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“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Community Ministries

If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community in our

liturgies or our planning, there are many opportunities

for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

teresa.church/rcia
If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping

those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission

and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions.

Interested in Joining Our Parish?

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community?
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email

Address

Ministries of Interest

Phone
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In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries

We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger

Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago.
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.
Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the

homeless. Participation is easy and safe! For more information and to sign up,
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes
Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a

meal.

Spiritual Ministries

There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate
our faith via small christian communities, serving in
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality

teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality

teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join.

La Posada Border Ministry

teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry

teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our

community.

Care for Creation Ministry

teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility,
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups

Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education

teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: 1 Samuel 1:20-22,24-28
Hannah dedicates her son, Samuel, to the Lord.
Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-2,21-24

We are God’s children now.

Gospel Reading: Luke 2:41-52

The boy Jesus is found in the Temple.

Feasts and Saints:
1/1- Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God

1/2- Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,
Bishops and Doctors of the Church

1/3- The Holy Name of Jesus

1/4- St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious

Gospel Meditation: The Holy Family

As a first-time pastor in a parish, I received a phone call one
afternoon from a young married couple, “Father, our 2-year-
old son drowned in our pool this morning. We are at the
hospital. Please help us.” I sped over. The little boy was gone,
his body cold, slightly blue, laid out on a bed. His parents were
distraught and in shock. For the next few years, I walked with
the couple along their difficult and painful road. They openly
shared with me how they were often tempted to blame and
accuse each other for the loss. And yet, by God’s grace, their
love for each grew stronger and deeper as the years went by.

The Holy Family was not without its pain and loss, either. Luke
tells us, after losing their twelve-year-old son, Joseph and
Mary “after three days found him in the temple area, sitting
among the teachers...” (Luke 2:46). We don’t know specifically
what those three days were like for them except for what Mary
says: “Your father and I have been looking for you anxiously.”
The three days of his absence foreshadow his death and burial.
His finding in the temple is a kind of resurrection for his family.
They had to learn, again and again, that their family was
becoming a place where death and resurrection was not only
accepted but welcomed and celebrated. But surely they deeply
felt the dangerous agony of their loss — just like every couple
who has lost a child. What losses in your experience of family
still cause you anxiety? In what ways has God’s presence
seemingly vanished in your family? Will you keep searching for
Jesus? Remember, he will rise and be found. Your family may
be suffering, but when he is found, it will be stronger than ever
before. — Father John Muir

Financials: October 2024

FY25 FY24
Basket/Mail In: 10,782 8,917
Give Central: 39,591 38,753
Total: THIS YEAR PREVIOUS YEAR
$50,373 $47,670

$2,703

Actual Collections vs, Weekly Budget
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St. Gregory Nazianzen | January 2

The story of St. Gregory of Nazianzen (325 - 390)

is a great example of how ordinary people can do
extraordinary things! Baptized at the age of 30, St.
Gregory eagerly accepted his friend St. Basil the Great’s
request to join him in a newly founded monastery. But
soon after, St. Gregory’s father, a bishop at the time,
needed help in his diocese. According to the story, St.
Gregory was ordained a priest almost forcefully, and only
reluctantly accepted the responsibility asked of him.

He managed to avoid a split that threatened when his
father made compromises with believers of the Arian
heresy. At 41, St. Gregory was chosen Suffragan Bishop
of Caesarea, and soon after came into conflict with the
Emperor Valens, who supported the Arians. In addition,
his friendship with Basil, his archbishop, became
strained.

After with the death of Valens, St. Gregory was called to
rebuild the faith in Constantinople, which had been under
Arian teachers for more than three decades. He dreaded
being drawn into a vortex of corruption and brutality,

but he managed to stay at a friend’s home, which soon
became the only orthodox church in the city. In such
surroundings, he began giving the great sermons on the
Trinity for which he is famous today. In time, Gregory

did rebuild the faith in the city, but at the cost of great
suffering, slander, insults, and even personal violence.

St. Gregory Nazianzen shares his feast day with St. Basil
the Great.

St. Basil the Great | January 2

St. Basil the Great (329 - January 1, 379) shares his feast
day with his lifelong friend St. Gregory of Nazianzen.
These accomplished men fought against heresies that
threatened the foundations of the early Church, shaping
doctrines around Christ’s divinity and the nature of the
Holy Trinity.

St. Basil was born at Caesarea of Cappadocia, to a family
already deeply rooted in Christianity, going back to

the time of widespread persecution in the 1st and 2nd
centuries. Following in the footsteps of his father, Basil
studied in Caesarea as well as Constantinople and Athens,
training in the law and rhetoric. He became a popular
teacher. However, his sister persuaded him to give up
academia for monastic life. Before inviting St. Gregory

to start an order with him, St. Basil traveled through
Egypt, Palestine and Syria visiting monasteries, learning
everything he could and formulating his own ideas about
monastic rule. His rule is still followed today, and he is
known as the Father of Eastern Monasticism.

