
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday  6 PM French Mass 

Sunday    10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email 
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

                                       

Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address
1037 W. Armitage Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773–528–6650 

www.teresa.church

                                                                “Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila

     

   

The Journey
August 10th, 2025



                     Welcome
“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the            

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who 

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to 

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their 

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the 

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community? 
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email							       Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest

Community Ministries
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community 
in our liturgies or our planning, there are many 
opportunities for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teresa.church/rcia

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping 
those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission 
and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and 
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions. 
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                     Welcome
In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your 

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries
We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get 
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln 
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger
Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the 
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago. 
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly 
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with 

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the 
homeless.  Participation is easy and safe!  For more information and to sign up, 
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes

Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a 
meal.

La Posada Border Ministry
teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry
teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of 
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our 
community.

Care for Creation Ministry
teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to 
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet 
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility, 
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for 
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Spiritual Ministries
There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate 
our faith via small christian communities, serving in 
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality
teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive 
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality
teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and 
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join. 

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups
Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe 
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the 
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good 
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST 
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special 
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs 
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: The night of the passover was known 
beforehand to our fathers, that, with sure knowledge of 
the oaths in which they put their faith, they might have 
courage. (Wis 18:6-7)

Psalm: Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his 
own. (Ps 33)

Second Reading: Faith is the realization of what is hoped 
for and evidence of things not seen. (Heb 11:1)

Gospel: Much will be required of the person entrusted 
with much, and still more will be demanded of the person 
entrusted with more.” (Lk 12:48)

Feasts and Saints:

8/11- St. Clare, Virgin

8/12- St. Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious

8/13- Sts. Pontian, Pope, and Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs

8/14- St. Maxililian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr

8/15- The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

8/16- St. Stephen of Hungary 

Shepherd Penn Sinclair

Gospel Meditation: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

There was a young mother in my parish community who 
was depressed due to financial strain. She prayed for help. 
One morning before Mass, she placed on the counter a 
zip-lock bag filled with jewelry and old coins. Smiling, she 
explained she had been fixing an old cabinet and found 
the items hidden deep within the walls of her home. One 
particular coin could be worth as much as $900,000. The 
contents of the bag–previously unknown to them–were 
now their prized possession. Their plans changed that 
week. They had to learn how much it was worth.

This week, the Lord tells us, “For where your treasure 
is, there also will your heart be” (Luke 12:34). Our lives 
revolve around what we treasure. When we discover 
the treasure the Father gives us–the kingdom of God–
everything changes. We might not know its precise value, 
but we rearrange our lives around it. The joy of this 
discovery should never be far from our minds.

Sometimes we go through times when we can’t find this 
treasure. It seems hidden. Or it appears like dirty old coins 
and worthless jewelry in a Ziploc bag. But how crazy would 
my parishioners be if they tossed it away without knowing 
the cash value? How much crazier are we if we center 
our hearts on any treasure except that of Jesus and his 
kingdom? Remember, the Father is pleased to give it to us. 
That’s why we put our hearts there, even when it is hidden.

                                                                           — Father John Muir

Financials: May 2025

                                         FY25                             FY24   

Basket/Mail In:         20,290                          17,563

Give Central:             34,942                          40,154

Total:                      THIS YEAR                  PREVIOUS YEAR

                                    $55,232                         $ 57,717

.                                                        $(2,485 )
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St. Clare | August 11

St. Clare of Assisi, (1194-1253), was born into a wealthy, 
politically influential, Catholic family in Assisi, Italy. When 
she was 12, her family decided she should marry. She begged 
them to allow her to wait until she was 18 and they eventually 
agreed.

As a teen, Clare learned of a priest named Francis (St. Francis 
of Assisi). After hearing him preach, she decided that her 
calling was to “live for the Gospel.” She admired how Francis 
lived — in poverty, community, and service to the poor. After 
receiving permission from the bishop of Assisi, she left her 
family join Francis and his followers. Once with them, Clare 
left her fancy life behind, donning a plain robe, simple veil, 
and cutting her hair short, a symbol of her desire to reject 
marriage and live a religious life.

