
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday  6 PM French Mass 

Sunday    10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email 
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Third Sunday of Easter
May 4, 2025

Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address
1037 W. Armitage Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773–528–6650 

www.teresa.church

                                     “Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila

     

   
      



                     Welcome
“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the            

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who 

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to 

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their 

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the 

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community? 
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email	 						      Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest

Community Ministries
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community in our 
liturgies or our planning, there are many opportunities 
for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teresa.church/rcia

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping 
those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission 
and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and 
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions. 
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                     Welcome
In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your 

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries
We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get 
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln 
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger
Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the 
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago. 
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly 
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with 

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the 
homeless.  Participation is easy and safe!  For more information and to sign up, 
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes

Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a 
meal.

La Posada Border Ministry
teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry
teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of 
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our 
community.

Care for Creation Ministry
teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to 
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet 
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility, 
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for 
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Spiritual Ministries
There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate 
our faith via small christian communities, serving in 
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality
teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive 
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality
teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and 
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join. 

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups
Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe 
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the 
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good 
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST 
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special 
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs 
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: God exalted him at his right hand as leader 
and savior to grant Israel repentance and forgiveness of 
sins. (Acts 5:31)

Psalm: I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me. (Ps 
30)

Second Reading: “To the one who sits on the throne and to 
the Lamb be blessing and honor, glory and might, forever 
and ever.” (Rv 5:13)

Gospel: Jesus said to them, “Children, have you caught

anything to eat?” They answered him, “No.”

So he said to them, “Cast the net over the right side

of the boat and you will find something.” So they cast it, 
and were not able to pull it in because of the number of 
fish. (Jn 21:5-6)

Gospel Meditation: Third Sunday of Easter

I eat breakfast. If I don’t have something substantial, I’m 
fading by midmorning. Breakfast is my key meal because it 
sets up my physical wellbeing for the rest of the day.

Spiritually speaking, we need sustenance to get us going. 
This is true for the Apostles in this Sunday’s remarkable 
Gospel reading. The risen Jesus makes his third 
appearance to them in the early morning light and calls, 
“Come, have breakfast” (John 21:12). The exhausted and 
cold fishermen sit, and he feeds them bread and fish as the 
dawn breaks. They are overwhelmed by his presence to the 
point of awestruck silence. As they eat, their bodies and 
their hearts come alive. Once refreshed by their morning 
meal, they will be ready to feed others — indeed, the whole 
world — with the love of the risen Jesus. But first, they 
need breakfast from him.

Do you realize how essential early morning prayer is? 
Jesus desires to refresh us every morning with his word of 
love, with his grace-filled presence. This week, hear Jesus 
calling to you: “Come, have breakfast!” Embrace some 
form of spiritual, meditative practice each morning for 
spiritual strength to get you going.

                                                                    — Father John Muir

Financials: February 2025

                                     FY25                           FY24   

Basket/Mail In:       8,324                         20,205

Give Central:          34,686                        36,328

Total:                     THIS YEAR               PREVIOUS YEAR

                                 $43,010                     $ 56,533

.                                               $(13,523)
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Gospel Reflections:

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

The Witnesses of What Makes No Sense It never fails 
to amuse me that the disciples in today’s Gospel don’t 
recognize Jesus until he asks them to do something that 
makes absolutely no logical sense.

He’s just some random stranger on the shore — until he gives 
them an order that, in any other circumstances, would have 
them rolling their eyes into the backs of their head: Drop the 
nets again. I know you haven’t caught anything all night. I 
know you’re tired. Just do it one more time. Trust me. Again.

That’s when they recognize him.

The disciples display such poor recognition of Jesus after 
the resurrection. I’m sure there’s a good, theologically 
sound reason for it, one I am not smart enough to explain. 
Whatever that reason is, it’s very clear that God was carefully 
orchestrating these moments of realization. He is trying to 
tell us something about how we recognize the risen Christ 
— the one who has conquered sin, the one whose love was 
stronger than death. The one who never made any sense, 
and never will, because his kingdom is not of this world, and 
to understand him — to recognize him — you have to detach 
from the priorities, the expectations, the limitations of this 
present world.

You have to be willing to do what makes no sense.

Love — again, even when it doesn’t make sense. Forgive — 
again, even when it doesn’t make sense. Believe — again, 
even when it doesn’t make sense.

“We are the witnesses of these things,” Peter tells the 
Sanhedrin (Acts 5:32). Peter, who was so full of joy when he 
recognized Jesus that he leapt into the sea, fully clothed, 
desperate to be near him.

