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Welcome

“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who
are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to
live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their
desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Community Ministries Eucharistic Ministers

teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community in our

liturgies or our planning, there are many opportunities
for you! Pastoral Council

teresa.church/pastoral-council

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission
teresa.church/rcia and vision for our community.

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping . .
Finance Council

those through that process as a companion. teresa.church/finance-council

Lectors Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and

teresa.churchylectors advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions.

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community?
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest
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Welcome

In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries

We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger

Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago.
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.
Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the

homeless. Participation is easy and safe! For more information and to sign up,
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes
Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a

meal.

Spiritual Ministries

There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate
our faith via small christian communities, serving in
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality

teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality

teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join.

La Posada Border Ministry

teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry

teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our

community.

Care for Creation Ministry

teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility,
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups

Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education

teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: The Gentiles were delighted when they
heard this and glorified the word of the Lord. All who were
destined for eternal life came to believe, and the word of
the Lord continued to spread through the whole region.
(Acts 13:48-49)

Psalm: We are his people, the sheep of his flock.

Second Reading: “For the Lamb who is in the center of the

throne will shepherd them and lead them to springs of life-
giving water, and God will wipe away every tear from their

eyes.” (Rv 7:17)

Gospel: Jesus said: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them,
and they follow me.” (Jn 10:27)
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Gospel Meditation: Fourth Sunday of Easter

A few years back, I felt as if I couldn’t hear God’s voice
the way I used to. The words in the Bible seemed like cold
ink on a page. Prayer felt like sitting anxiously in a lonely
room. I was worried — how could I, a priest, preach or
help others if I couldn’t hear God’s voice? It went on for
months. Then a friend encouraged me to go on a retreat
and spend as much time as possible in silence. After a day
or two of quiet prayer, I noticed gentle but clear thoughts of
repentance in two specific areas of my life. I asked God for
the grace to change, and I went to confession. Suddenly,
the divine silence that haunted me was filled with a sense
of God’s closeness and goodness. I realized, gratefully,
that God had been speaking to me in the quiet voice of my
conscience. This week we hear Jesus say, “My sheep hear
my voice. I know them and they follow me” (John 10:27).
Jesus links the hearing of his voice to following him. He
speaks to us in our conscience in an intimate, personal
way, when we most need to hear him. When you feel deaf
to God’s voice, perhaps it is time to listen in silence for His
voice in your conscience calling you to hear and follow the
Good Shepherd of your soul.

— Father John Muir

Financials: March 2025

FY25 FY24
Basket/Mail In: 24,624 21,283
Give Central: 35,251 36,399
Total: THIS YEAR PREVIOUS YEAR
$59,875 $ 57,682

$2,193
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From Mark:

One of my favorite books in the Bible is the Acts of the
Apostles. Since Easter, we have been going through the book
in the Church’s daily readings. The book, a continuation of
the Gospel of Luke, tells the Disciples after the resurrection
and their creation of what is now the Church. If you have not
done so already, I highly recommend reading the book from
beginning to end because there are so many rich moments.

One of my favorite interpretations of Acts comes from Fr.
Stephen Bevans, SVD’s 2024 book Community of Missionary
Disciples: The Continuing Creation of the Church. Bevans,
who taught my courses on mission and the Trinity in my
Divinity program, points out in his second chapter that

the book of Acts takes the reader from a small exclusive
community to a worldwide inclusive community. At the
beginning of Acts, the Church is just the disciples hiding in
the upper room afraid of leaving. The group is very small, only
Jewish, and very afraid of what the future holds. Everything
is reversed by the end of Acts. Bevans, citing Stephen G.
Wilson, points out that Acts ends with Disciples preaching
in Rome which in the context that Acts was constructed,
symbolizes the “whole world.” Acts invites all people of
faith to go out from our enclosed communities of people like
us where we often stay out of fear and move into the whole
world interacting with those different than us in that same
Spirit that drove the Apostles to places like Rome.

The first reading from this Sunday depicts one of those
turning points that demonstrates this ecclesial turn to a
global church. Paul and Barnabas are attempting to preach
to Jews in Antioch which is in modern day Turkey. The

Jews, who are of the same culture and religion as Paul and
Barnabas not only do not listen to them but are angry at their
preaching. It is important to note that the harsh words that
the author of Acts has for the Jewish community of Antioch
should not be applied to all Jews in all time periods but only
in regards to the specific Jewish community that rejected
Paul and Barnabas. The people who do accept the two
disciples preaching are the Gentiles, that is people in Antioch
who were not Jewish.

