
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday  6 PM French Mass 

Sunday    10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email 
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Pentecost Sunday
June 8, 2025

Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address
1037 W. Armitage Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773–528–6650 

www.teresa.church

                                     “Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila

     

   
      



                     Welcome
“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the            

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who 

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to 

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their 

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the 

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community? 
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email	 						      Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest

Community Ministries
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community in our 
liturgies or our planning, there are many opportunities 
for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teresa.church/rcia

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping 
those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission 
and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and 
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions. 
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                     Welcome
In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your 

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries
We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get 
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln 
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger
Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the 
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago. 
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly 
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with 

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the 
homeless.  Participation is easy and safe!  For more information and to sign up, 
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes

Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a 
meal.

La Posada Border Ministry
teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry
teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of 
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our 
community.

Care for Creation Ministry
teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to 
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet 
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility, 
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for 
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Spiritual Ministries
There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate 
our faith via small christian communities, serving in 
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality
teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive 
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality
teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and 
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join. 

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups
Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe 
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the 
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good 
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST 
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special 
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs 
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: Then there appeared to them tongues as of 
fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. 
(Acts 2:3)

Psalm: Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the 
earth. (Ps 104)

Second Reading: As a body is one though it has many parts, 
and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, so 
also Christ. (1 Cor 12:12)

Gospel: Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” (Jn 20:21)

Feasts and Saints:

6/9-  Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church

6/11- St. Barnabas, Apostle

6/13- St. Anthony of Padua, Priest and Doctor of the 
Church

6/14- Flag Day

Camila Isabel Cunningham

Gospel Meditation: Pentecost Sunday 

When I was a seminarian almost 20 years ago, a bank 
vice president taught us etiquette classes. She said, 
“Gentlemen, please make sure your breath isn’t bad. Take 
some breath mints before you hear confessions, okay?” 
We nervously laughed because the proximity that makes 
breath noticeable (whether pleasant or not) can be a bit 
awkward.

When Jesus breathes on his Apostles (John 20:22), he 
must have been within inches of at least some of them. 
This closeness of his breath has a purpose: the purpose of 
forgiveness of sins. “Whose sins you forgive are forgiven 
them” (John 20:23). Why in the world would the almost 
uncomfortable closeness of his breath forgive sins?

In the Bible, breath is spirit or wind. It comes from above 
and makes that which is below to have identity. To not 
have a single identity is to be multiple, divided. The word 
“sin” comes from an ancient word that means “to split” 
or “render asunder.” Sin divides us sinners and the world 
around us; our spiritual “breath” leaves us and our identity 
splinters. Only breath from above restores. For example, a 
shattered vase is rendered whole because the craftsman 
breathes the spirit of the vase back into it when he repairs 
it. A human being shattered by sin is made whole by the 
breath of God, breathed by Jesus through his priests. His 
breath alone forgives sins. It’s always done with his gentle, 
loving closeness.

                                                            — Father John Muir

Financials: April 2025

                                         FY25                             FY24   

Basket/Mail In:         12,585                           14,118

Give Central:             37,150                           43,838

Total:                      THIS YEAR                  PREVIOUS YEAR

                                    $49,735                         $ 57,956

.                                                        $(8,221)
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Dirks Cooking Class:

Together in Joy Sign Up Party took place on May 20th 

at Dirks Fish And Gourmet Shop for a cooking class. 

A GREAT time was had by all!

Dirks Cooking Class:

S

St. Anthony of Padua | June 13

“St. Anthony, St. Anthony, come around! Something’s lost 
that must be found!” Did you learn this rhyme in childhood? 
St. Anthony of Padua is more than the patron saint for lost 
items. By his life, he shows a special interest in lost souls. 
St. Anthony was born to noble parents, but he preferred a 
simple life of faith to the riches of his childhood. He joined 
the Franciscan order in 1220. He quickly became known 
for his eloquence in preaching. He had a way of reaching 
all sorts, from nobles to clergy to those who had fallen 
away from the Catholic faith. In addition to preaching, St. 
Anthony organized supplies for the poor and negotiated 
release for prisoners of war between Italian city-states. 
However you or your loved ones feel lost this week, pray for 
St. Anthony’s intercession!

SAVE THE DATE!



Page 7Parish Life

Gospel Reflections:

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Leaving the Room

I was a full-grown adult before I realized that Pentecost 
is known as “the birthday of the Church,” and it only 
resonated with me because someone showed up to 
a church function with cake and candles. Leave it to 
buttercream frosting to drive home a theological reality 
I had been missing for 25 years.

I knew what Pentecost was, of course. It simply went 
over my head that, despite all the incredible, world-
changing things that had come before the moment of 
Pentecost, prior to this day, the Apostles were just a 
group of guys in a room. It wasn’t until Pentecost that 
they became the Church.

So what makes the Church…well, the Church, capital C? 
What makes it more than just a group of guys in a room?

It’s true, they were a very special group of guys. They 
had the Truth — capital T. They had borne witness to 
Christ’s miracles, to his life and to his passion and 
death.

But they were still in that room.

