
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday  6 PM French Mass 

Sunday    10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Friday - 8:00AM Communion Service

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email 
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

The Baptism of the Lord
January 12, 2025
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Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address
1037 W. Armitage Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773–528–6650 

www.teresa.church

                                     “Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila

     

   
      



Welcome
“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the            

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who 

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to 

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their 

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the 

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community? 
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email       Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest

Community Ministries
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community in our 
liturgies or our planning, there are many opportunities 
for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teresa.church/rcia

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping 
those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission 
and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and 
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions. 
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Welcome
In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your 

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries
We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get 
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln 
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger
Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the 
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago. 
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly 
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with 

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the 
homeless.  Participation is easy and safe!  For more information and to sign up, 
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes

Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a 
meal.

La Posada Border Ministry
teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry
teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of 
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our 
community.

Care for Creation Ministry
teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to 
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet 
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility, 
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for 
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Spiritual Ministries
There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate 
our faith via small christian communities, serving in 
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality
teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive 
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality
teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and 
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join. 

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups
Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe 
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the 
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good 
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST 
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special 
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs 
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading:  Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11

Isaiah tells the people to prepare a way for the Lord.

Second Reading:  Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7

Jesus Christ saved us and renewed us with his Holy 
Spirit.

Gospel Reading: Luke 3:15-16,21-22

Jesus is baptized by John.

                                 

Feasts and Saints:

1/13- St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

1/17- St. Anthony , Abbot 

Gospel Meditation: The Baptism of the Lord

In my second year of theology studies, I went to 
confession to a priest visiting the seminary for a three-
day retreat. My heart wasn’t in it. I was going through 
the motions. I confessed my sins and waited for his 
response. The priest said, “For your penance, I’d like 
you to go into the chapel and repeat the words ‘You are 
my beloved Son, with you I am well pleased’ (Luke 3:22) 
until they mean something to you.” Easy penance, I 
thought.

But to my surprise, I struggled to say those words. I 
sensed a strong interior resistance blocking them. How 
could God be well-pleased with me? He couldn’t be, I 
thought. A battle within me ensued. Two hours later, the 
resistance vanished, and I found myself able to speak, 
and claim as my own, those marvelous words. I emerged 
from the chapel with a new, deep, peaceful conviction 
that I was indeed God’s beloved son.

Those words are a precious gift from heaven to all of us. 
Jesus’ baptism, which we celebrate this week, offers 
them to us. Are we willing to receive these words anew? 
Many things can block this deepening of our baptismal 
identity: failings, sins, disappointments, traumas, 
problems, and so on. Yet God’s love is always greater. 
This week I challenge you to prayerfully repeat these 
words over yourself — or perhaps over someone you’re 
struggling to love — until those words find a home in 
your heart.                                    — Father John Muir

Financials: October 2024

                                     FY25                           FY24   

Basket/Mail In:      10,782                       8,917

Give Central:           39,591                     38,753

Total:                    THIS YEAR            PREVIOUS YEAR

                                 $50,373                    $47,670

                                                    $2,703
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I Hope I Am Like Him

“Who is this Christ? Is he like you?”

Perhaps you’ve heard this story, often attributed to the 
life of St. Teresa of Calcutta. A sick man asked her this 
question, as he marveled at her tireless service to himself 
and others in the name of someone named Jesus Christ.

“He is nothing like me,” the saint is said to have 
answered. “But I hope I am like him.”

Though the authenticity of this exchange cannot be 
verified, its message rings perfectly true: all the value of 
our stewardship lies in its relativity to the one in whose 
name we perform it.

Consider the figure of John the Baptist — a magnificent, 
towering character even purely from a literary or 
historical perspective. A martyr who fed on wild locusts 
and boldly spoke truth to power — a man so great some 
mistook him for the Messiah.

But why is he great? Because he prepared the way. All his 
accomplishments and escapades mean nothing if they 
are taken out of the context of salvation history. He only 
makes sense relative to Christ — and this is exactly as 
he wanted it. “One worthier than I is coming,” he insists. 
And because of that humility and that total embrace of 
God’s will, he is given one of the greatest honors in the 
New Testament — he baptizes the Son of God.

Let’s examine our lives in the light of their relativity to 
Christ. How do we prepare the way? When Christ comes 
to us, what do we do? How do we leave ourselves open to 
be actors in God’s plan?

                                                     

 

                                       Owen O’Brien

Prayer for Baptism

Oh God,

You desire each of us to be a part of Your sacred family, 
called and invited into relationship with You. May the 
grace of our Baptisms surround us anew, who are beloved 
and chosen by You.

