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“Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
PR

March 2, 2025 |
L o,
8TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit.”
- Lk 6:43
Pastor Weekend Mass Schedule Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing
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Welcome

“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who
are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to
live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their
desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Community Ministries Eucharistic Ministers

teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community in our

liturgies or our planning, there are many opportunities
for you! Pastoral Council

teresa.church/pastoral-council

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission
teresa.church/rcia and vision for our community.

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping . .
Finance Council

those through that process as a companion. teresa.church/finance-council

Lectors Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and

teresa.churchylectors advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions.

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community?
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest
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Welcome

In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries

We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger

Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago.
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.
Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the

homeless. Participation is easy and safe! For more information and to sign up,
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes
Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a

meal.

Spiritual Ministries

There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate
our faith via small christian communities, serving in
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality

teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality

teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join.

La Posada Border Ministry

teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry

teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our

community.

Care for Creation Ministry

teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility,
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups

Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education

teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:
First Reading: Sirach 27:4-7
In his conversation is the test of the man.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15: 54-58

Thanks be to God who has given us the victory through our

Lord Jesus Christ.
Gospel Reading: Luke 6:39-45

Each tree is known by its yield.

Gospel Meditation: 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time

One of the things that older pastors and younger priests
occasionally quarrel about is the proper balance between
work and prayer. I know one pastor who complains that his
younger associate ignores the people and the parish because
he wants to spend more time in prayer. And the young priest
complains that the pastor gives him too much work to do and
no time to pray. The Lord’s words this Sunday speak into this
tension with an image that can help us find a proper balance
between life and prayer.

Jesus says, “For every tree is known by its fruit. For people

Feasts and Saints:

3/3- St. Katharine Drexel, Virgin

3/4- St. Casimir

3/5- Ash Wednesday

3/7- Sts. Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs
3/8- St. John of God, Religious

do not pick figs from thorn bushes, nor do they gather grapes
from brambles” (Luke 6:44). When we are deeply rooted

and cultivating our relationship with Jesus, we are going

to bear the fruit of that love in our lives. No fruit, no good
prayer. How do we know that we are praying well? We are
experiencing concrete fruits of love for others in our lives.

Someone who prays well will, sooner or later, burst forth
the “figs” and “grapes” of acts of love. But without concrete
commitment to deeds of selfless service to others, our
prayer time is as useless as thorn bushes and brambles.
Let’s recommit ourselves to be men and women of prayer
and service. And hopefully the pastors will help their
associates to pray and serve fruitfully...with minimal
quarreling.

— Father John Muir

Financials: December 2024

FY25 FY24
Basket/Mail In: 46,835 19,539
Give Central: 39,177 37,281
Total: THIS YEAR PREVIOUS YEAR
$86,012 $ 56,820

$29,192

Actual Collections vs, Weekly Bad pet

545,402

18730 R1E.TH 318 736 L1858, 756 L1873

t2oes 1405 $9.301 511353

[hae 1 B e 15 e 22 e 29

Weakly CGieal wetal Collections
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Gospel Reflections:
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
The Log in Your Eye

Today’s Gospel is a big favorite of non-Christians — or
Christians who don’t like being told what to do.

That trusty ol’ remove the wooden beam from your own
eye line is a classic. Mind your business, Christians!
You’re not perfect either. And that’s entirely true. None
of us are perfect. We’ve all got logs in our eyes. We can’t
approach life acting like we have the answers simply
because we follow Jesus.

Jesus has the answers, and we have Jesus.

The real problem with having someone remove a splinter
from my eye, if he himself has a log in his eye, is not that
he has no business removing the splinter from my eye.
It’s that he can’t see clearly to do it. His own eyesight is
occluded.

If we see a splinter in another person’s eye, or a problem
in the world that needs to be fixed, or a scandal in the
community that should be addressed, what Jesus is
saying is not that we should ignore it and move on. He’s
merely saying that, when we see these things, we must
take them first as a challenge to examine ourselves. To
address the problem as it exists within our own souls, so
that we ensure we are seeing clearly. Then, if we reach

out to pluck the splinter, we will do so with clear eyesight.

He wants us to worry as much about our own souls as we
do about other people’s.

We tend to look at the world and feel anxious — so much
evil! So much hate! So much sin! We pray, God, when will
you change it?

And He whispers back: I will change it here. Now. In your
own heart. You just have to ask.

Stewardship Reflections:
Ash Wednesday

Good stewards realize they really don’t own anything. It all
belongs to God. It is not so much that God owns them, but
they are not ours because we are called to offer them to him.

The reality is that you and I were born naked and with
nothing. We will die naked and with nothing. If we really
could possess something material, there would be a way to
take it with us. But alas, it all slips through our grasp and
passes away. And even though all of us came from dust and to
dust we will return, through Jesus Christ we will live forever
in a perfect state. The only thing we can take with us?