It makes no sense, and that’s okay. That’s kind of our whole 
thing, as Christians. We are the witnesses of the things that 
make no sense.

                                   

                                          

Stewardship Reflections:

Gifts in Disguise

Have you ever opened a gift and wondered what the 
giver was thinking?

I won’t call out any of my family or friends here, but 
suffice to say, I think we have all been the confused 
recipient of a sweater that wasn’t our size or a gift 
card to a store where we don’t shop. But we smiled all 
the same and said how much it meant to us, because 
we know that when it comes to gifts, it’s all about the 
gesture.

Suffering is a lot like that — the gift you never asked for, 
and don’t really want to receive. Sometimes we look 
at suffering and, like the apostles who see Jesus as a 
stranger on the shore, we don’t recognize it for what it 
can be. We don’t appreciate the catalyst suffering can be 
for change, for growth, for grace.

What was the gift that you received in disguise? Was it 
a relationship that confounded and frustrated you? Was 
it a job that tested your spirit? An obstacle that stopped 
you dead in your tracks? A rejection that threatened to 
break your spirit?

If I go back and look at the worst gifts I’ve ever gotten, 
chances are that I didn’t like them because I didn’t 
know what to do with them — they were more fitted for 
someone else’s interests, someone else’s life. It’s the 
same with suffering. We’re tempted to cast suffering 
aside when it comes our way because it doesn’t fit the 
person we are. Suffering is made to fit the person God 
knows we have the ability, with His grace, to become.

Hang onto that suffering. Unlike the misshapen sweater, 
it really will come in handy.



Page 6   Parish Life

Devotions, Explained!

The Rosary, Explained

Christians have used beads to mark the recitation of 
prayers since ancient times. In the 12th century, the Rosary 
emerged as a meditative devotion centering on significant 
moments in the lives of Jesus and Mary. In the words of St. 
Leo XIII, “there is no more excellent way of praying.”

The Rosary is traditionally attributed to a Marian vision 
received by St. Dominic de Guzman (1170-1221). Though 
scholarship on this point is uncertain, the Dominican Order 
was undoubtedly crucial in establishing and evangelizing 
the Rosary as a devotional prayer.

Over the centuries, the formula of the devotion eventually 
took the shape of 50 Hail Marys divided into five “decades,” 
with each decade focused on a different mystery. The 
Church has defined the Joyful Mysteries (to be recited on 
Saturdays and Mondays), the Glorious Mysteries (Sundays 
and Wednesdays), the Sorrowful Mysteries (Tuesdays and 
Fridays), and most recently the Luminous Mysteries (to be 
recited on Thursdays).

Catholic Q & A:

Responding to God

Question:

I can’t explain it. I feel a nudge from God to something out 
of the ordinary. How do I respond?

Answer:

You’re in good company! Abraham was asked to leave all 
he knew and loved for a strange land, with only abstract 
divine assurance that such a sacrifice would be worth it. 
Plenty of prophets protested against God’s call, whether 
it was claiming they were too young (Jeremiah) or running 
away entirely, only to end up in a whale’s belly (Jonah). St. 
Joseph was asked to do something very strange. He was 
asked to believe — on the word of an angelic appearance 
in a dream — that his betrothed was pregnant not from 
another man, but by a miraculous intervention of God. Then 
he was called to marry her.

Author Flannery O’Connor once wrote, “You shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you odd.” Sometimes 
God’s invitation might seem strange or challenging. It 
might require sacrifices we never expected to make. Our 
life might look different than we had always imagined. But 
as we all know, life throws its own curveballs, regardless 
of whether or not we’re listening for God’s will. Better, one 
would think, to be open to the promptings of God and to 
follow along the strange trails that they lead. We have the 
assurance that, eventually, we will find green pastures.

Catholic Trivia:

Question: What saint is symbolized by a flaming torch?

Answer: St. Aidan of Lindisfarne
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St. Damien de Veuster of Moloka’I | May 10

Biography People may be familiar with leprosy from 
Biblical times, but not so much in the 1800s. However, 
St. Damien de Veuster of Moloka’I’ (January 3, 1840 
– April 15, 1889) would eventually shed a light on the 
effects of this devastating disease and allow people to 
see those afflicted with it with more compassion and 
love.

Born Joseph de Veuster in Tremelo, Belgium, he quit 
school at 13 so he could work on the family farm. 
Feeling called for more, however, he entered the 
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary 
six years later, where he took the name of a fourth-
century physician and martyr. His brother, a priest from 
the same congregation, fell ill and was unable to go to 
his assigned location. Damien quickly volunteered in 
his place and found himself on the Hawaiian Islands 
in 1864. Two months after arriving, he was ordained a 
priest of Honolulu and assigned to the Island of Hawaii.