Amen.

Sunday Hospitality Needs You
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Gospel Reflections:

BENEATH THE SURFACE

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Mini Reflection: It makes perfect sense that everyone 
thought John the Baptist was the Messiah. He was the guy 
pouring the water. But the Messiah was the man who came 
to be baptized. He was the one who descended into the 
waters, submerging himself in our experience of death and 
pain and sorrow.

Beneath the Surface

When I was seventeen, I wasn’t sure that I wanted to 
be confirmed. It was a rough period in my life, and I was 
having some intense questions and doubts. It upset my 
mother, understandably. She knew that, at such a pivotal 
and difficult moment, I needed the grace of the sacrament 
more than ever. So, she called our priest and asked him to 
talk to me.

After that meeting, I made the decision to be confirmed.

To be honest, I can’t remember anything he said to me. All 
I remember is that he sat with me. He listened to me. He 
let me talk and talk and talk (and cry). And when he said 
whatever he said, whatever it is that I cannot remember, it 
was obvious that he had listened to me.

Reading today’s Gospel, it makes perfect sense that 
everyone thought John the Baptist was the Messiah. He 
was the guy pouring the water. Of course it seemed natural 
that he would be “the one.” The one they were all waiting 
for.

But instead, the Messiah was the man who came to be 
baptized. He was the one who descended into the waters, 
submerging himself in our experience of death and pain 
and sorrow — and in doing so, he sanctified it. He made it a 
means of redemption.

Jesus is our Savior, yes. When we dig ourselves a hole of 
sin and confusion and we can’t climb out, he is the one who 
brings us back to the surface. But he doesn’t pull us out; 
he lifts us. He jumps down into the pit. He looks around. He 
offers his hand, gives us a leg up, and by his strength and 
not our own, we are brought back into the light.

Stewardship Reflections:

What have been the most significant moments in your 
life? You probably celebrate your birthday every year, so 
the day you were born must be pretty important. How 
about elementary, high school, or college graduations? 
Hopefully you do something special on or around your 
wedding anniversary if you are married. Do you have 
children? The birth of each child is probably near the 
top on the list of moments you will never forget. Then 
there are the sad moments of life: deaths, breakups, and 
tragedies. As you reflect on all these moments, you can 
see that you would not be who you are today without 
having experienced them. Of course as a Christian, you 
have one moment in time that has had an even greater 
impact on you and perhaps it didn’t even come to mind: 
your Baptism.

You might say you don’t remember it because you were 
an infant. Perhaps you do not even know the date it took 
place. You might not feel like it has had much impact on 
you at all. However, it has made all the difference. 

Whether you feel the difference or not, on that day you 
were made a new creation in Jesus Christ. You were 
marked for Him with an indelible mark that no one 
can remove, not even you. On that day, you inherited 
a tradition and lineage of faith that has changed the 
face of the earth. Today, that baptismal grace beckons 
you to a real and substantial relationship with the One 
whose name was invoked on that day. It also calls you to 
respond with a stewardship way of life, where your gifts 
make a difference and glorify God. If today is the day 
you start taking all this seriously, you get to add a new 
moment to your list.
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Baptismal Bib

Question:

At my grandson’s Baptism, the priest put a bib on the 
baby. I do not remember seeing this before. Why is this 
done? Is it something new? 

Answer:

When an adult is baptized, there is a part in the ceremony 
when the newly baptized is vested in a white garment. 
It is symbolic of the changes that baptism brings in the 
life of the baptized as they are freed from the bonds of 
sin and brought into the saving grace of Christ. Realities 
that are so profound are symbolically presented so that 
we might better grasp and understand them. Infants 
are often dressed in a baptismal dress, which is the 
baptismal garment. In some places, the bib is used as a 
kind of baptismal garment. At the place in the ceremony 
where the investiture takes place, the bib is used. Some 
are poncho-like and fit over the baby’s head. Others are 
simply placed on the baby’s chest. If the baby is dressed 
in a white garment, nothing else is needed. The prayer 
says it all: “See in your white garment the outward sign 
of your Christian dignity ... bring that dignity unstained 
into the everlasting life of heaven.” In baptism, we are 
given our purpose and goal in life as believers and this is 
symbolized by the white garment.

When God Whispers

“You don’t need to shout. My hearing works just fine.”

Are you a parent that has used that one on your kids? 
I’m not sure at what age they realize that the volume of 
their voice doesn’t correlate to the likelihood of receiving 
a favorable reply — it might be sometime in the teenage 
years, when the talking slows down altogether.