Our hearts and whether or not we loved.

This Lent, please support our Refugee Ministry:

On Ash Wednesday, we will post tags on the cross at the front
of church with items to purchase in support of this ministry.

Recently, there has been a decline in new families arriving to
be settled. However, the families already living here need
our support. We are asking you to help us replenish basic
household items for these families.

Purchased items can be returned to the church and placed
in the large bins or brought to the Parish Office. Please bring
your items in by March 30.

If you have any questions or would like to participate in
distributing the items, please contact Kristen Castelloni
(kristen@rlcanning.com) or Barb McHugh (bmchugh@
stteresaparish.org)
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Paczki , FAT Tuesday Celebration March 4th, 2025:

Stop by the parish center starting at 8am for coffee and a
Paczki to start your Fat Tuesday celebration!

Join us Tuesday evening at 6:30pm for the burning of the
palms and have a bowl of chili.

LENTEN TUESDAY'S
EVENING SOUP

JOIN US ON TUESDAY'S
DURING LENT

STARTING MARCH 1
6:00-7:30PM
TO SHARE A BOWL OF SOUP TOGETHER

THERE WILL ALSO BE
ADORATION AND CONFESSION

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER TO MAKE SOUP!
SIGN UP SHEETS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE CHURCH

SEE YOU THERE!!

Ash Wednesday

March 5th, 2025

Mass Schedule
6:50 AM
8:00 AM

NOON
7:00 PM

CLISINE DU COEUR INVITES You 1o 4P

A LUNCHEOH WITH
i CATHEDRAI. VIEW

Enjmy Homemode Fnen:h En-mr\-umw i
Tha Francophans Catholic So o Nk

SUNDAY, MARCH 9™ 2025

FROM 11:00AM UNTIL 3:00PM AT ST TERESA OF AVILA

1980 W KE MM GHE AWE, CHICAGD

s s urtien = e T
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FOR
LENT
RLIFE

CRS Rice Bowl Celebrates
its 50th Anniversary!

Since 1975, CRS Rice
Bowl has helped faith
communities encounter
God and our global family
throughout Lent by
practicing:

Daily prayer.
Weekly fasting.
Almsgiving.

Your help is still needed to
make a difference!

This Lent, renew your
commitment to supporting
families facing hunger

and malnutrition so that

all may live with dignity.

Find stories, videos and
more at crsricebowl.org
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Join Us For Hospitality:
After the 10am and 6pm Mass

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to
know each other! If you would be interested in hosting a
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up-

https://sighup.com/go/uwfqUZN

Food Pantry:
Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to increase
the choices food pantries are able to receive each month. As a
result, a variety of canned goods, nuts and dried/frozen fruit
have been added to our deliveries. However, we continue to be in
need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation of
the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a new
Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are looking
for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help us build a
team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The task is simple,
we need amazing volunteers that will greet all parishioners
before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, and possibly
help them find a seat! You may think we already do this, but it’s
not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s house and not
being welcomed when you walk in the door, a place of business,
or a restaurant. First impressions can be lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to Jessica Marx @
chicago2381@hotmail.com.
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Loaves and Fishes:

The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them,
and clean tables. Volunteers are needed on Friday
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00. If you cannot arrive by
3:30, just let us know when you sign up. You can sign
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need.
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Thank you

Home Communion:

Please contact the parish office to request a home
visit with a minister of care to bring the Eucharist to
you.

Friday Morning Communion Service:

There will be no Friday Communion Service starting
Friday January 17th, 2025.

It will resume the first Friday of Lent March 7th, 2025.



Prayer

Mass Intentions
10AM - Celine Zeunert
12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

6 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace in
Our World:

We pray for those who suffers
from illness of mind or body.

Frank O’Toole
Cynthia Rojas

We pray for those who have
passed away.

We pray for peace in our city and
around the world.

We pray for the intentions on our
prayer cards.

We pray for survivors and
perpetrators

of sexual abuse.
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Sunday Funday March 2nd:
Today is Banana Cream Pie Day and Dr. Seuss’s Birthday

1925- Highway numbers were introduced in the United
States. East/West are even numbered, North/South are odd-
numbered.

1933- King Kong (film) opened at New York’s Radio City
Music Hall.

1965- The Sound of Music Premiered in NYC

1983- Compact discs and players are released for the first
time in the United States and other markets. They had
previously been available only in Japan.

Upcoming Mass Schedule

Sunday 3/9 10am- Fr. Frank
Sunday 3/9 12pm- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 3/9 6pm- Fr. Frank

Prayer for Ash Wednesday
Spirit of the Living God,

You have breathed life into me today, from ashes and
dust. You invite me to live, walk, and love in your will.
Draw me closer to you today, this Lent, and always.
Amen.

