
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday  6 PM French Mass 

Sunday    10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Friday - 8:00AM Communion Service

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email 
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 13, 2024

Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address
1037 W. Armitage Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773–528–6650 

www.teresa.church

                                     “Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila

     

   
      



Welcome
“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the            

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who 

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to 

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their 

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the 

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Interested in Joining Our Parish?
Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community? 
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email       Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest

Community Ministries
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community in our 
liturgies or our planning, there are many opportunities 
for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teresa.church/rcia

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping 
those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission 
and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and 
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions. 
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Welcome
In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your 

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries
We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get 
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln 
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger
Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the 
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago. 
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly 
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with 

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the 
homeless.  Participation is easy and safe!  For more information and to sign up, 
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes

Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a 
meal.

La Posada Border Ministry
teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry
teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of 
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our 
community.

Care for Creation Ministry
teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to 
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet 
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility, 
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for 
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Spiritual Ministries
There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate 
our faith via small christian communities, serving in 
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality
teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive 
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality
teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and 
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join. 

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups
Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe 
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the 
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good 
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST 
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special 
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs 
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:
First Reading: Wisdom 7:7-11

Wisdom is preferred above gold and silver.

Second Reading: Hebrews 4:12-13

The Word of God exposes the heart.

Gospel Reading:  Mark 10:17-30

A man with many possessions asks Jesus what he must 
do to gain eternal life.

                                 

Feasts and Saints:
10/14- St. Callistus I, Pope and Martyr

10/15- St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the 
Church

10/16- St. Hedwig, Religious

10/17- St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martry

10/18- St. Luke , Evangelist

Gospel Meditation:                 
 28 th Sunday in Ordinary Time

This week we hear of the man who inquires of Jesus 
how to obtain eternal life. He rejects Jesus’ invitation to 
sell his goods, give to the poor, and follow Jesus. Mark 
tells us this devastatingly sad line, “At this saying, his 
countenance fell and he went away sorrowful; for he had 
great possessions” (Mark 10:22). The man’s heart wasn’t 
centered on Jesus, but on his possessions.

Perhaps Jesus intuited this. Now, we don’t know if 
Jesus intended to actually make him go through with 
it, like God’s call to test Abraham’s willingness to 
sacrifice Isaac. But sadly, in this case the willingness 
was not there to entrust everything to Jesus. And 
this made the man deeply sad.  For most of us, the 
literal dispossessing of our goods is not our call. But 
as Christians, a consistent renouncing of them is. This 
week, especially if you’re noticing a persisting sadness, 
I invite you to hear Jesus calling you to acknowledge 
that none of your possessions are finally yours. They 
are God’s and on loan to you. We get so addicted to that 
stuffy and sad word, “mine.”

At Mass, we rehearse this attitude of joyful detachment 
by giving bread, wine, and money to the Lord, as if to 
say, “Lord, all I have is yours.” And what we get back is 
a sadness-defeating joy beyond all description: knowing 
that He is ours, and we are His.

Financials: August 2024

                                     FY25                          FY24   

Basket/Mail In:      5,895                        11,994

Give Central:          37,093                      42,676

Total:                    THIS YEAR            PREVIOUS YEAR

                                 $42,988                    $54,670

                                                 ($11,682)

August Weekly:
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Stewardship Reflections:

If Heaven Were Like Harvard

There’s no getting around it: life on earth can seem easier 
if you’re rich. Most of the bodily and material needs a 
person could have are fulfilled if you’ve got a little bit of 
money behind you. So why doesn’t this same theory apply 
to entering the kingdom of Heaven? Why isn’t Heaven like 
an Ivy League school, where a connection and a hasty 
tuition check might open a lot of doors?

When you think about it, the virtues required to enter 
Heaven — things like charity and justice and courage — 
should be even closer within the grasp of those who never 
had to worry about where their food is coming from. In 
theory, your capacity for good works should only increase 
with the resources at your disposal.

