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“Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila

Third Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2024

Pastor Weekend Mass Schedule Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing
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“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Community Ministries

If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community in our

liturgies or our planning, there are many opportunities

for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

teresa.church/rcia
If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping

those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission

and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions.

Interested in Joining Our Parish?

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community?
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email

Address

Ministries of Interest

Phone




Welcome

Page 3

In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries

We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger

Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago.
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.
Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the

homeless. Participation is easy and safe! For more information and to sign up,
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes
Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a

meal.

Spiritual Ministries

There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate
our faith via small christian communities, serving in
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality

teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality

teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join.

La Posada Border Ministry

teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry

teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our

community.

Care for Creation Ministry

teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility,
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups

Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education

teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-18a

A savior is promised to Israel.

Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice always because the Lord is near.
Gospel Reading: Luke 3:10-18

John the Baptist teaches the path of repentance and
announces Christ.

Feasts and Saints:

12/21- St. Peter of Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the
Church

Gospel Meditation: 3rd Sunday of Advent

On a bright Spring morning, a passerby once saw St. Francis

of Assisi hoeing a row of beans and asked him, “What would
you be doing right now if you knew this was the last day of your
earthly life?” The Saint responded, “I'd keep hoeing this row of
beans.” Preparing for this world to end — whether by our death
or by Jesus’ glorious coming — invites us to live not in the past
or the present, but deeply in the present moment.

This same point is on display in the simple advice given by the
wild and eccentric John the Baptist. He speaks of the one who
is to come who will baptize “with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Luke
3:16). Despite the bizarre awesomeness of this announcement,
he tells his listeners to engage in the present moment with
simple acts of justice and love as their preparation for Jesus’
coming, sharing their clothes and food, eliminating greedy and
underhanded practices, being content with their wages. It’s so
undramatic. But how many actually did it? We don’t know. How
many of us will commit ourselves to these types of humble

and demanding practices in our lives? That’s what we should
be doing now in our present moment, not worrying about the
future.

Advent challenge: Name one way you are doing the bare
minimum towards others in your daily life. Or name something
you are doing because you are not content with your financial
situation. Pray: “Jesus, if it is your will, help me to stop doing
these things this week. Help me prepare for your coming.”
Then make the appropriate changes. — Father John Muir

Financials: October 2024

FY25 FY24
Basket/Mail In: 10,782 8,917
Give Central: 39,591 38,753
Total: THIS YEAR PREVIOUS YEAR
$50,373 $47,670

$2,703

Actual Collections vs, Weekly Budget

£20,000 S8 T30 B8, 75 518,756 248,756
£18 000
L 16,00
14,000
£12,000
R0 K]

SH000

5 00 £12 980 S0 112,712
55,155 :
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From Fr. Frank:

A wonderful way to prepare for Christmas is to celebrate
the Lord’s mercy in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. I will
be hearing Confessions on Tuesday, December 17 from
6:00-7:30 and on Monday, December 23 from 6:00-7:30.
I will be in our chapel of Reconciliation at the back of the
church near the statue of St. Francis.

Thank you for all your Christmas gifts to those residents
at Little Sisters of the Poor and for our refugee families.
Your generosity will bring much joy and comfort to those
who are lonely and those who are trying to find a safe
place to call home.

Our Christmas Masses will be on Christmas Eve at 3:00
pm, which will be our family Mass; and at 7:00 pm.
On Christmas Day at 10:00 am.

Exercise equipment needed for Refugee Family

One of our newest Refugee Family’s that we welcomed
has a very hard circumstance. The mother is single, and
has 2 disabled adult sons. One of the sons has had to
have open heart surgery, and the doctor wants him to
have light physical exercise. The mother asked if anyone
has a small treadmill or exercise bike they would be
willing to donate to their family to help with recovery. The
apartment is very small, so space wise, this would need
to be compact. Also looking to see if someone has the
ability to transport to the family’s apartment in Evanston/
Rogers Park. They are on the first floor, but there are
about 5 stairs leading up to the unit.

If you think you can help, please reach out to Kristen
Castelloni kristen@rlcanning.com. Thanks in advance for
your help.

Christmas:
Question:

With Christmas fast approaching, can you give me some
practical tips to prepare myself and my family that will
help us stay grounded in what this holiday is really about?
With all the commercialism, it’s easy to stray.

Answer:

Happy times and events bring fond memories and a
renewed sense of love and kinship with others. The
anticipation is half the joy of the event itself. The coming
of the Lord is that kind of event that people have been
looking forward to for generations with fervent hope and
desire. It gave them strength and courage as they waited
for the coming of the Lord.

