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“Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila
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“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Community Ministries

If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community in our

liturgies or our planning, there are many opportunities

for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

teresa.church/rcia
If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping

those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission

and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions.

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community?
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email

Address

Ministries of Interest

Phone
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In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries

We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger

Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago.
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.
Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the

homeless. Participation is easy and safe! For more information and to sign up,
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes
Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a

meal.

Spiritual Ministries

There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate
our faith via small christian communities, serving in
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality

teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality

teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join.

La Posada Border Ministry

teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry

teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our

community.

Care for Creation Ministry

teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility,
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups

Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education

teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:
First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5

God delights in Israel and will rejoice as a bridegroom
rejoices over his bride.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
All spiritual gifts originate from the same Spirit.
Gospel Reading: John 2:1-11

Jesus performs his first sign at a wedding feast in Cana.

Feasts and Saints:
1/20- St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr; St. Sebastian, Martyr
1/21- St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr

1/22- Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn
Children

1/23- St. Vincent, Deacon and Martyr; St. Marianne
Cope, Virgin

1/24- St. Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church

1/25- The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle

Gospel Meditation: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

A friend invited me to an invitation-only wine-tasting event.
There were over two hundred varieties of wine. Having no
idea how to approach such a massive selection, I wandered
aimlessly among the tables, sipping this and that. At the

end of the evening my friend asked if I had tried some of the
exceptionally expensive wines. I hadn’t. “The really good stuff
disappears first,” he said. “My man, you missed out on some
amazing vino.” I was so disappointed. I wasted my chance for
amazing once-in-a-lifetime wine. The wine I tasted was, well,
blah. Don’t we often feel a similar disappointment in life? I
missed this or that opportunity. If only I had known. Optimism
sputters and fades. The glory days are gone. The chances, it
seems, for the really great things in life come and go so quickly.
Then they are gone forever. The good stuff goes first. Then life
is just blah. Not so with the Lord Jesus. In Jesus’ miracle at
the wedding at Cana, the steward of the feast says, “Everyone
serves good wine first, and then...an inferior one” (John 2:10).
That’s the natural downward progression of life. The good stuff
disappears quickly. But he says of the groom (who symbolizes
Jesus), “But you have kept the good wine until now.” This

is the ever-improving trajectory of the realm of God’s grace.
With Jesus, the “good wine” of divine love, hope and peace
gets better as our journey of faith progresses. Where are your
greatest disappointments? Don’t give in to the lie that the
really good stuff is gone. Tell Jesus you’ve run out. Then learn
how to taste that amazingly good wine, because he saves the

best until now. — Father John Muir

Financials: October 2024

FY25 FY24
Basket/Mail In: 10,782 8,917
Give Central: 39,591 38,753
Total: THIS YEAR PREVIOUS YEAR
$50,373 $47,670

$2,703

Aetual Ciollocticas va Weekly Had met
WK TR (R TR Lk TR

L] ¥4 513,713

A%153



Parish Life

Page 5

Advent Refugee Donations Used to Welcome New
Family:

On Friday evening, January 10th, a group of parishioners
from St. Teresa’s worked to gather the donations from
our Advent giving tree and set up an apartment for a
newly arriving refugee family. These items were donated
because of the generosity of our parishioners who took
a tag from the giving tree during Advent. Our teens

who are preparing to make their Confirmation helped

to prepare tags and process packages for the Giving
Tree. We collected gifts for the Little Sisters of the Poor,
and household items for the Refugee Ministry. A large
percentage of the items that were donated for refugees
were used to welcome a family of 5 from Bangladesh to
their new apartment in Chicago on January 10th.

Thanks to all of you who donated items for the Giving
Tree, the Confirmation teens who helped to prepare
tags and gather gifs, and the group that worked so hard
on January 10th to welcome the new family to their
apartment.

BAPTISM

oLP

Juniper Carlson
Prayer for Baptism
Oh God,

You desire each of us to be a part of Your sacred family,
called and invited into relationship with You. May the
grace of our Baptisms surround us anew, who are beloved
and chosen by You.

Amen.
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Gospel Reflections:
DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Mini Reflection: Sometimes we forget, or even refuse, to
bring small concerns and inconveniences to God because
we think we should be able to handle them on our own.
What a ridiculous attitude that is — as if we could handle
anything on our own.