Studying early on with the Benedictines, she was joined by 
her sister. Fearing for their safety from Clare’s family who 
were determined that the daughters return, Francis and 
his followers built a home for them next to a church they 
restored, San Damiano, for their protection. While there, 
Clare and Francis established the Order of the Poor Ladies of 
San Damiano.

Daily Mass, adoration, and the Eucharist were integral to 
the lives of Clare’s Poor Ladies. The growing community’s 
radical devotion to strict poverty set them apart from other 
congregations. Following her order’s eventual approval by 
the Pope, she wrote the order’s Rule of Life based on the 
teachings of St. Francis — the first monastic rule known to be 
written by a woman.

After St. Clare died, the Poor Ladies were renamed the Order 
of St. Clare or, the Poor Clares, in her honor. She passed away 
at the age of 59, one day after her Rule was approved. St. 
Clare, pray for us!

Confession:

During the month of August Fr. Frank will be hearing 
Confession  on Tuesday during adoration from 6:00-7:30 on 
on the following dates - 12th, and 19th.
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Gospel Reflections:

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Are You Talking To Me?

Last summer I was at the National Eucharistic Congress 
when Fr. Mike Schmitz delivered an impassioned call 
to repentance in his keynote address during an evening 
revival session. The crowd received his message with great 
enthusiasm. Their applause and the cheers shook the 
Lucas Oil Stadium.

The next night, Sr. Josephine Garrett took the stage and, in 
her address, got into the nitty-gritty of what it means to be 
a disciple, what it means to live repentance — or, as she so 
beautifully put it, to embrace the hunger.

And in doing so, she called back to the previous night’s 
thunderous approval of Fr. Mike’s message.

“When I heard you clapping when Father said we need 
repentance, I was worried you thought he was talking 
about your neighbor’s repentance,” she said. “He is not.”

In other words: he’s talking about your repentance.

We all love a message about The Right Thing To Do. We 
all love when a priest or a nun or any Catholic with a 
microphone gets up and talks about the truth. We rise to 
our feet and applaud.

And then, too often, we take a deep breath and walk to our 
car and forget all about it — because we think they were 
talking to someone else. You know…the others. The ones 
who need to hear it. The ones who aren’t being vigilant.

In today’s Gospel, Peter asks Jesus, “Is this parable [of 
the absent master] meant for us, or for everyone?” (Luke 
12:41). And Jesus answers him with a question. In so 
many words, he says this: “Do you want it to be for you? 
Are you ready to hear it?”

Whoever we are. Wherever we’re from. Whatever our life 
looks like. However we pray. He’s talking to us.

Are we ready to hear him?

 Stewardship Reflections:

Caught in the Rising Action

Think of some of your favorite iconic movies. I’m not talking 
about the feel-good comedies or the offbeat coming-of-age 
flicks. I’m talking about the movies that you found had a 
profound impact on you or made you go “Hmmm.”

I’m willing to bet that the plot of this film features some 
tough moments and difficult scenarios. However happy 
the ending, at some point, the situation for the protagonist 
might look awfully hopeless. The script speaks some 
truth to you about what it is to be human in difficult 
circumstances. What it means to persevere.

We’re attracted to the tension that exists when the hero is 
besieged. We’re captivated by the decisions he makes in 
the darkest hour of the night when it seems like the dawn 
will never come. Why? Because we know that feeling so 
well. This is the essence of our human life on earth: waiting, 
hoping, doubting — and enduring.

We know the ending to our story, but we don’t know when 
it’s coming. We live our whole lives in the rising action of 
the narrative. Sure, it gets old. Tiresome, even dull. We may 
start to despair that the climactic scene is coming at all.

But faith is the realization of things hoped for, and evidence 
of things not seen. We feel it watching a great movie, 
because we recognize it intuitively: it is faith which earns 
the happy ending. No one is drawn to the story when 
the hero gives up or gets tired of waiting for the payoff. 
Everyday stewardship is the collection of choices we make 
while we’re waiting, because we are called to action, not 
idleness, even in our perpetual state of expectation.
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Loaves and Fishes:                                        
The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests 
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.  