One could imagine who these people were, they

could have been merchants, slaves, women, lawyers,
homeless people who were not usually welcome in the
Jewish community.

One sees in this reading, the beginnings of a Church that
is truly global. The fruits of this global Church is seen in
our second reading from Revelation. John in his vision of
the end times that encompasses most of the text, sees

a multitude of people in heaven. The author specifically
mentions that the people surrounding the throne of God
are from “every nation, race, people, and tongue.” I like
to think that this is the “final stage” of the growth of

the Church described above. The Church goes from an
exclusive, small fearful community to encompass the
whole world rooted in all people to all these people and
cultures together around God at the end of time.

So how do we become this Church that welcomes all
and excludes none? We follow the advice given in the
Gospel. Jesus says “My sheep hear my voice, I know
them, and they follow me.” To truly become a community
of God, we need to keep Jesus and his presence at the
center of our lives. When we take time to truly root in
the Spirit of God, I believe we can not help but become
more orientated towards others. As the late Pope
Francis pointed out in his 2024 Encyclical on the Sacred
Heart of Jesus “In the heart of each person there is a
mysterious connection between self-knowledge and
openness to others, between the encounter with one’s
personal uniqueness and the willingness to give oneself
to others.”

I like to believe that St. Teresa creates those spaces
where we can develop that self-knowledge and
encounter others.

One way that we do that is through our Koinonia groups.
These groups are rooted in Ignatian Jesuit Spirituality
and are spaces for you to reflect on your own story and
engage the story of others. Our summer session starts
June 2nd at 6 PM with a free dinner.

Register online at our website! There should be a banner
at the top of the web page.
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Congratulations!!!

Last Sunday, 24 children celebrated their
First Communion at St. Teresa’s!
It was a beautiful day!
Congratulations to
Hugo, Edy, Penny, Annie, Amelia, Beatrice, Zoe,
Quinn, Bryce, Teddy, Campbell, Ben, Catalina,
Abigail, Mary, Thomas, Aidan, William,
Lizzie, John, Theo, Izzy Brendan, and Anna.
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Gospel Reflections:
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
We Don’t Follow Strangers

I get a little crazy when it comes to my kids’ safety.
We’ve probably had a few too many conversations that
could be entitled “What to Do If Mommy Loses You At
the State Fair” or “Don’t Trust People Just Because They
Smile At You.” Am I making them paranoid? Possibly.
But that’s something they can sort out later with their
therapists.

Because here’s the bottom line of it all — I don’t want
to instill a fear of strangers into my kids, but I do want
them to understand that you can’t always trust people
you don’t know (heck, you can’t always trust the people
you do know, but that’s another therapy-provoking
conversation we can have when they’re older).

If someone says, “Hey, follow me,” and we don’t know
them, it’s not always a great idea to comply. First, we
have to ask questions. “Where are you taking me? Why
are we going? Who else will be there?”

But if someone we know and love and trust says,

“Hey, follow me,” we don’t even think twice, and we
don’t need to ask any questions. We know wherever
we’re going is a safe place for us because we have a
relationship with the person doing the leading. We feel
comfortable putting ourselves in their care.

That’s why it’s so important to Christ that we know him.
That we have a relationship with him. That we trust him.

Because we don’t follow strangers, do we?

I don’t have all the answers to the questions I would
love to ask Christ. “Why is this happening? Where

are you taking me?” But the beautiful thing is, I don’t
actually need those answers. I know him. He’s got my
hand. Wherever we’re going is where I want to be.
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Stewardship Reflections:
Reluctant Sheep

Sheep get an awfully bad rap, linguistically. Some are
quick to label people as “sheep” if we think they haven’t
sufficiently questioned authority or if they’re too willing to
go along with someone else’s plan. We say someone has
“the wool over their eyes” if they aren’t willing to see what
we think is very obvious. “A wolf in sheep’s clothing” is
what we call someone looking to take advantage of those
too gullible to identify a real threat.

Taking all this into account and considering how often we
are referred to as sheep in Scripture, you’ve really got to
wonder if God trying to tell us something about ourselves.

If you look at the phraseology associated with sheep, it’s no
wonder that nobody wants to be one. Sheep are innocent.
Sheep can’t protect themselves. They’re vulnerable and
easily misled.

We want to see ourselves as the opposite of all that. We like
to think we’re shrewd, with plenty of common sense. We
want to believe that we don’t have to rely on anybody for
anything. We would sooner identify with the wolf than with
the sheep — at least the wolf can take care of himself.

We do this because we often resist the need to rest in the
greatness of God. Like a child walking to school alone for
the first time (forgetting his mom is following watchfully in
the car), we want to think we can handle it all by ourselves.