Do Whatever He Tells You
I once ran out of pizza at my kid’s birthday party.

Everyone told me it wasn’t a big deal but come on. It was a
disaster. I had invited all these people over. They showed
up with presents and sang “Happy Birthday” and stood
around patiently while my kid ripped through his cache

of gifts. The very least they were expecting was to be fed
sufficiently.

I’ll tell you what, I sure could have used the Blessed Mother
that night.

I love the story of the wedding at Cana because it’s such
a silly little miracle. I don’t mean to be disrespectful — of
course it’s an incredibly important moment in Christ’s
public life. But it’s not healing a leper. It’s not raising the
dead. It’s not even walking on water. It’s saving a young
couple from embarrassment.

I think sometimes we forget, or even refuse, to bring small
concerns and inconveniences to God because we think

we should be able to handle them on our own. What a
ridiculous attitude that is — as if we could handle anything
on our own. It’s so fitting that Mary, ever the observant
Mother, is the one to bring the matter to Jesus’ attention.
He asks her what this problem has to do with him. She
doesn’t answer him, because, between you and me, I don’t
think he’s asking her. I think he’s asking us. All she does

is tell the waiters what I consider to be the best piece of
advice in all of Scripture: “Do whatever he tells you.”

I’'m so quick to throw up my hands and feel sorry for myself
when I encounter a barrier in my life. What I should be
doing is taking the matter to God, and then doing whatever
He tells me.

Stewardship Reflections:
It Takes All Kinds

“If every flower wanted to be a rose,” wrote St. Therese
of Lisieux, “spring would lose its loveliness.”

Who is God asking you to be today? There is an obvious
answer that springs to mind right out of the gate. God
wants me to be a good person (a good father, a good
husband) today; today, God wants me to be a saint.

But this answer fails to get to the heart of the question.
We are all striving today to serve the same Spirit, but we
are given different gifts to do so. The one who has the
gift of knowledge may fail if today he decides he wants
to be a healer. The one who has the gift of “varieties of
tongues” might falter in the expression of wisdom.

Think about the wedding at Cana and the players in the
scene: the servers, the guests, the bride and groom.
They all have a unique role to play, and though it is to the
servers that Mary gives the instruction, “Do whatever he
tells you,” her words apply to all.

Today, are we called to be the servers — do we wait on
God’s instruction and carry it out, no matter how foolish
or impossible it may seem to our human ears? Are we
asked to be the disciples, to bear witness to a miracle
and to give our testimony? Are we called to imitate the
Blessed Mother herself and give encouragement to
follow God’s word?

Let us examine our gifts and listen in the silence of our
hearts to the direction of the Spirit. Then and only then,
let us do whatever He tells us.
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Devotions, Explained!
The Angelus

Mini Explanation — Great for social media or in your
bulletin

The Angelus is an ancient devotion whose practice
developed over the course of several centuries. It is
composed of three antiphons that tell the story of the
annunciation, each followed by a Hail Mary. It is usually
said daily at noon.

The Angelus, Explained

The incarnation of Christ changed the life of every
Christian person who ever lived. Reflecting on that
moment in salvation history is an opportunity for grace,
growth and peace. Who wouldn’t want that every day, or
even three times every day?

The Angelus is composed of three antiphons which narrate
the annunciation, each followed by the recitation of a Hail
Mary (a prayer that itself contains the “angelic greeting” of
the angel Gabriel). Its name is derived from the first words
of the prayer in Latin.

This devotion was developed over the course of several
centuries and is rooted in the ancient practice of saying
three Hail Marys in the evening. Historically, people were
called to prayer by the ringing of church bells — “the
Angelus bells.” Most people who recite the Angelus do
so daily at noon, though it is often said in the morning, at
noon and in the evening.
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Holy Days
Question:

Why do some dioceses move holy days, or not even
celebrate them at all. Doesn’t everyone do the same
thing?

Answer:

The short answer is no, not everyone does the same
thing. Although the church is universal, there are many
local customs and saints that each country, sometimes
just a region, will honor. For example, feast days and
patronal days may not be major feast days on the church’s
universal calendar, but are celebrated as such in one
place. Holy days of obligation are the same way. The US
Conference of Catholic Bishops has a certain amount of
discretion in choosing days which best reflect the local
church’s experience and history.