“What is it called when a priest is sick
the night before Mass2”

e FAMHFUL FUNAES

“A vigill.”

A "vigil Mass” is a Mass celebrated in
the evening of the preceding day to fulfill
our Sunday or holy day obligation.

e



Around the Parish

Devotions, Explained!
Icon Writing, Explained

At first, the term “icon writing” may be confusing.
Writing an icon? Shouldn’t it be drawing an icon, or
painting an icon?

But although an icon depicts an image, it is so much
more than just a religious picture. An icon is visual
theology. Those who purchase icons for private devotion
should have them blessed, as they are sacramentals.
The Catechism tells us that “Christian iconography
expresses in images the same Gospel message that
Scripture communicates by words.”

In early Christianity, this was deeply controversial. Many
so-called “iconoclasts” pointed to the Old Testament’s
prohibition of idols and insisted that it was sinful to
represent the face of God in an image. But defenders

of iconography like St. John Damascene pointed to the
incarnation as a turning point in our visual relationship
with God. In Christ, God made himself visible, and thus
continually invites us to contemplate and understand
Him visually.

St. Katharine Drexel
(Nov. 26, 1858 - Mar.
3,1955), is one of the
first American-born
saints. Giving up her
inheritance, she
founded a religious
order which
established 63
schools and 50
missions for African
and Native
Americans, including
Xavier University of
Louisiana.
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YOU ARE INVITED TO

Sl PATRICK'S DAY

BINGO

mMonDAY, MARCH 17, 2025

PARISH CENTER | &30-8 PM S20/ENTRY

BEER SMALL BITES FuUnN

THIS EVEMNT IS5 HOSTED BY THE TOGETHER 1N JOY COMIMITTEE,
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE NEXT GALA; BATURDAY, NOV, B, 203252

& Together

in Joy




Around the Parish

Catholic Trivia Just for Fun

Question: Which saint who was a Carmelite nun is known
as the “Little Flower”?

Answer: St. Thérése of Lisieux.

Catholic Q&A
Ash Wednesday Ashes
Question:

Why do we place ashes on our forehead each Ash
Wednesday?

Answer:

Ashes are rich in spiritual symbolism. We recall in the
second chapter of Genesis, when the human person is
fashioned “out of the dust of the ground” and receives the
breath of life (Genesis 2:7). In death, a person returns to
the ground from which we came. The ancient Hebrews
used ashes as a signh of repentance, reminding themselves
that God is God and we are not.

As the minister places ashes on our forehead, we hear
either “remember that you are dust and unto dust you
shall return” or “turn away from sin and be faithful to the
Gospel.” When we receive ashes, we remember our own
mortality. We're reminded that we have limited time on
this earth and we ought to make the best use of it that we
can! People are in need of love, care, and compassion.
We all need to continually rediscover the love of God.

The Gospel invites every person in every stage of life to
encounter and imitate Jesus here and now. The forty days
of Lent are the perfect time to assess our own awareness
of these realities.
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St. Casimir | March 4th

We live in a culture that tells children, “Follow your
dreams! Be who you want to be!” It might be hard to
imagine the courage it took to be St. Casimir.

A prince second in line for the throne of Poland, the young
man had great expectations placed upon him. Inspired

by a devout tutor, St. Casimir developed a deep faith. As

a teenager, he would often sleep on the ground, reject
courtly finery for plain clothes, and dedicate long hours to
prayer. He even made a private commitment to celibacy.
Casimir’s avoidance of a military engagement made his
father furious. The king imprisoned his own son. The
episode confirmed to St. Casimir that he served a higher
King, Jesus Christ. He would spend the rest of his life in
prayer, study, and service to the poor.

When we need courage to do what is right, St. Casimir, pray
for us!

SAINT
CASIMIR




Parish Contacts

Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor
frfrankjohn56 @gmail.com

Charisse Gioia

Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing
the parish office as well producing our
weekly bulletin and emails.

Charisse has been with the parish since
2019.

Mark Neuhengen

Director of Evangelization and

Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org

Mark is responsible for our Parish
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a
graduate from Loyola University Chicago
, holds a masters in theology and has
been with the parish since 2019.

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org

Barb is responsible for our Children’s
Faith formation programs. She and her
husband Ed have been parishioners at
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music
musicalnutl@mac.com

Page 12

Staff

Housekeeping

Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora

Building & Facilities Manager
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council

Anna Althoff- President

annamariealthoff@hotmail.com

The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the
Mission of the Parish.

Finance Council

Don Eldred- Chair

The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor
and business manager on financial matters, including the
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee

Dan Summins- Chair

dsummins@hotmail.com

The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse

To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors,
contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local
police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth
(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.