The truth is that God is trying to tell us something by
comparing us to sheep: You don’t have to do this on your
own.

Every time I look at an obstacle and think that there is no
way around it, I am forgetting that I have a shepherd who
knows the location of the gate.
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Join Us For Hospitality:
After the 10am and 6pm Mass

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to
know each other! If you would be interested in hosting a
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up-

https://sighup.com/go/uwfqUZN

Food Pantry:
Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to increase
the choices food pantries are able to receive each month. As a
result, a variety of canned goods, nuts and dried/frozen fruit
have been added to our deliveries. However, we continue to be in
need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation of
the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a new
Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are looking
for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help us build a
team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The task is simple,
we need amazing volunteers that will greet all parishioners
before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, and possibly
help them find a seat! You may think we already do this, but it’s
not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s house and not
being welcomed when you walk in the door, a place of business,
or a restaurant. First impressions can be lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to Jessica Marx @
chicago2381@hotmail.com.
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Loaves and Fishes:

The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them,
and clean tables. Volunteers are needed on Friday
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00. If you cannot arrive by
3:30, just let us know when you sign up. You can sign
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need.
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Thank you




Prayer

Mass Intentions

10AM - Estella Mones (D); Darlene Meissner (D) and Mary

McDonough (D)

12 PM - Ken Jaszczor (D)

6 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace

in Our World:

We pray for those who suffers
from illness of mind or body.

Cecelia Dowdall
Cynthia Rojas

Jennifer Jones

We pray for those who have
passed away.

We pray for peace in our city and
around the world.

We pray for the intentions on
our prayer cards.

We pray for survivors and
perpetrators

of sexual abuse.

Sunday Funday May 11th Mother’s Day:

More calls are made on Mother’s Day than any other day of the

year.

Mother’s Day is the third highest selling holiday for flowers and

plants.

Normally, Mother’s Day is the busiest day of the year for

restaurants.

Woodrow Wilson signed Mother’s Day into law in 1914.
The most popular gift for Mother’s Day is the greeting card.

Mother’s Day is celebrated all over the world.

CELEBRATE

l44eliuym%7130éy &§§g
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Mass Schedule

Sunday 5/18 10am- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 5/18 12pm- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 5/18 6pm- Fr. Frank

Prayer to the Good Shepherd
Beloved Shepherd,
You guide in a way often beyond my understanding. You

lead to paths yet undiscovered. Keep me in Your care, as
together we seek green pastures and still waters. Amen.

SHEPHERD)
A

“What do you call a priest, a deacon, and a
bishop asking for food at a restaurant?”

e FAMFUL GUN‘?!IJ:LS

“Holy Orders.”

Holy Orders refers to the sacrament in which
a man is ordained a priest. When a man
shares in the priesthood of Christ, he is then
able to dispense the sacraments and offer the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

<[
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SPRED Mass: Catholic Trivia- Just for Fun:
This past Sunday we celebrated our annual SPRED mass at Question: Where did three children witness six
the 10am mass followed by a wonderful hospitality with our apparitions of Mary, Mother of God in 1917?

St. T famil d friends.
eresafamfly anc inends Answer: Fatima, Portugal.

Congratulations to Quetzali Guadalupe Martinez Barajas on
her Confirmation.

Devotions, Explained!
Retreat, Explained

Spiritual retreats are an act of removing oneself from
one’s daily life for a period of prayer and reflection, with
the intent of returning to that daily life transformed.

It was Christ himself who was the greatest and earliest
advocate of spiritual retreat. In the Gospels, he is
constantly depicted as withdrawing from other people
to be alone in prayer. Likewise, participants in a modern
retreat most often go somewhere like a retreat center
to seek silence, solitude and communion with God.
There are many different varieties of retreats; they can
be guided and take place in a group setting, or they

can be undertaken alone by just one person. Some are
focused on a specific topic or theme; some are defined
by periods of total silence. Though clerics are compelled
by canon law to go on retreat regularly, all faithful are
encouraged to make retreat part of their spiritual life.

Sunday 5t. Teresa of Avila
June Blood Drive
1550 W Kenmore. Chicago, IL G0614
@ The Parish Genter

73013 To scheduls an appointment. call (300) TT0-GIVE. scan
the QA coda below or go to the follewing link
s Atinur Loom /S TABED

Donate and receive a limited editton crew socks. whila
supplies last,

s EE
i e
E ‘ /versiti
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2025 Papal Conclave:

A papal conclave is scheduled to begin on 7 May 2025
following the conclusion of the Novemdiales Masses to pray
for the eternal repose of the late Pope Francis, who died at
the age of 88 on 21 April 2025.