Another reason certain feasts are moved is a practical
one. With limited clergy, or a great difficulty for people to
get to Mass, the feast day may be transferred to a Sunday.
The rationale is that if a significant feast should be part of
the church’s celebration, then better to do so on a Sunday
when people and clergy are available, rather than try to
fit it on a day when one or both cannot be there.

Christmas and Immaculate Conception are always
observed as days of obligation. In the USA we celebrate
six holy days of obligation. There are also other special
days and they are ranked, in order of importance as
solemnity, feast, memorial and optional memorial.
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Join Us For Hospitality:
After the 10am and 6pm Mass

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to
know each other! If you would be interested in hosting a
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up-

https://sighup.com/go/uwfqUZN

Food Pantry:
Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to increase
the choices food pantries are able to receive each month. As a
result, a variety of canned goods, nuts and dried/frozen fruit
have been added to our deliveries. However, we continue to be in
need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation of
the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a new
Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are looking
for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help us build a
team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The task is simple,
we need amazing volunteers that will greet all parishioners
before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, and possibly
help them find a seat! You may think we already do this, but it’s
not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s house and not
being welcomed when you walk in the door, a place of business,
or a restaurant. First impressions can be lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to Jessica Marx @
chicago2381@hotmail.com.
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Loaves and Fishes:

The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them,
and clean tables. Volunteers are needed on Friday
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00. If you cannot arrive by
3:30, just let us know when you sign up. You can sign
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need.
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Thank you

Home Communion:

Please contact the parish office to request a home
visit with a minister of care to bring the Eucharist to
you.
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Mass Intentions Upcoming Mass Schedule
10AM - Bob Orlando (D); Joyce Jaszczor (D) and Celine Zeunert Sunday 1/26 10am- Fr. Udovic
12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased Sunday 1/26 12pm- Fr. Udovic

Sunday 1/26 6pm- Fr. Udovic
6 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased unday 1/ P : v

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace Prayer for the Miraculous

in Our World:
Oh God beyond my understanding,

Bring Your soul-stirring power into my life today. In the
places where people are saying, “It can’t be done” or

}Ne Prfﬁy for t?os,e gho liuf;ers “There’s no solution,” act in such a way that responds:
rom [ness oL MInG or body: “There is a way, and there is a God, and He loves me.”
Amen.

Frank O’Toole

We pray for those who have
passed away.

We pray for peace in our city and
around the world.

We pray for the intentions on our
prayer cards.

We pray for survivors and
perpetrators

of sexual abuse.

“At what time of day was Adam created?”

Sunday Funday January 19th:
Today is Good Memory Day and National Popcorn Day

1883- Thomas Edison, using overhead wires, began serving
electricity to Roselle, New Jersey residents.

1937- Howard Hughes set a record by flying from Los
Angeles to New York City in seven hours, 28 minutes, 25
seconds.

dreFATMHFUL FUNANES

1953- On I Love Lucy, Little Ricky appeared on the show,
just twelve hours after he was born. Over 70% of every TV in
the country watched the episode.

In the book of Genesis, we read
that God created Adam first, then
from his side, God created Eve!

[==T™

1989- The Apple Macintosh SE/30 was released.
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St. Sebastian | January 20

Not much is known about the life of St. Sebastian (256
— 287), except that he was a Roman martyr whose name
has been mentioned throughout history since early 350.

We see St. Sebastian many times in art, especially from
iconic paintings from Guido Reni, Andrea Mantegna and
Hendrick ter Brugghen. Historical scholars now agree
that a spiritual story has the beloved saint entering

the Roman army because only there could he assist
Christian martyrs without arousing suspicion on himself.
Eventually he was found out, brought before Emperor
Diocletian and delivered to Mauritanian archers to be
shot to death. Pierced with arrows, he was left for dead,
but managed to survive. He recovered from his wounds
but still refused to leave.

