
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday  6 PM French Mass 

Sunday    10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email 
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

                                       

Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address
1037 W. Armitage Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773–528–6650 

www.teresa.church

                                                                “Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila
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                     Welcome
“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the            

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who 

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to 

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their 

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the 

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community? 
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email							       Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest

Community Ministries
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community 
in our liturgies or our planning, there are many 
opportunities for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teresa.church/rcia

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping 
those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission 
and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and 
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions. 
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                     Welcome
In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your 

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries
We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get 
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln 
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger
Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the 
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago. 
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly 
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with 

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the 
homeless.  Participation is easy and safe!  For more information and to sign up, 
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes

Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a 
meal.

La Posada Border Ministry
teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry
teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of 
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our 
community.

Care for Creation Ministry
teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to 
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet 
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility, 
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for 
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Spiritual Ministries
There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate 
our faith via small christian communities, serving in 
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality
teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive 
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality
teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and 
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join. 

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups
Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe 
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the 
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good 
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST 
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special 
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs 
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: Then the king ordered Ebed-melech the 
Cushite to take three men along with him, and draw the 
prophet Jeremiah out of the cistern before he should die. 
(Jer 38:10)

Psalm: Lord, come to my aid! (Ps 40)

Second Reading: Since we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of every burden 
and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race 
that lies before us. (Heb 12:1)

Gospel: Jesus said to his disciples: “I have come to set 
the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing!” 
(Lk 12:49)

Feasts and Saints:

8/19- St. Eudes, Priest

8/20- St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church

8/21- St. Pius X, Pope

8/22- The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

8/23- St. Rose of Lima, Virgin 

 

Gospel Meditation: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

During my baseball career, my best coach often said, 
“You shouldn’t be worried if I yell at you. Be worried if 
I don’t. If I stop pushing you, it means I don’t think you 
have any more potential.” He demanded a lot, and I knew 
it meant he saw that I could be something special on the 
baseball field.

Jesus says some demanding words to us this week. “Do 
you think I have come to establish peace on the earth?” 
he asks, “No, tell you, but rather division” (Luke 12:51). 
He wants you and me–in fact, all the earth–to participate 
in the luminous glory of God. That’s why he speaks of 
himself as a divine arsonist. Divine fire is like a good 
coach: it demands the removal of all that obstructs the 
achievement of the lofty goal.

How is your life demanding right now? That inconvenient 
family situation, the unfair boss at work, the kids who 
reject their parents’ wishes, the nagging health issue? 
Maybe things would be more peaceful devoid of these 
seemingly arbitrary difficulties. But for us who believe in 
the one who comes to set the earth of fire, we should be 
much more worried if he stops demanding so much from 
us. In fact, let’s thank him for it. He sees how glorious we 
can become.

                                                                      — Father John Muir

Financials: May 2025

                                         FY25                             FY24   

Basket/Mail In:         20,290                          17,563

Give Central:             34,942                          40,154

Total:                      THIS YEAR                  PREVIOUS YEAR

                                    $55,232                         $ 57,717

.                                                        $(2,485 )
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St. Pius X | August 21

St. Pius X (1835 – 1914), born Giuseppe Melchiorre Sarto, 
was from the Austrian Empire in what is now modern-day 
Veneto, Italy. He was the 257th Pope and served from 1903 
until his death in 1914. St. Pius X’s love for the Eucharist 
was evident from a young age and he carried this devotion 
throughout his life. As Pope, he emphasized the importance 
of fostering a personal relationship with Jesus through the 
Sacrament, advocating for its accessibility to all Catholics, 
regardless of social status.

One of St. Pius X’s most significant contributions to the 
Church was the role he played in lowering the age of 
eligibility for First Communion. Recognizing the significance 
of early spiritual formation, he sought to enable children 
to receive the Eucharist as soon as they reached seven 
years old. He believed that children could experience the 
profound graces of the Eucharist, grow in their faith at 
an early age, and that the reception of Holy Communion 
regularly in a child’s life would set the foundation for a 
lifetime of spiritual growth.