In 1873, he visited the Hawaiian government’s leper 
colony on the island of Moloka’I, where he petitioned 
to stay permanently to care for their physical, medical, 
and spiritual needs. After years of working to improve 
their location and those who lived there, he contracted 
Hansen’s disease and died of its complications. He 
found strength to endure isolation and disease in 
Eucharistic adoration and the celebration of the Mass. 
St. Damien was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI on 
October 11, 2009. St. Damien de Veuster of Moloka’I, 
pray for us!
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Loaves and Fishes:                                        
The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests 
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.  

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them, 
and clean tables.  Volunteers are needed on Friday 
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00.  If you cannot arrive by 
3:30, just let us know when you sign up.  You can sign 
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call 
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn 
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is 
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner 
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each 
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll 
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share 
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need. 
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia 

cgioia@stteresaparish.org                     

                                                                           Thank you

Parish Life

Join Us For Hospitality:                                     
After the 10am and 6pm Mass   

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow 
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to 
know each other!    If you would be interested in hosting a 
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up- 

           https://signup.com/go/uwfqUZN   

Food Pantry:

Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to increase 
the choices food pantries are able to receive each month. As a 
result, a variety of canned goods, nuts and dried/frozen fruit 
have been added to our deliveries. However, we continue to be in 
need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation of 
the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a new 
Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are looking 
for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help us build a 
team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The task is simple, 
we need amazing volunteers that will greet all parishioners 
before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, and possibly 
help them find a seat! You may think we already do this, but it’s 
not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s house and not 
being welcomed when you walk in the door, a place of business, 
or a restaurant. First impressions can be lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and 
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to  Jessica Marx @ 
chicago2381@hotmail.com.



Prayer

                  
                                                                   
                                                                      

Mass Intentions                                                          
10AM - Ken Jaszczor (D); Darlene Meissner (D)

12 PM - Ken Jaszczor (D); Darlene Meissner (D)

 6 PM -  Ken Jaszczor (D) ; Darlene Meissner (D)
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We pray  for those who suffers 
from illness of mind or body.

Cecelia Dowdall
Cynthia Rojas
Jennifer Jones

We pray for those who have 
passed away.
We pray for peace in our city and 
around the world. 
We pray for the intentions on 
our prayer cards.
We pray for survivors and 
perpetrators
of sexual abuse.

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace 
in Our World:

Mass Schedule

Sunday 5/11  10am- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 5/11  12pm- Fr. Frank
Sunday 5/11    6pm- Fr. Alphonse  

Sunday Funday May 4th:

Today is- Star Wars Day and Weather Observers Day

1494- Christopher Columbus discovered Jamaica.

1927- The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences was 
incorporated.

1953- Ernest Hemingway won the Pulitzer Prize for The Old 
Man and the Sea.

1959- The 1st Annual Grammy Awards were held.

Prayer of Belief

Lord,

Help me to see You and to recognize what I see.

Help me to hear Your invitation and to respond.

Help me to join You where and when You call.

Amen.
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Cinco de Mayo:

Cinco de Mayo 2025 will be on a Monday, May 5th. This 
holiday commemorates the Mexican army’s victory at 
the Battle of Puebla in 1862. While not a national holiday 
in Mexico, it is widely celebrated in the U.S., often with 
cultural festivities and food specials.



Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor 
frfrankjohn56@gmail.com

Charisse Gioia
Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin
cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing 
the parish office as well producing our 
weekly bulletin and emails.
Charisse has been with the parish since 
2019.

Mark Neuhengen
Director of Evangelization and 
Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org       

Mark is responsible for our Parish 
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a 
graduate from Loyola University Chicago 
, holds a masters in theology and has 
been with the parish since 2019. 

                   

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org                              

Barb is responsible for our Children’s 
Faith formation programs. She and her 
husband Ed have been parishioners at 
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music 
musicalnut1@mac.com
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Staff
Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra
Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager 
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council
Anna Althoff- President
annamariealthoff@hotmail.com
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the 
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together 
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the 
Mission of the Parish. 

Finance Council
Don Eldred- Chair
The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial 
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor 
and business manager on financial matters, including the 
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee
Dan Summins- Chair
dsummins@hotmail.com
The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of 
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the 
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by 
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs 
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are 

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse
To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors, 

contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) 

Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local 

police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth 

(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.