We know that Christmas is rushed. Sales begin in August
and carols blare long before the season begins. Everyone
laments the commercial aspects of the season, but as
Advent begins, do something to help you be more mindful
of the Lord’s coming. Use an Advent wreath, or enthrone
the Bible prominently, or read the readings from the Bible
assigned to each day. Postpone the tree and decorations
until closer to Christmas. Establish new family rituals,
customs and prayers that help remind everyone that we
are preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Fasting, daily
Mass, a special celebration of reconciliation, reaching out
to those alienated from family or society, and visiting the
homebound manifest the love of the Christ Child and the
Holy Family. Resist the temptation to rush the season. In
his own time and in his own way, God will come. Our task
is simply to be watchful and ready.
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Gospel Reflections:
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
Asking the Question

I have found in my life that if I am certain of the answer to
a big and complicated question — right away, no doubts or
hesitations — there is a high likelihood that the answer is
actually the wrong one.

Because most of the time the truth is buried beneath a
thicket of pride, prejudice, and ignorance. To find our
answers, we have to be ready to put the gardening gloves
on and pick through the thorns. We have to pray. We have
to reflect. We have to question ourselves and others. We
have to examine our feelings. And then we have to pray
some more.

See, I would be willing to bet that the tax collectors and
soldiers knew. Deep in their hearts, they knew.

They knew when they approached John the Baptist and
asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” that his reply
was not going to be: “Keep doing exactly what you’re
doing.”

They had heard this guy preach. They knew what he was
about: repentance. They might not have known exactly
what John the Baptist was going to tell them to do, but they
knew whatever it was, it was going to be a challenge. It was
going to turn their lives upside down.

I give them credit for asking the question. That’s a hard
thing to do, and I don’t do it enough. Too often, I'm afraid to
ask the question.

How do I love this person? How do I live out my baptismal
callin this particular situation? How do I draw water from
the fountain of salvation — and how do I do it with joy, as
we are commanded by the Psalms?

Christmas is ten days away. Are we asking the question?

Stewardship Reflections:
The Well That Never Dries Up

Depending on how your mood is today, the words of
Paul will hit you differently. “Rejoice always,” he tells
us. Well, if your football team is poised to win this
weekend or next, maybe you’re really feeling this vibe.
But if you’ve got a long slog at work ahead of you this
week and a to-do list that only seems to grow and never
shrink, it may make you grumble. “Rejoice always?
Always? When I'm tired? Cranky? When I'm sick of
doing and giving? Thanks, Paul. I'll be sure to scribble
that phrase on a Post-It and stick it to my dashboard
for when someone inevitably cuts me off on tomorrow’s
morning commute.”

When we feel this way, we know it’s time to head back
to the well. Think of all the places in Scripture where
God compares His love, His mercy, His salvation to
water. And not just any water — living water, water that
moves. God’s strength is not a stagnant puddle sure

to evaporate and disappear. It’s water you can keep
coming back to. It’s water that never dries up.

Which is good news for us, because we never stop failing
to do what we should, never stop failing to feel the joy
and the compassion and the selflessness we are called
to. We need a source of living water if we are going to
‘rejoice always.’ To be everyday stewards, we need a
well that never empties.

The fountain of salvation never dries up. There is
always more there for us to draw from. It’s a sign of His
commitment — so let us, in turn, be committed to Him
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Turkey Trot 2024:

9th ANNUAL St. TERESA’s TURKEY TROT.......... A HUGE
SUCCESS!

We held our 9th Annual Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving
morning before the 9:00am Mass.

It was a fun social non-competitive walk / run with
breakfast before and after the trot.

Ages ranged from a 6th grader to a 66 year old, parents
brought their 2 year old in a stroller, Trotters came from
Lincoln Park and throughout the city and Johnny from
Oak Park. Several out of towners from the Twin Cities in
Minnesota and even a jogger from Texas!

Everyone was given a warm St. Teresa’s welcome and
enjoyed a wonderful start to their Thanksgiving Day.

Thanks for our trotters for bringing donations for our food

pantry.
Your kindness is appreciated.

Special the to Lonnie at Starbucks at Armitage and
Sheffield for the delicious hot fresh Pike’s Place coffee
and to Trader Joe’s on Ontario and Rush Street for the
yummy granola bars.

Where all are welcomed!
Coach Mark Buciak

markbuciak.qcc@rcn.com

|
3
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Join Us For Hospitality:
After the 10am and 6pm Mass

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to
know each other! If you would be interested in hosting a
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up-

https://sighup.com/go/uwfqUZN

Food Pantry:
Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to increase
the choices food pantries are able to receive each month. As a
result, a variety of canned goods, nuts and dried/frozen fruit
have been added to our deliveries. However, we continue to be in
need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation of
the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a new
Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are looking
for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help us build a
team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The task is simple,
we need amazing volunteers that will greet all parishioners
before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, and possibly
help them find a seat! You may think we already do this, but it’s
not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s house and not
being welcomed when you walk in the door, a place of business,
or a restaurant. First impressions can be lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to Jessica Marx @
chicago2381@hotmail.com.