One day, St. Sebastian took up a position near where
the emperor was to pass. He confronted the emperor,
condemning him for his cruelty to Christians. This time
the sentence of death was carried out, and St. Sebastian
was beaten to death with clubs. Today he is the patron
saint of athletes.
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St. Marianne Cope | January 23

Barbara Koop, later Mother Marianne Cope, was born in
Germany on January 23, 1838, and immigrated with her
parents to New York when she was 2 years old. In August
of 1862 she went to the sisters of the Third Order of Saint
Francis in Syracuse, New York and took her vows the next
year. Her early religious life saw her working as a teacher
and administrator for local Catholic schools until she was
called upon by the bishop to use her administrative skills
as superior of St. Joseph’s Hospital in Syracuse, New
York. She devoted herself to the care of the sick and infirm
and the hospital flourished under her leadership. As the
Provincial Mother of her order in Syracuse, Cope, along
with six other sisters, she answered a call made by the
Hawaiian government to run the Kaka’ako Branch Hospital
on Oahu that served as a receiving station for people
suspected of having leprosy.

Of the more than 50 religious communities in the United
States and Canada who were asked by the government
to help the suffering communities and hospitals for
those with leprosy (Hansen’s disease) in Hawaii, Mother
Marianne and her sisters were the only ones to answer
the call. They immediately got to work transforming the
hospital environment for those with leprosy and their
families. Of this mission, she said —

“I am hungry for the work and I wish with all my heart to
be one of the chosen ones, whose privilege it will be to
sacrifice themselves for the salvation of the souls of the
poor Islanders.... I am not afraid of any disease, hence,
it would be my greatest delight even to minister to the

9

abandoned ‘lepers’.

In 1888, Mother Marianne and two sisters took on an even
more challenging assignment and went to the Hawaiian
island of Moloka ‘i, a leper colony, to open a new home
devoted to the protection of girls and women with leprosy
as well as to take charge of the home that her friend,
Saint Damien de Veuster, had established for men and
boys. She helped improve life on the island by introducing
pride, cleanliness, and a little fun to the colony. She often
provided bright scarves and dresses for the women she
served and cheerfully carried out her mission until she
died on August 9, 1918. While in service, she was awarded
the Royal Order of Kapiolani by the Hawaiian government
for her selfless love and care of those in need and never
contracted leprosy. She was canonized in 2012.
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Catholic Trivia Just for Fun IN c 0 ME
Question: Who was the only apostle, excluding Judas, TAX TIME

who was not martyred?

Answer: St. John. PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE
FOR A 2024 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT

Save the Date: EMAIL
cgiola@stteresaparish.org
CALL
T773-528-6650

Sunday March 9th 2025 from 11am to 3 pm,

Cuisine du Coeur invites you to a luncheon with a
Cathedral view ! “

Friday Morning Communion Service:

There will be no Friday Communion Service starting
Friday January 17th, 2025.

It will resume the first Friday of Lent March 7th, 2025.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day:
The Parish Office will be closed on Monday

January 20th, 2025 in observance of the holiday.

Today is National Popcorn Day:

On January 19th, National Popcorn Day pops onto the
e o $ scene with a crunch we all love to enjoy! The annual
MARTIN LUTHER celebration recognizes a treat that satisfies munchies, day
KING&T or night. This time-honored snack can be sweet or savory,
= caramelized, buttered or plain, molded into a candied
= ball, or tossed with nuts and chocolate. Popcorn started
becoming popular in the United States in the middle
1800s. It wasn’t until Charles Cretors, a candy-store
owner, developed a machine for popping corn with steam
that the tasty treat became more abundantly poppable. By
1900 he had horse-drawn popcorn wagons going through
the streets of Chicago. National Popcorn Day began in
2013.

—




Parish Contacts

Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor
frfrankjohn56 @gmail.com

Charisse Gioia

Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing
the parish office as well producing our
weekly bulletin and emails.

Charisse has been with the parish since
2019.

Mark Neuhengen

Director of Evangelization and

Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org

Mark is responsible for our Parish
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a
graduate from Loyola University Chicago
, holds a masters in theology and has
been with the parish since 2019.

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org

Barb is responsible for our Children’s
Faith formation programs. She and her
husband Ed have been parishioners at
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music
musicalnutl@mac.com
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Staff

Housekeeping

Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora

Building & Facilities Manager
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council

Anna Althoff- President

annamariealthoff@hotmail.com

The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the
Mission of the Parish.

Finance Council

Don Eldred- Chair

The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor
and business manager on financial matters, including the
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee

Dan Summins- Chair

dsummins@hotmail.com

The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse

To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors,
contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local
police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth
(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.