The same is true for stewardship potential. Let’s say I’ve 
got a lot of talent. Maybe I’ve got a lot of free time. On 
paper, it should be easier for me to give freely of these 
gifts, because I have the luxury that eluded the widow 
and her two coins: I can see my ample gift being put into 
action, when so many can only offer what they have and 
remind themselves that God sees it and appreciates it.

But here we get into the mess of humanity: if we have 
a lot of something, it means we have a lot of something 
we could use any way we want. And then we hear the 
whisper of the serpent: Think of what this (money, time, 
talent) could do for you.

May we pray for God to give us the heart of the widow, no 
matter our resources.

                      
                          

Reflections for Today:
Possessions

When I was a kid, before smartphones and Amazon, it 
was the toy catalogs that we waited for.
They arrived in the mail, smiling children’s faces 
splashed across the cover, like a silent promise
that real happiness could be purchased within these 
magical pages. We fought over who got to
look at them first. We imagined playtime with this 
Barbie or that EasyBake Oven.

Without realizing it, we expected that these toys — and 
the fun they would create out of thin air,
the excitement they would inject into our days — 
would give us new lives. Make us new people.

The toys we did get were fun enough, but they never 
made us new people. They never gave us new lives. 
And before long they broke or needed new batteries. 
They lost their allure, and they went to the attic. And 
then, many years later, when we got married or moved 
houses, we found them, and we sighed — more junk to 
get rid of.

It’s the same now, thirty years later, as much as I hate 
to admit it. The catalogs have become social media, 
and the toys have become promotions or pay raises or 
home improvement projects. I scroll through the feed 
and my mind lights up. 
What if we had this? What if we could buy that? What 
if we could go there?

The rich young man was not sad as he walked away 
from Jesus because he was losing his riches.
He was sad because he wasn’t — because he couldn’t. 
He couldn’t give them up. Such is the dark magic of 
materialism: it takes hold when you’re not looking. He 
thought he was being a good person and doing good 
things. But he had given his heart away, and he hadn’t 
given it to God. And now he couldn’t get it back.

Whatever of this world we seek to possess — dollars, 
cars, clothes, prestige — will come to
possess us, in the end. 
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Columbus Day:

The Parish office will be closed on Monday October 14th in 
observance of the holiday.

Chicago Marathon:

On September 25, 1977, 4,200 runners gathered at 
the foot of the Picasso sculpture in Daley Plaza for the 
Chicago’s first modern marathon, which was the largest 
marathon in U.S. history up to that point. That was the 
starting line for the race itself, but the origins of the city’s 
first marathon took many twists and turns through the 
streets of Chicago. 

Today, there are more than 40,000 runners – ten times the 
original field.  The event attracts 1.7 million spectators, 
who line the streets on race day cheering for the athletes.

The Bank of America Chicago Marathon is block-by-block, 
one of the great tours of the city of Chicago.”
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St. Teresa of Ávila | Feast Day October 15

St. Teresa of Ávila (1515-1582) was a Spanish Carmelite 
nun who lived in the 16 th century. She was a mystic and 
author of spiritual writings and poems. The originator of 
the Carmelite Reform, she founded numerous convents 
throughout Spain and restored a contemplative life to the 
order. She became well known for the mystical experiences, 
many of which she described in her autobiography.

The first of only four women to be named a Doctor of the 
Church, St. Teresa’s ascetic doctrine and Carmelite reforms 
shaped Roman Catholic contemplative life, and her writings 
on the Christian soul’s journey to God are considered works 
of art. Her writings, especially the “Way of Perfection” and 
“The Interior Castle,” have helped generations of believers.

St. Teresa of Avila died on Oct. 15, 1582. She was 
canonized on March 22, 1622, along with three of her 
greatest contemporaries: St. Ignatius Loyola, St. Francis 
Xavier, and St. Philip Neri.

Saint Luke | October 18

Saint Luke, sometimes called The Evangelist, is the 
author of the third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles 
and a physician. There is some debate about how he 
came to Christianity, though many believe he was a 
gentile convert. Tradition holds him to be a native of 
Antioch, Syria, possibly a slave. Most of what we know 
of Luke comes from Scripture, he was an eloquent and 
proficient writer, penning with accuracy the events he 
recounted. He is viewed as one of the best historical 
sources of the time.