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them, 
and clean tables.  Volunteers are needed on Friday 
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00.  If you cannot arrive by 
3:30, just let us know when you sign up.  You can sign 
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call 
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn 
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is 
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner 
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each 
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll 
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share 
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need. 
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia 

cgioia@stteresaparish.org                     

                                                                           Thank you

Parish Life

Join Us For Hospitality:                                     
After the 10am and 6pm Mass   

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow 
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to 
know each other!    If you would be interested in hosting a 
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up- 

           https://signup.com/go/uwfqUZN   

Food Pantry:

Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to increase 
the choices food pantries are able to receive each month. As a 
result, a variety of canned goods, nuts and dried/frozen fruit 
have been added to our deliveries. However, we continue to be in 
need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation of 
the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a new 
Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are looking 
for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help us build a 
team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The task is simple, 
we need amazing volunteers that will greet all parishioners 
before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, and possibly 
help them find a seat! You may think we already do this, but it’s 
not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s house and not 
being welcomed when you walk in the door, a place of business, 
or a restaurant. First impressions can be lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and 
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to  Jessica Marx @ 
chicago2381@hotmail.com.

                  St. T’s Men’s Annual Retreat
                                  September 5–7, 2025
           Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat House, Barrington, IL

All men ages 18 and older are warmly invited to join the 
St. T’s Men’s Group for our annual retreat, taking place 
the weekend of September 5–7 at the peaceful Bellarm-
ine Jesuit Retreat House in Barrington.

God continually calls us to go deeper, to draw nearer. 
This retreat offers a rare opportunity to step away from 
the noise and demands of everyday life and spend 
intentional time with God. In this Jubilee Year of Hope, 
immerse yourself in the grace of the Spiritual Exer-
cises and rekindle the hope that strengthens our faith. 
Through silence, prayer, and reflection, encounter Christ 
anew—His mercy, His call, and His constant presence.

This cherished tradition is not only spiritually enriching, 
but also a great way to connect with other men from St. 
Teresa’s. We attend as a group and meet at the begin-
ning and end of the retreat. Carpooling from the city will 
be available.
Register directly at: jesuitretreat.org/retreats/septem-
ber-5-7-2025
Questions? Contact Craig Dean at cdean@aegpartners.
com.



Prayer

                  
                                                                   
                                                                      

Mass Intentions                                                          
10AM - Frank Baker (D)

12 PM - Ken and Joyce Jaszczor (D) 

 6 PM -  Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased 
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We pray  for those who suffers 
from illness of mind or body.

Cecelia Dowdall

We pray for those who have 
passed away.
We pray for peace in our city and 
around the world. 
We pray for the intentions on 
our prayer cards.
We pray for survivors and 
perpetrators
of sexual abuse.

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace 
in Our World:

Mass Schedule

Sunday 8/17   10am- Fr. Frank
Sunday 8/17   12pm- Fr. Frank
Sunday 8/17    6pm- Fr. Udovic

and

Sunday Funday August 10th:
Today is Lazy Day and S’mores Day

1519- Ferdinand Magellan set sail from Seville, Spain to 
circumnavigate the globe.

1846- The Smithsonian Institution was chartered by the United 
States Congress.

1941- The Mount Rushmore Memorial was dedicated.

1948- Candid Camera made its television debut, after being on 
radio for a year as Candid Microphone.

1986- Broadway Show – Me and My Girl Musical

The French word for “cheese” is “Fromage.” Cheese is made by 
aging milk. Cheese comes “from age.”

Prayer for Generosity

God who has gifted me every good thing,

Help me to remember what truly matters.

To treasure love above all else, and to serve readily.

Amen.
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Catholic Trivia- Just for Fun:

Question: What is the name for the short stories Jesus 
would tell to teach a spiritual lesson based on familiar 
life experiences?

Answer: Parables.

Catholic Q&A:

Question:

Why is it so important that we register in a parish? Isn’t 
it good enough that we go to Mass?