Loaves and Fishes:

The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them,
and clean tables. Volunteers are needed on Friday
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00. If you cannot arrive by
3:30, just let us know when you sign up. You can sign
up here - https://sighup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need.
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Thank you

Home Communion:

Please contact the parish office to request a home
visit with a minister of care to bring the Eucharist to
you.
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Prayer ;

Mass Intentions Upcoming Mass Schedule
10AM - Joyce Jaszczor (D) Sunday 12/22 10am- Fr. Frank
12 PM - Sr. Amy and Sr. Joseph Marie Celebrating Jubilees Sunday 12/22 12pm- Fr. Udovic

Sunday 12/22 6pm- Fr. Franl
6 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased u Y / P T. frank

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace Prayer for the third week of Advent

in Our World:
Prayer with St. John the Baptist

Through the intercession of St. John the Baptist, help us
We prav for those who suffers to remember the least fortunate, and how caring for them
g shares in the caring of the beloved Christ-child. Bring Your

from illness of mind or body. ity int it
We pray for those who have generosity into our community.

passed away. A
men.

We pray for peace in our city and
around the world.

We pray for the intentions on our
prayer cards.

We pray for survivors and
perpetrators

of sexual abuse.

“How does a sheep say Merry
Christmas2”

Sunday Funday: December 15th:
Today is National Cupcake Day and National Wear Your Pearls Day

1836- A fire destroyed the US Patent Office, erasing the records of
most of the first 9,957 US patents’ records.

1939- Gone with the Wind premiered at Loew’s Grand Theatre in
Atlanta, Georgia, United States.

GreFAMHEUL CFUNMES

1944- Bandleader Glenn Miller’s plane disappeared over the English
Channel. One of the largest pop stars of his day, he was the first of
many who died in an airplane mishap. ”Fleece NGVidOd!”

There are many ways to say “Merry
Christmas,” but each one is a

wonderful blessing of the good news of

Jesus come to earth as our savior.

[>T



Around the Parish

St. Peter Canisius | Feast Day December 21

Born in Holland, St. Peter Canisius (May 8, 1521 — December
21, 1597) was a preacher, teacher, and writer throughout
his whole life. At the age of 19, he received a master’s
degree from the university at Cologne. Soon afterwards,

St. Peter met Peter Faber, the first disciple of Ignatius of
Loyola, who influenced him so much that he eventually
joined the Society of Jesus.

St. Peter Canisius founded colleges and seminaries, served
as a missionary, cared for the sick or imprisoned, and wrote
close to eight volumes of letters — many about St. Cyril of

Alexandria and St. Leo the Great. CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
A man blessed with many talents, St. Peter Canisius is a

wonderful example of a man who developed his talents to CHRISTMAS EVE

further God’s work here on earth. 3PM, 5PM FRENCH MASS AND 7TPM

CHRISTMAS DAY
10AM

1
ST. PETER
CANISIUS

FEA

L
» E K




Around the Parish

Greenery Sale 2024:

Thank you to Echo Hill Farms , Kristen Castelloni, and to
all who helped make this an amazing Greenery Sale this
past weekend.

All of the fresh wreaths, swags and centerpieces filled
the parish with the wonderful scent of pine.
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Our Lady of Guadalupe:

Thank you to Maria Montes , Alex , Guadalupe and all
who cooked, donated and helped on Sunday Decmeber
8th to make it a beautfiul celebrat to honor Our Lady of
Guadalupe.

A huge shout out to the Mariachi Band who filled the
parish center with the wonderful sounds of traditional
Mexican folk music.

A delicious feast was enjoyed by all!

Catholic Trivia Just for Fun:

Question: What do we call an ornamental canopy above
an altar inside a church?

Answer: A Baldacchino or Baldachin.



Parish Contacts
Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor
frfrankjohn56 @gmail.com

Charisse Gioia

Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing
the parish office as well producing our
weekly bulletin and emails.

Charisse has been with the parish since
2019.

Mark Neuhengen

Director of Evangelization and

Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org

Mark is responsible for our Parish
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a
graduate from Loyola University Chicago
, holds a masters in theology and has
been with the parish since 2019.

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org

Barb is responsible for our Children’s
Faith formation programs. She and her
husband Ed have been parishioners at
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music
musicalnutl@mac.com

Staff

Housekeeping

Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora

Building & Facilities Manager
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council

Anna Althoff- President

annamariealthoff@hotmail.com

The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the
Mission of the Parish.

Finance Council

Don Eldred- Chair

The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor
and business manager on financial matters, including the
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee

Dan Summins- Chair

dsummins@hotmail.com

The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse

To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors,
contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local
police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth
(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.