Luke was a close companion of Paul’s, joining him at 
Troas about year 51 and going with him to Macedonia 
and Philippi. Their paths diverged and met again 
as they journeyed to spread the Good News. Luke 
remained with Paul until the latter was martyred in 
Rome.

Saint Luke’s Gospel is viewed as one of social 
justice, giving special attention to the poor. He also 
emphasizes gentiles hearing the message of Christ. 
It is the only Gospel with Mary’s Magnificat, and 
spends the most time illuminating the lives of the 
other women around Jesus. Accounts of Luke’s death 
are conflicting, some say he was martyred shortly 
after Paul others that he lived a long life completing 
his Gospel in Greece and dying at 84. He is the patron 
saint of physicians.
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Loaves and Fishes:                                        
The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests 
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.  

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them, 
and clean tables.  Volunteers are needed on Friday 
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00.  If you cannot arrive by 
3:30, just let us know when you sign up.  You can sign 
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call 
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn 
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is 
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner 
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each 
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll 
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share 
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need. 
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia 

cgioia@stteresaparish.org                     

                                                                           Thank you

Home Communion:

Please contact the parish office to request a home 
visit with a minister of care to bring the Eucharist to 
you.

Parish Life

Join Us For Hospitality:                                     
After the 10am and 6pm Mass   

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with 
fellow parishioners as well as meeting new ones 
and getting to know each other!    If you would be 
interested in hosting a Sunday after the 10am Mass 
here is the link to sign up- 

           https://signup.com/go/uwfqUZN   

Food Pantry:

Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to 
increase the choices food pantries are able to receive 
each month. As a result, a variety of canned goods, nuts 
and dried/frozen fruit have been added to our deliveries. 
However, we continue to be in need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation 
of the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!



Prayer

                  
                                                                   
                                                                      

Mass Intentions                                                          
10AM -  Dolores Gannon (D)

12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

 6 PM -  Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased
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We pray  for those who suffers 
from illness of mind or body.
We pray for those who have 
passed away.
We pray for peace in our city and 
around the world. 
We pray for the intentions on our 
prayer cards.
We pray for survivors and 
perpetrators
of sexual abuse.

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and 
Peace in Our World:

Sunday Funday: October 13th:

Today is Silly Sayings Day and US Navy Birthday

1775- The United States Continental Congress ordered the 
establishment of the Continental Navy (later renamed the 
United States Navy).

1792- The cornerstone for the White House was laid.

1958- Paddington Bear made his debut in A Bear Called 
Paddington.

Upcoming Mass Schedule
Sunday 10/20  10am-   Fr. Frank
Sunday 10/20   12pm-   Fr. Udovic
Sunday 10/20     6pm-  Fr. Udovic

                  

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN

Question: What is the name of the basin that holds Baptismal 
water inside a church?

Answer: Font.
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Around the Parish 



Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor 
frfrankjohn56@gmail.com

Charisse Gioia
Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin
cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing 
the parish office as well producing our 
weekly bulletin and emails.
Charisse has been with the parish since 
2019.

Mark Neuhengen
Director of Evangelization and 
Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org       

Mark is responsible for our Parish 
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a 
graduate from Loyola University Chicago 
, holds a masters in theology and has 
been with the parish since 2019. 

                   

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org                              

Barb is responsible for our Children’s 
Faith formation programs. She and her 
husband Ed have been parishioners at 
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music 
musicalnut1@mac.com

Parish Contacts
Staff
Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra
Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager 
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council
Anna Althoff- President
annamariealthoff@hotmail.com
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the 
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together 
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the 
Mission of the Parish. 

Finance Council
Don Eldred- Chair
The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial 
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor 
and business manager on financial matters, including the 
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee
Dan Summins- Chair
dsummins@hotmail.com
The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of 
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the 
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by 
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs 
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are 

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse
To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors, 

contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) 

Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local 

police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth 

(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.