His time in the monastery was relatively short, it was only
five years before he was called to play a greater role in
the Church. Ordained as a priest, by around 370 he was
made bishop of Caesaria. It was in this role that he fought
against the heresy of Arianism which denied the divinity
of Christ, even defying an emperor! He also fought against
other early Trinitarian heresies. But these important
doctrinal stands were not what defined Basil. He was
passionate about caring for the poor and sick, pastoral
care, and fighting against institutionalized prostitution.
He would preach twice a day to large crowds, and opened
a complex with a hospital, orphanage, and shelter for the
poor. In addition to influential monastic rules, sermons,
and doctrinal treatises, more than 300 of his letters still
exist. St. Basil the Great, pray for us!
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Gospel Reflections:
Where is Jesus

Every mother who has ever lost sight of her child in a
crowd, even for a few seconds, knows the panic.

I think of Mary living with that level of anxiety for three
straight days. I doubt she slept, but I'm sure Joseph forced
her to lie down at night, imploring her to think of her health,
to rest while he kept on searching the streets of Jerusalem.
I imagine her lying there, eyes open and staring at the
ceiling. Mary, full of grace. Mary, spotless of sin. Weeping in
the dark, whispering, “Where is he?”

It’s an experience that we all have at one point or another.
Running through the world, desperate and confused, just
trying to find God and failing so miserably that we wonder if
He’s purposefully eluding us.

If Mary couldn’t even find Him, do we stand a chance?

Why didn’t Mary think to look in the temple? She had
wisdom beyond anyone else who ever lived, at least when it
came to Jesus. But I think God purposefully dropped a veil
over her reasoning for these three days, so that He could
show us it’s okay to lose our way.

He isn’t eluding us. In fact, He’s trying to make it easy. He’s
staying put, in one place, the very place we should know to
look. But the streets of our life are so crowded and loud, so
full of distraction.

The Christmas season is about God revealing to us who and
what and where He is. He has told us. The question is, have
we listened?

Stewardship Reflections:
Allin the Family

At first glance, we can often find the image of the
Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and the Christ Child
intimidating — who are we to aspire to that level of
discipleship? How could we ever hope to conform
ourselves to that mold? Sometimes, it can even be
painful — perhaps we hail from a broken family or
struggle with a broken relationship within our family,
or perhaps we long to be a mother or a father ourselves
and that state in life has eluded us.

But the image of the Holy Family is, in reality, a beautiful
invitation to us all, no matter our vocation or our state in
life, and the example of Mary, Joseph and Jesus is rich
with the symbolism of stewardship.

You need not be a biological mother who has carried
a child in her womb to be a mother in spirit. Who in
your world needs you to love them with the heart of a
mother?

The same goes for fatherhood. The Church and the
world are crying out for the courageous witness of
Christian men like St. Joseph. Who can you love with the
steadfast, selfless protection of a father?

Who in your life needs you to love them with the faithful,
unconditional love of a son? Who needs your gentle and
constant love as a daughter?

We are the Body of Christ, friends. Those of us rejoicing
in heaven, those of us suffering in purgatory, and those
of us struggling here on earth. We are the great family.
Let us love each other well.
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Jesus’ Grandparents:
Question:

July 26 is the feast of Joachim and Anna. Who are they
and what do we know about them?

Answer:

Joachim and Anna are the parents of Mary, the mother of
Jesus, yet there is absolutely no biblical reference to them
whatsoever. So where do we get their names, and what is
their story?

Their names are found in an apocryphal (hidden) gospel
known as “The Infancy Gospel of James.” Apocryphal,

or hidden gospels, consist of accounts of Jesus’ life that
were ultimately not accepted as inspired works, and thus
were not included in the Bible. However, they sometimes
captured the Christian imagination, spilling into the
devotional dimension of the community.

James’ infancy gospel begins with the parents of Mary
and their desire for a child. In their prayer and petitions
to God, they are heard and given the blessings of a child,
whom they named Mary. While we have no idea who
Mary’s parents really were, the fact that we celebrate
the feast of Joachim and Anna indicates that the bond of
family love is important in the Christian life.

Long before Grandparents’ Day was established,

the church had a feast that honored the presumed
grandparents of Jesus. While their names are part of
non-inspired apocryphal legends, the fact of the Savior’s
human ancestry is not. Christ, the incarnate Word, dwelt
among us in the flesh in a human family. In honoring the
grandparents of Jesus we really proclaim our faith in the
Incarnation--God becoming human!
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton | January 4
Celebrate the first American-born saint!

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton was born in New York City in the
late 1700s and raised Episcopalian. She married William
Seton. Together they had five children. He felliill, and the
family moved to Italy for his health. While there, Elizabeth
discovered Catholicism. Her husband eventually passed
away, but God had more plans for the Seton family.