The conclave will take place in the Vatican’s Sistine Chapel,
which will remain closed to visitors during those days.

What happens during the conclave?

The conclave will be preceded by a solemn Eucharistic
celebration with the votive Mass Pro Eligendo Romano
Pontifice attended by the Cardinal electors.

In the afternoon, the Cardinal electors proceed in a solemn
procession to the Sistine Chapel, where the Conclave begins
to elect the new Pope. At the end of the procession inside
the Sistine Chapel, each Cardinal elector takes the oath as
prescribed in paragraph 53 of Universi Dominici Gregis.

Through this oath, they commit, if elected, to faithfully fulfill
the Munus Petrinum as Pastor of the Universal Church.

They also pledge to maintain absolute secrecy regarding
everything related to the election of the Roman Pontiff
and to refrain from supporting any attempts of external
interference in the election. At this point, the Master of
Pontifical Liturgical Celebrations proclaims extra omnes,
meaning that all individuals who are not part of the
Conclave must leave the Sistine Chapel. Only the Master
himself and the ecclesiastic designated to deliver the
second meditation remain. This meditation focuses on the
grave responsibility that rests upon the electors and the
necessity of acting with pure intentions for the good of the
Universal Church, keeping only God before their eyes. Once
the meditation is delivered, both the ecclesiastic and the
Master of Pontifical Liturgical Celebrations leave.

The Cardinal electors then recite prayers according to the
Ordo Sacrorum Rituum Conclavis and listen to the Cardinal
Dean, who asks whether they are ready to proceed with
voting or if any clarifications regarding the rules and
procedures.

All election procedures take place exclusively in the Sistine
Chapel within the Vatican Apostolic Palace, which remains
completely sealed off until the election is concluded.
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Throughout the election process, the Cardinal electors must
refrain from sending letters or engaging in conversations,
including phone calls, except in cases of extreme urgency.
They are not allowed to send or receive messages of any
kind, receive newspapers or magazines of any nature, or
follow radio or television broadcasts.

How many votes are required to elect a Pope?

To validly elect a new Pope, a two-thirds majority of

the electors present is required. If the total number of
electors is not evenly divisible by three, an additional vote
is necessary. If voting begins on the afternoon of the first
day, there will be only one ballot. On subsequent days, two
ballots are held in the morning and two in the afternoon.

After the votes are counted, all ballots are burned. If the
ballot was inconclusive, a chimney positioned over the
Sistine Chapel emits black smoke. If a Pope is elected,
white smoke will billow out of the chimney.

If the electors fail to reach an agreement on a candidate
after three days of inconclusive voting, a break of up to one
day is allowed for prayer, free discussion among voters, and
a brief spiritual exhortation by the Cardinal Proto-Deacon
(Cardinal Dominique Mamberti).

What happens immediately after a new Pope is elected?

Once the Cardinals have elected a new Pope, the most
junior of the Cardinal Deacons calls the Secretary of the
College of Cardinals and the Master of Pontifical Liturgical
Celebrations into the Sistine Chapel. The most senior
Cardinal, speaking on behalf of all the electors, asks for the
elected candidate’s consent with the following words: “Do
you accept your canonical election as Supreme Pontiff?”
Upon receiving consent, he then asks: “What name do you
wish to be called?”

The functions of a notary, with two Masters of Ceremonies
acting as witnesses, are carried out by the Master of
Pontifical Liturgical Celebrations, who drafts the document
of acceptance and records the chosen name.

From this moment, the newly-elected Pope acquires full and
supreme authority over the universal Church.

The Conclave ends immediately at this point.



Parish Contacts

Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor
frfrankjohn56 @gmail.com

Charisse Gioia

Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing
the parish office as well producing our
weekly bulletin and emails.

Charisse has been with the parish since
2019.

Mark Neuhengen

Director of Evangelization and

Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org

Mark is responsible for our Parish
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a
graduate from Loyola University Chicago
, holds a masters in theology and has
been with the parish since 2019.

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org

Barb is responsible for our Children’s
Faith formation programs. She and her
husband Ed have been parishioners at
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music
musicalnutl@mac.com
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Staff

Housekeeping

Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora

Building & Facilities Manager
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council

Anna Althoff- President

annamariealthoff@hotmail.com

The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the
Mission of the Parish.

Finance Council

Don Eldred- Chair

The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor
and business manager on financial matters, including the
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee

Dan Summins- Chair

dsummins@hotmail.com

The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse

To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors,
contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local
police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth
(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.