His papacy was also marked by his efforts to combat the 
rising tide of modernism — a movement that challenged 
traditional Catholic teachings. He wrote an encyclical 
entitled “Pascendi Dominici Gregis,” subtitled “On the 
Doctrines of the Modernists,” condemning modernist 
errors and safeguarding the integrity of Church doctrine. 
His commitment to preserving the traditional scope of 
Catholicism, especially the teachings of Christ’s true 
presence in the Eucharist, earned him the epithet “Pope of 
the Eucharist.”

Despite his rejection of modernism, St. Pius X was the first 
Pope to use a typewriter for his encyclicals, signaling an 
embrace of modern technology during his time as Pope. St. 
Pius X, Pope of the Eucharist, pray for us!

Confession:

Fr. Frank will be hearing Confession Tuesday August 
19th, 2025 during Adoration from 6:00-7:30.
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Gospel Reflections:

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

The Fire

This past week I have been reading a biography of St. 
Francis of Assisi. I admit I didn’t know much about 
Francis going into the book, but I always had this image 
of him as a hippie — an easygoing nature-lover who sang 
about peace and let animals climb on him.

I’m not sure where that caricature of Francis came 
from, but since I’ve been reading this book I’ve come to 
see that it’s not true at all. He was a lover of nature, yes. 
A poet who sang of God’s peace, yes. And I’m sure he 
let a few animals climb on him from time to time (he did 
live in a hut in the woods).

But St. Francis of Assisi wasn’t the lost fourth member 
of Peter, Paul and Mary. He was a man on fire. He was a 
man burning.

Francis walked around barefoot and slept on the 
ground. He abandoned a life of wealth to embrace 
the material poverty that Christ experienced. He 
embarrassed his family and they disowned him. When 
his father would encounter Francis in the streets of 
Assisi, he would curse him.

Sometimes we get this idea that Christianity is a 
comfortable, cozy thing. We give our lives to Christ, and 
we expect to feel instantly satisfied, happy, safe and 
warm. But the saints knew better.

The saints knew that Christ had not come to wrap us 
in a warm blanket. Christ has come to set us on fire. 
And though fire is often seen as a sign of death and 
destruction, it is also the precursor of new life.

Think of a field of native plants and how it benefits so 
richly from a controlled burn — an action that clears 
away detritus and releases nutrients back into the soil.

If we let Christ set fire to our lives, what would that 
fire burn away? What dead and festering undergrowth 
in our souls would be consumed by the flames? What 
promise of future holiness would sprout from beneath 
the ashes?

 Stewardship Reflections:

A Steward’s Growing Pains

Have you ever written a check or seen the charge on the 
credit card machine that had far too many zeros on it for 
your comfort?

The brakes finally give up on the car you were hoping to 
nurse through the season. The water heater dies on the 
coldest week of the year. A medical procedure wasn’t 
totally covered by insurance. We’ve all been here in this 
place, being asked to part with a not-so-small sum of 
money for a not-so-fun reason.

It’s a little easier to bear when you’re forking over dollar 
signs for a fun vacation or even a worthy cause like your 
child’s education. But when it’s something you weren’t 
expecting, something negative, that uneasiness in the 
pit of your stomach can quickly become despair.

The next time this happens to you, embrace it. 
Celebrate it. Wrap your arms around it and welcome it 
as a growing pain.

We are often asked, in life, to give more than we wish. 
Our loved ones demand greater patience than we think 
we have. Our prayer life is stalling, and we feel God 
isn’t holding up His end of the communication bargain. 
The daily grind seems to be grinding us down. We feel 
that uneasiness in the pit of our stomach, just as we do 
when we part with money we thought belonged solely 
to us.

That place of uncertainty propels us in life, in 
stewardship, in relationship. All forward motion comes 
from that feeling. Put out your hands and let yourself 
be thrust into the pit — He will stoop to take you out 
from the mud. Spread your arms on your cross — joy is 
waiting for you.
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Loaves and Fishes:                                        
The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests 
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.  