But I’ve got to admit, it would be nice if God always gave 
us a loud and dramatic sign when He wanted something — 
the booming voice and the torn-open heavens (“This is my 
beloved Son!”) really get the message across. Sometimes 
I find myself envious of the Apostles, who were able to 
witness such things in person.

The fact of the matter is, in the year 2021, God is more 
likely to speak in a whisper than in a shout. The prophet 
Isaiah forewarns that Christ himself will not be a 
noisemaker — for all his preaching, he will not cry out 
or shout to bring forth justice to the nations. His way is 
altogether different than that.

We are not the Apostles, and we do not have the privilege 
of seeing the Holy Spirit descend on Christ like a dove. 
But here’s the good news: God doesn’t need to shout. 
Our spiritual hearing works just fine. We just have to be 
listening.

Let’s wake up each morning ready to hear God’s whispers 
throughout the day. Let’s make a conscious effort to invite 
those whispers into our hearts, where they can become a 
catalyst for grace in this world.
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Loaves and Fishes:                                        
The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests 
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.  

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them, 
and clean tables.  Volunteers are needed on Friday 
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00.  If you cannot arrive by 
3:30, just let us know when you sign up.  You can sign 
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call 
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn 
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is 
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner 
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each 
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll 
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share 
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need. 
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia 

cgioia@stteresaparish.org                     

                                                                           Thank you

Home Communion:

Please contact the parish office to request a home 
visit with a minister of care to bring the Eucharist to 
you.

Parish Life

Join Us For Hospitality:                                     
After the 10am and 6pm Mass   

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow 
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to 
know each other!    If you would be interested in hosting a 
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up- 

           https://signup.com/go/uwfqUZN   

Food Pantry:

Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to increase 
the choices food pantries are able to receive each month. As a 
result, a variety of canned goods, nuts and dried/frozen fruit 
have been added to our deliveries. However, we continue to be in 
need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation of 
the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a new 
Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are looking 
for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help us build a 
team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The task is simple, 
we need amazing volunteers that will greet all parishioners 
before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, and possibly 
help them find a seat! You may think we already do this, but it’s 
not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s house and not 
being welcomed when you walk in the door, a place of business, 
or a restaurant. First impressions can be lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and 
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to  Jessica Marx @ 
chicago2381@hotmail.com.



Prayer

                  
                                                                   
                                                                      

Mass Intentions                                                          
10AM -  Ray Romero (D) and David Zeunert (D)

12 PM - John Fredericks (D)

 6 PM -  Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased
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We pray  for those who suffers 
from illness of mind or body.
We pray for those who have 
passed away.
We pray for peace in our city and 
around the world. 
We pray for the intentions on our 
prayer cards.
We pray for survivors and 
perpetrators
of sexual abuse.

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace 
in Our World:

Upcoming Mass Schedule

Sunday 1/19  10am-  Fr. Frank
Sunday 1/19 12pm-  Fr. Frank
Sunday 1/19   6pm-  Fr. Udovic

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Our Father,
We seek you in so many ways and places in our life.
We seek you for guidance and for comfort.
But you have told us that when there is hunger, it is up to us 
to feed the hungry.
We ask you to help us see you in other Christians
and humbly ask you for strength in the search for what we 
have in common.
Bless our efforts to look at all the ways we are united in 
faith,
and grant us courage to change our hearts and minds to 
realize your will.
We ask all this through Christ our Lord and brother,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.
Amen.

Sunday Funday January 12th:

Today is National Hot Tea Day and Pharmacist Day

1906- Dow Jones closed over 100 for the 1st time.

1959- Motown Records was formed in Detroit.

1967- Dr. James Bedford was the first person to be 
cryonically preserved with intent of future resuscitation. He 
is still frozen at the Alcor Life Extension Foundation.

1981- Dynasty debuted on ABC
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St. Anthony of the Desert  | January 17

Patron Saint of basketmakers, gravediggers, butchers, 
swineherds, motorists, amputees, monks, and farmers.

Anthony was born into an upper-class Catholic home and 
raised by his parents in a small village in southern Egypt, 
along with his younger sister. His education was basic. 
At the age of twenty, his parents suddenly died, and he 
was left with the care of his younger sister and a large 
inheritance. 

Some months after the death of his parents, Anthony 
was attending Mass and heard the Gospel passage, “If 
you wish to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven” (Matthew 
19:21). He knew Jesus was speaking directly to him, so he 
gave most of his possessions away, keeping only what he 
needed to care for himself and his sister.