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, the Holy 
Spirit came upon them, and they received graces 
and gifts that made them fit to carry out the Great 
Commission. The Truth wasn’t enough, even with a 
capital T. They needed the Spirit — capital S — and more 
than that, they needed to receive it with the courage and 
faith necessary to do what needed to be done.

To get up and leave the room.

Because what good is any of it unless they leave the 
room? What does it matter, the tongues of fire and the 
miraculous bilingualism and, frankly, the coming of the 
Spirit, if no one ever hears about it?

The mission is what made them the Church. It’s what 
makes us the Church. Without it, we’re just a bunch of 
guys in a room.

 Stewardship Reflections:

Do You Speak Stewardship?

If you are married, I’m guessing that you know the best way 
to break bad news to your spouse, whether you realize it or 
not. Maybe it’s simply that you know not to talk about the 
budget after your wife’s football team has lost. Maybe you 
know your husband will take the news that your sister is 
coming to stay a little easier if you tell him over his favorite 
dinner. We do the same thing with our children, our friends, 
our coworkers — we have all learned the language of the 
people we love.

The truth is the same in every language, but it’s important 
for us to convey that truth graciously. That’s what Pentecost 
teaches us. The gift of being able to speak in tongues 
afforded the Apostles a practical skill to spread the Gospel 
message, but it also served as a powerful symbol of the 
importance of effective communication. Evangelization 
can only happen when you’re speaking in words a person is 
able, ready, and willing to hear.

Let’s ask ourselves: what is the language we need to speak 
to share the truth with the person who is standing in front 
of us? Is it the language of quality time? The language of 
concern? The language of laughter and friendship? The 
language of authenticity, of plain talk and frankness?

The Holy Spirit gave the Apostles the ability to speak in 
tongues, and it seems miraculous when we read about it in 
the Gospels — but only consider that we all have this same 
ability, in a certain way. The Holy Spirit can and will show 
us how to speak the truth, if we only ask.
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Loaves and Fishes:                                        
The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests 
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.  

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them, 
and clean tables.  Volunteers are needed on Friday 
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00.  If you cannot arrive by 
3:30, just let us know when you sign up.  You can sign 
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call 
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn 
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is 
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner 
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each 
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll 
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share 
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need. 
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia 

cgioia@stteresaparish.org                     

                                                                           Thank you

Parish Life

Join Us For Hospitality:                                     
After the 10am and 6pm Mass   

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow 
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to 
know each other!    If you would be interested in hosting a 
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up- 

           https://signup.com/go/uwfqUZN   

Food Pantry:

Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to increase 
the choices food pantries are able to receive each month. As a 
result, a variety of canned goods, nuts and dried/frozen fruit 
have been added to our deliveries. However, we continue to be in 
need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation of 
the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a new 
Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are looking 
for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help us build a 
team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The task is simple, 
we need amazing volunteers that will greet all parishioners 
before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, and possibly 
help them find a seat! You may think we already do this, but it’s 
not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s house and not 
being welcomed when you walk in the door, a place of business, 
or a restaurant. First impressions can be lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and 
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to  Jessica Marx @ 
chicago2381@hotmail.com.



Prayer

                  
                                                                   
                                                                      

Mass Intentions                                                          
10AM - Albert Gannon (D)

12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

 6 PM -  Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased
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We pray  for those who suffers 
from illness of mind or body.

We pray for those who have 
passed away.
We pray for peace in our city and 
around the world. 
We pray for the intentions on 
our prayer cards.
We pray for survivors and 
perpetrators
of sexual abuse.

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace 
in Our World:

Mass Schedule

Sunday 6/15   10am- Fr. Frank
Sunday 6/15   12pm- Fr. Alphonse
Sunday 6/15     6pm- Fr. Udovic

Sunday Funday June 8th:

Today is Best Friends Day and Jelly-filled Doughnut Day

1872- An Act of Congress authorized the first US postcard.

1966- National Football League (NFL) and American Football 
League (AFL) announced they would merge.

1983- The first triplets resulting from in-vitro fertilization, 
Aaron, Jessica, and Chiara Guare, were born at the Flinders 
Medical Centre in Adelaide, Australia.

“I wish I could tell you it gets better. It doesn’t get better. YOU 
get better.” – Joan Rivers

The original Ferris wheel made $726,850.50 at 50¢ a ride 
during the 1893 Chicago World’s Columbian Exposition.

Prayer for Pentecost

Holy Spirit of God — Disturb this room with your pres-
ence today, filling us, empowering us, emboldening us.

Descend upon us with your gifts, your inspiration, and 
your promptings.

Lead us to where we should go, stirring within us the 
movement of God. 
Amen.
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Catholic Trivia- Just for Fun:

Question: What year marked the first time that Catholics 
in the United States were allowed to receive the 
Eucharist in their hands?

Answer: 1977

Catholic Q&A:

Question:

Why do we use incense at Mass?

Answer:

The use of incense in religious ceremonies and worship 
is a practice that predates Christianity, and which is also 
found in many other religious traditions today.

Incense, which is made from resin infused with aromatic 
spices and oils, is one of those fundamentally human 
symbols that incorporates more than one of our senses, 
helping us to reflect on realities that transcend the 
everyday details of our lives.