Answer:

Registration is the official way we join a parish 
community. Many people think that because they 
attend a particular parish they automatically belong. 
At times, young adults who have moved away for years 
think they are still signed up under their parents. But 
membership requires signing up, formally enrolling 
yourself in a parish. Registration is a commitment to a 
community, a way to be included in the religious, social, 
and ministerial activities of your parish. Your registration 
affects the parish in many ways. Census numbers can 
determine how many priests are assigned to a church, 
what benefits and obligations the community has to the 
diocese, and how Masses, Confessions, and devotions 
are planned and scheduled.

Registration shows you belong. It is also necessary for 
certain benefits, like scheduling sacraments, obtaining 
sponsor certificates, and getting donation statements for 
taxes. Most importantly, it lets the parish count on you, 
to call on you to assist in its mission. Registering in your 
parish is a statement of faith and confidence in the life 
and work of your parish. 

Devotions, Explained!

House Blessing, Explained!

Catholics who move to a new place of residence often wish to 
have their dwelling blessed, to call the favor and help of God 
upon all those who live in the house and all those who will 
enter it.

The Roman Ritual (Book of Blessings) provides two formats 
for house blessings: one during the Easter or Christmas 
season (specifically for the Epiphany) and one for Ordinary 
Time. Those who live in the home must be present for a house 
to be blessed. A priest, deacon or lay person can administer 
the blessing, although if a lay person does so they must use 
the rites accorded to lay ministers in the Roman Ritual.

A house blessing includes Scripture readings, intercessions 
and a prayer of blessing.
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St. Jane Frances de Chantal | August 12

Saint Jane Frances de Chantal was born to a noble family in 
Dijon, France, on January 28, 1572. Her mother died when 
she was an infant. Her father raised her and provided for her 
education. In 1592 She married the Baron de Chantal, the 
couple were devoted to each other. They had six children, 
three of whom died in infancy. As Baroness, Saint Jane 
Frances restored the custom of daily Mass, and was famous 
for her charitable works. Unfortunately, her husband died 
in a hunting accident only eight years after their marriage. 
Devastated Jane Frances was forced to live in her father-in-
law’s strict household where she took a vow of chastity.

In 1604 while visiting her father in Dijon, she met Saint 
Francis de Sales and he became her close friend and 
spiritual director. Although not many of their epistles have 
survived, the pair had a lively correspondence which lasted 
until Saint Francis died.

Under the direction of St. Francis de Sales and with his 
partnership she established the Congregation of the 
Visitation at Annecy in 1610. This was a unique order, 
without the extreme ascetical practices typical in other 
religious orders, accepting women and girls and those 
rejected by other orders because of poor health or age. The 
new order was also unusual in its public ministry, rather 
than a strictly cloistered life. Saint Jane transformed her 
convent at Annecy into a hospital during the plague of 1628.

The saint died at the Visitation Convent in Moulins on 
December 13, 1641. At the time of her death, there were 86 
convents of Visitation nuns. She was canonized in 1767 by 
Pope Clement XIII.



Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor 
frfrankjohn56@gmail.com

Charisse Gioia
Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin
cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing 
the parish office as well producing our 
weekly bulletin and emails.
Charisse has been with the parish since 
2019.

Mark Neuhengen
Director of Evangelization and 
Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org       

Mark is responsible for our Parish 
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a 
graduate from Loyola University Chicago 
, holds a masters in theology and has 
been with the parish since 2019. 

                   

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org                              

Barb is responsible for our Children’s 
Faith formation programs. She and her 
husband Ed have been parishioners at 
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music 
musicalnut1@mac.com
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Staff
Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra
Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager 
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council
Anna Althoff- President
annamariealthoff@hotmail.com
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the 
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together 
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the 
Mission of the Parish. 

Finance Council
Don Eldred- Chair
The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial 
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor 
and business manager on financial matters, including the 
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee
Dan Summins- Chair
dsummins@hotmail.com
The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of 
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the 
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by 
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs 
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are 

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse
To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors, 

contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) 

Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local 

police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth 

(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.