Not long afterward, Anthony was at Mass once again and 
heard the Gospel passage, “Do not worry about tomorrow; 
tomorrow will take care of itself” (Matthew 6:34). Again, 
he knew Jesus was speaking directly to him, so he took 
what little he had saved back, gave it all away, entrusted 
his sister to the care of some holy women, and entered 
the desert to live a life of poverty, solitude, prayer, and 
mortification.

After living fifteen years in a desert tomb, Anthony 
retreated even deeper into the desert and spent another 
twenty years in self-imposed solitary confinement. 
Eventually, Anthony’s life stirred up devotion and 
admiration in the hearts of others, who began to build huts 
nearby in imitation of his holy example. After these twenty 
years of stark solitude, God directed Anthony to leave his 
fort to assist the nearby hermits in living their vocations. 
For the next five years, Anthony mentored these novice 
hermits as they strove to imitate the master. 

When his mentoring finished, Anthony withdrew once 
again into seclusion for the last forty-five years of his very 
long life. However, in this stage of his life, he occasionally 
accepted visitors and even visited nearby cities to preach 
and teach. Anthony lived to the ripe old age of 105. His 
powerful impact upon so many fellow Christians inspired 
another heroic saint of that time, the bishop Saint 
Athanasius, to write a book about Saint Anthony. This is 
why we know so much about him today.

St. Hilary of Poitiers,                                                             
Bishop and Doctor of the Church | January 13                             

Born a pagan, St. Hilary (c. 315 – c. 367) studied 
philosophy and the meaning of life, eventually making 
his way through the bible. He became a convert and was 
appointed bishop of Poitiers in 353. Sometimes referred 
to as the Hammer of the Arians, St. Hilary defended 
the Nicene Creed against a popular heresy, Arianism. 
He was exiled to Phrygia for opposing Roman emperor 
Constantius II, who preferred the heresy which denies 
Christ’s divinity. From Phyrgia St. Hilary fought with his 
pen, zealously writing against the heresy.

Eventually he was allowed to return to Poitiers, 
but did so by a circuitous route, preaching against 
Arianism all the way. St. Hilary was likely the first 
writer of hymns in the West, his writings on the 
Trinity, Psalms and Gospel of Matthew survive today. 
St. Hilary was created Doctor of the Church, a title 
given to those who provided important contributions 
to theology and doctrine, in 1851 by Pope Pius 
IX.
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Catholic Trivia Just for Fun

Question: What is the incense burner used at Mass 
called?

Answer: Thurible or censer.

Save the Date:

Sunday March 9th 2025 from 11am to 3 pm,

Cuisine du Coeur invites you to a luncheon with a 
Cathedral view ! “

Lessons from Baptizing a Frog                                                            
I used to lead an RCIA session on baptism, where I would 
bring in my Kermit the Frog toy from when I was a child 
and pretend to baptize it. It was a session I especially 
made sure I led when we had children preparing for Easter 
sacraments. You would think Kermit would have become 
super holy having been baptized so many times, year after 
year. But, if he had been real, he would not have been any 
holier due to multiple baptisms than he was after the first 
baptism. He couldn’t be re-baptized. (Not to mention, of 
course, he is a FROG.) 

When Jesus came to John for baptism, he transformed 
the baptism of repentance that John was practicing into 
a baptism of redemption. And although we are called to 
repentance over and over in our life, redemption comes to 
us only once. We cannot get baptized again in the Jordan 
or Sea of Galilee because of romantic notions, or come into 
the Catholic Church by a second baptism so we can start all 
over. Our baptism, whether we can remember it or not, is a 
one-time deal. But it is the real deal. Whether you feel it or 
not, you are sealed for Christ, and the stain of original sin 
has been washed away. 

Too many of us take that moment for granted. Yes, you may 
have been baptized as an infant. But much time has passed 
since then, and you can work to understand the impact that 
it had on your life. We sometimes look for a good time to 
begin living a stewardship way of life. However, that time 
already passed, and God has been waiting. We are called to 
reflect on our baptism and respond to the call it has placed 
on our lives. We can respond and be disciples, or we can be 
like Kermit the Frog, always searching for a new start that 
never comes. 



Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor 
frfrankjohn56@gmail.com
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The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the 
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together 
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the 
Mission of the Parish. 

Finance Council
Don Eldred- Chair
The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial 
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor 
and business manager on financial matters, including the 
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dsummins@hotmail.com
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Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are 

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse
To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors, 

contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) 

Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local 

police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth 

(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.