The use of incense in the Church’s liturgy — in the Mass, 
as well as in devotions to the Eucharist and the Liturgy 
of the Hours — is inspired by the use of incense in the 
Jewish tradition. In the writings of the Old Testament, 
we hear about incense being used in the worship of the 
temple, and Psalm 141 asks, “Let my prayer be incense 
before you; my uplifted hands an evening offering” (vs. 
2). The image here is that, as the incense gently rises to 
heaven, our prayers also rise to God as something sweet 
and pleasant.

Another ancient use of incense that has also become 
part of our Catholic tradition is the idea that when we 
incense something, it’s because it is something special 
or sacred. This is why the Book of the Gospel is incensed 
during the Liturgy of the Word and the bread, wine, 
priest celebrant, and congregation are incensed at the 
presentation of the gifts. To this, we can also add the 
incensing of the Blessed Sacrament during eucharistic 
adoration and benediction, and the body of the deceased 
at the end of the Mass of the Resurrection (the Funeral 
Mass).

Devotions, Explained!

Prayer Before Meals, Explained

Anyone who has ever dined in a Catholic home has probably 
heard the prayer before meals that begins with the famous 
words: “Bless us, O Lord, and these thy gifts.” These words 
in particular are first found in the Galesian Sacramentary, a 
book of Christian liturgy that dates to the seventh or eighth 
century, but the practice of praying before meals is Biblical, 
harkening back to the Jewish ritual washing of hands before 
eating. In the Gospels, Jesus is shown praying before the 
Last Supper and other meals, setting an example followed by 
Paul in Acts 27:35.

In his 2015 encyclical Laudato SI’, Pope Francis urged the 
faithful “to return to this beautiful and meaningful custom.”

“That moment of blessing,” he wrote, “reminds us of our 
dependence on God for life; it strengthens our feeling 
of gratitude for the gifts of creation…(and) reaffirms our 
solidarity with those in greatest need.”
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Flag Day | June 14

Flag Day, observed annually on June 14, is a celebration 
of the American flag and its adoption by the Continental 
Congress on that date in 1777. It commemorates the official 
design of the “Stars and Stripes” as the national flag of 
the United States. The day also honors the principles of 
freedom, unity, and patriotism. 

Pentecost Sunday:

Today, we celebrate the glorious Solemnity of Pentecost, the 
promised Gift of the Father and the Son to Jesus’ disciples. 
After rising from the dead, Jesus appeared to His disciples 
for forty days, offering them proof of His resurrection, 
teaching them, and reminding them of all He had revealed 
to them about His death and Resurrection to prepare them 
for the next step of their mission. During the ten days after 
Jesus’ Ascension, the eleven Apostles gathered together in 
the upper room totaling 120. As they met, they cast lots and 
chose Matthias as Judas’ successor.

On the fiftieth day after Jesus’ Resurrection, ten days after 
His Ascension, the 120 disciples were again gathered in the 
upper room when they experienced something beyond their 
imagination. From the sky, a noise like a strong driving wind 
filled the room. Tongues, as of fire, fell upon all gathered, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, they were given the 
gift of tongues, which enabled them to speak in different 
languages to the diverse groups of people in Jerusalem.

Pentecost is the birthday of the Church. The Holy Spirit 
formed the Church and empowered each baptized member 
to fulfill a specific duty. Some preached, some cared for the 
poor, and some shed their blood for their faith. The newly 
converted and empowered disciples traveled far and wide 
to expand the newborn Church that grew rapidly as the new 
Body of Christ fulfilled its mission.

The Holy Spirit also sanctifies every individual believer, 
especially through the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, “The 
seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, 
counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord…
They complete and perfect the virtues of those who receive 
them.

Holy Spirit, come to me and bestow upon me Your seven-
fold gifts, so that I can grow closer to Christ Jesus and 
act more faithfully as a member of His Body. Bear good 
fruit in my life and in the lives of others, so that the saving 
message of the Gospel will draw all people to Yourself for 
Your eternal praise and glory. Most Holy Trinity—Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit —I love You, believe in You, and trust in You.



Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor 
frfrankjohn56@gmail.com

Charisse Gioia
Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin
cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing 
the parish office as well producing our 
weekly bulletin and emails.
Charisse has been with the parish since 
2019.

Mark Neuhengen
Director of Evangelization and 
Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org       

Mark is responsible for our Parish 
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a 
graduate from Loyola University Chicago 
, holds a masters in theology and has 
been with the parish since 2019. 

                   

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org                              

Barb is responsible for our Children’s 
Faith formation programs. She and her 
husband Ed have been parishioners at 
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music 
musicalnut1@mac.com

Parish Contacts                                                                                             Page 12

Staff
Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra
Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager 
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council
Anna Althoff- President
annamariealthoff@hotmail.com
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the 
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together 
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the 
Mission of the Parish. 

Finance Council
Don Eldred- Chair
The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial 
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor 
and business manager on financial matters, including the 
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee
Dan Summins- Chair
dsummins@hotmail.com
The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of 
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the 
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by 
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs 
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are 

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse
To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors, 

contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) 

Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local 

police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth 

(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.


