less than a 
mile from the Lindbergh home in Hopewell, New Jersey.

1965- The Soviet spacecraft Luna 5 crashed on the Moon.

1995- Day time soap opera As The World Turns aired its 
10,000th episode

There is an “i” in the center of the word “hurricane.”

Sunday 5/19  10am- Fr. Frank
Sunday 5/19  12pm- Fr. Frank
Sunday 5/19   6pm- Fr. Frank

   
                     Prayer for today

Lord our God, we thank you that we can be 
children of your Spirit. We thank you that 
because you have called us, we receive 
eternal gifts that enable us to stand firm 
even when many sorrows and burdens weigh 
us down. For you are our life, and in all the 
darkness, even that of death, you give us 
light and strength and joyful hope. Keep 
these alive in us. May an ever brighter light 
shine on all that you have already put into 
our hearts, on all that draws us daily to you. 
Amen.

Upcoming Mass Schedule
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Our Lady of Fatima: Feast Day May 13th:

The story begins in the village of Fatima, Portugal, on 
May 13, 1917. On that fateful day near that tiny village, 
The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, appeared to 
three young peasant children: Francisco, Jacinta, and 
Lucia; ages 10, 9 and 7 as they  were tending their 
family’s sheep when “a Lady all in white, more brilliant 
than the sun… indescribably beautiful,” standing above 
a bush, appeared to the youngsters.

From May through October 1917, the Lady appeared and 
spoke to the children on the 13th day of each month.

News of these apparitions began to spread throughout 
the region. The children recounted that the Virgin told 
them that God had sent her with a message for every 
man, woman, and child living in the century.  She 
promised that God would grant peace to the entire world 
if Her requests for prayer, reparation and consecration 
were heard and obeyed. While many people believed 
the children had actually seen the Virgin, many others 
discounted the children’s story, subjecting them to much 
derision and ridicule. When it became known the Lady 
would visit the children for the last time on October 13, 
1917, and had promised a sign that would convince the 
world she had appeared, many pilgrims made plans to 
attend.

Though the region had been subjected to three days of 
torrential downpour, nearly 70,000 people journeyed 
through the heavy rain and mud to the place of the 
previous apparitions to witness the predicted miracle. 
Many were scornful, unbelievers whose sole intent was 
to discredit the children’s stories.

Suddenly the “clouds separated…and the sun appeared 
between them in the clear blue, like a disk of white 
fire.” The people could look at the sun without blinking 
and while they gazed upward, the huge ball began to 
“dance”. The huge fireball whirled rapidly with dizzy and 
sickening speed, flinging out all sorts of brilliant colors 
that reflected on the faces of the crowds. The fiery ball 
continued to gyrate in this manner three times, then 
seemed to tremble and shudder, and plunge in a mighty 
zigzag course toward the earth. The crowd was terrified, 
fearing this was the end of the world.

Around the Parish 

However, the sun reversed course and, retracing its 
zigzagging course, returned to its normal place in the 
heavens. All of this transpired in approximately ten minutes. 
After realizing they were not doomed, the crowd began 
ecstatically laughing, crying, shouting and weeping. Many 
discovered their previously drenched clothing to be perfectly 
dry.

After what has become to be known as “The Miracle of the 
Sun,” the children were asked many, many times, about what 
they had seen and been told. Their story never changed. 
The heart of Our Lady’s message to the world is contained in 
what has become known as the “Secret,” which she confided 
to the children in July 1917. The “Secret” actually consists 
of three parts. The first part of the “Secret” was a frightening 
vision of hell, “where the souls of poor sinners go,” and 
contained an urgent plea from Our Lady for acts of prayer 
and sacrifice to save souls, with particular emphasis on 
praying of the rosary and devotion to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary.

The second part of the “Secret” specifically prophesied the 
outbreak of World War II and contained the prediction of 
the immense damage that Russia would do to humanity by 
abandoning the Christian faith and embracing Communists’ 
totalitarianism.

The third part was not revealed until 2000. Its revelation 
coincided with the beatification of Francisco and Jacinta.

Sister Lucia, the surviving member of the Fatima trio, 
confirmed that in the vision “the Bishop clothed in white,” 
who prays for all the faithful, is the Pope. As he makes 
his way with great difficulty towards the Cross amid the 
corpses of those who were martyred (bishops, priests, men 
and women religious and many lay people), he too falls to 
the ground, apparently dead, under a hail of gunfire. It is 
possible that the vision predicted the 1981 attack on Pope 
John Paul II’s life. The Pope has always credited the Virgin 
for his survival.



Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor 
frfrankjohn56@gmail.com

Charisse Gioia
Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin
cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing 
the parish office as well producing our 
weekly bulletin and emails.
Charisse has been with the parish since 
2019.

Mark Neuhengen
Director of Evangelization and 
Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org       

Mark is responsible for our Parish 
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a 
graduate from Loyola University Chicago 
, holds a masters in theology and has 
been with the parish since 2019. 

                   

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org                              

Barb is responsible for our Children’s 
Faith formation programs. She and her 
husband Ed have been parishioners at 
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music 
musicalnut1@mac.com

Parish Contacts
Staff
Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra
Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager 
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council
Anna Althoff- President
annamariealthoff@hotmail.com
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the 
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together 
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the 
Mission of the Parish. 

Finance Council
Don Eldred- Chair
The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial 
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor 
and business manager on financial matters, including the 
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee
Dan Summins- Chair
dsummins@hotmail.com
The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of 
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the 
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by 
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs 
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are 

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse
To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors, 

contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) 

Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local 

police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth 

(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.