Elizabeth felt a further stirring in her heart. She opened
a school for girls in 1808. The calling grew. Within a year,
Elizabeth had founded the Sisters of Charity, the first
community for religious women established in the United
States.

Their work established the first Catholic school
system in the country. On her feast day this
January 4th, pray for our teachers and students!

ELIZABETH ARN SETO
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Join Us For Hospitality:
After the 10am and 6pm Mass

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to
know each other! If you would be interested in hosting a
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up-

https://sighup.com/go/uwfqUZN

Food Pantry:
Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to increase
the choices food pantries are able to receive each month. As a
result, a variety of canned goods, nuts and dried/frozen fruit
have been added to our deliveries. However, we continue to be in
need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation of
the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a new
Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are looking
for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help us build a
team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The task is simple,
we need amazing volunteers that will greet all parishioners
before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, and possibly
help them find a seat! You may think we already do this, but it’s
not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s house and not
being welcomed when you walk in the door, a place of business,
or a restaurant. First impressions can be lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to Jessica Marx @
chicago2381@hotmail.com.
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Loaves and Fishes:

The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them,
and clean tables. Volunteers are needed on Friday
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00. If you cannot arrive by
3:30, just let us know when you sign up. You can sign
up here - https://signhup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need.
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Thank you

Home Communion:

Please contact the parish office to request a home
visit with a minister of care to bring the Eucharist to
you.
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Prayer °

Mass Intentions Upcoming Mass Schedule
10AM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased Sunday 1/5 10am- Fr. Frank
12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased Sunday 1/5 12pm- Fr. Udovic

Sunday 1/5 6pm- Fr. Frank

6 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace Prayer for Family
in Our World:

Dear God,

i |
We pray for those who suffers Help my family to be holy, too! Amen.

from illness of mind or body.

We pray for those who have
passed away.

We pray for peace in our city and
around the world.

We pray for the intentions on our
prayer cards.

We pray for survivors and
perpetrators

of sexual abuse.

Sunday Funday: December 29th:
Today is Still Need To Do Day and Tick Tock Day

1851- The first American YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association)
opened in Boston, Massachusetts.

1952- The first transistor hearing aid went on sale, the model 1010,
manufactured by the Sonotone Corporation

1982- Surround Sound was introduced for home use by Dolby.

The protagonist in Wicked was based on Margaret Hamilton’s
approach to the character, as explained to TV’s Mister Rogers.

THE BABY JESUS STARTS TEETHING.
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NEW YEAR

WISHING YOU A NEW
YEAR FULL OF PEACE ,
JOY AND LOVE
FR. FRANK, MARK,
BARB, SERGIO,
CHARISSE, CAROL,
JASON AND IRMA
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New Year’s Mass Schedule:
New Year’s Eve December 31- 5PM

New Year’s Day January 1- 10AM
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New Year’s Resolution:

2025 Parish Calendar:

The 2025 parish calendar’s are available, please take
one home.

Save the Date:
Sunday March 9th 2025 from 11am to 3 pm,

Cuisine du Coeur invites you to a luncheon with a
Cathedral view ! “

Therefore, if anyone is in
rist, he is a new
creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the
new has come. 3
—2 Cor 5:17 (ESV)

May God’s peace be upon
you and remain with you
thfﬁughﬁ-ﬂt (he year.

A PRAYERFUL
NEW YEAR'S
RESOLUTION
IDEA:
scg:ll:‘;'l‘r:g A PRAYERFUL
NEW YEAR'S
EVE';?::;’ RESOLUTION
; IDEA:
SPEND AN
HOUR AT
- ADORATION
EVERY WEEK.
A PRAYERFUL
NEW YEAR'S
RESOLUTION
IDEA:
KEEP A
GRATITUDE
PRAYER JOURNAL
A PR:I:ERSS: A PRAYERFUL
THANKSGIVING EEES“Q,[E%’;?,,
EVERY EVENING. IDEA:
PRAY A
NOVENA ONCE
o A MONTH ALL
YEAR LONG.




Parish Contacts
Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor
frfrankjohn56 @gmail.com

Charisse Gioia

Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing
the parish office as well producing our
weekly bulletin and emails.

Charisse has been with the parish since
2019.

Mark Neuhengen

Director of Evangelization and

Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org

Mark is responsible for our Parish
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a
graduate from Loyola University Chicago
, holds a masters in theology and has
been with the parish since 2019.

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org

Barb is responsible for our Children’s
Faith formation programs. She and her
husband Ed have been parishioners at
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music
musicalnutl@mac.com

Staff

Housekeeping

Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora

Building & Facilities Manager
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council

Anna Althoff- President

annamariealthoff@hotmail.com

The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the
Mission of the Parish.

Finance Council

Don Eldred- Chair

The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor
and business manager on financial matters, including the
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee

Dan Summins- Chair

dsummins@hotmail.com

The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse

To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors,
contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local
police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth
(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.