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them, 
and clean tables.  Volunteers are needed on Friday 
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00.  If you cannot arrive by 
3:30, just let us know when you sign up.  You can sign 
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call 
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn 
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is 
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner 
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each 
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll 
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share 
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need. 
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia 

cgioia@stteresaparish.org                     

                                                                           Thank you

Parish Life

Join Us For Hospitality:                                     
After the 10am and 6pm Mass   

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow 
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to 
know each other!    If you would be interested in hosting a 
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up- 

           https://signup.com/go/uwfqUZN   

Food Pantry:

Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to increase 
the choices food pantries are able to receive each month. As a 
result, a variety of canned goods, nuts and dried/frozen fruit 
have been added to our deliveries. However, we continue to be 
in need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation of 
the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a 
new Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are 
looking for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help 
us build a team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The 
task is simple, we need amazing volunteers that will greet all 
parishioners before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, 
and possibly help them find a seat! You may think we already 
do this, but it’s not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s 
house and not being welcomed when you walk in the door, a 
place of business, or a restaurant. First impressions can be 
lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and 
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to  Jessica Marx @ 
chicago2381@hotmail.com.

                  St. T’s Men’s Annual Retreat
                                  September 5–7, 2025
           Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat House, Barrington, IL

All men ages 18 and older are warmly invited to join the 
St. T’s Men’s Group for our annual retreat, taking place 
the weekend of September 5–7 at the peaceful Bellar-
mine Jesuit Retreat House in Barrington.

God continually calls us to go deeper, to draw nearer. 
This retreat offers a rare opportunity to step away 
from the noise and demands of everyday life and 
spend intentional time with God. In this Jubilee Year 
of Hope, immerse yourself in the grace of the Spiritual 
Exercises and rekindle the hope that strengthens our 
faith. Through silence, prayer, and reflection, encoun-
ter Christ anew—His mercy, His call, and His constant 
presence.

This cherished tradition is not only spiritually enriching, 
but also a great way to connect with other men from St. 
Teresa’s. We attend as a group and meet at the begin-
ning and end of the retreat. Carpooling from the city 
will be available.
Register directly at: jesuitretreat.org/retreats/septem-
ber-5-7-2025
Questions? Contact Craig Dean at cdean@aegpartners.
com.



Prayer

                  
                                                                   
                                                                      

Mass Intentions                                                          
10AM - Rose Ellen Larish (D)

12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

 6 PM -  Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased 

Page 9

We pray  for those who suffers 
from illness of mind or body.

We pray for those who have 
passed away.
We pray for peace in our city 
and around the world. 
We pray for the intentions on 
our prayer cards.
We pray for survivors and 
perpetrators
of sexual abuse.

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace 
in Our World:

Mass Schedule

Sunday 8/24   10am- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 8/24   12pm- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 8/24    6pm- Fr. Frank 

Sunday Funday August 17th:
Today is Black Cat Appreciation Day and Vanilla Custard Day

1807- Robert Fulton’s North River Steamboat left New 
York, New York, to Albany, New York, on the Hudson River, 
inaugurating the first commercial steamboat service in the 
world.

1907- Pike Place Market, in Seattle’s historic district, opened.

1978- Double Eagle II became the first balloon to cross the 
Atlantic Ocean when it landed in Miserey, France near Paris, 
137 hours after leaving Presque Isle, Maine

2008- American swimmer Michael Phelps was the first to win 
eight gold medals in one Olympic Games.

Prayer for Bravery

Dear God,

In the moments when my faith is met with others’ 
disdain or ridicule, give me the grace to be grounded in 
You. Remind me that Your mission matters, and that You 
alone bring comfort, healing, and salvation.

Amen.
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Catholic Trivia- Just for Fun:

Question: In what form did the Holy Spirit appear to 
the Apostles during Pentecost?

Answer: Tongues of fire.

Catholic Q&A:

Queenship of Mary

Question: 

Why do we have a feast for the Queenship of Mary?

Answer: 

For many of us, the language of kings and queens may 
seem like they belong to history or a medieval movie. 
Royalty have absolute authority over a kingdom and 
their subjects, a concept that is foreign to many of us 
today. While Jesus doesn’t rule a political kingdom, 
we honor and recognize him as the King of Kings, Lord 
of Heaven and Earth. To God alone belongs absolute 
authority over all of existence.

We may think of queens as the spouse of the king, but 
there is another key relationship: the king’s mother. 
In Biblical history, we see instances where the mother 
of the king is given due as a queen herself, complete 
with a throne! Mary’s guiding influence over her Son is 
seen most notably in the Wedding Feast at Cana. Mary 
is not Queen on her own merit. She is “full of grace” 
and “blessed” in “all ages” because of the reign of her 
Son.

Devotions, Explained!

Gregorian Chant, Explained!

Gregorian chant is an ancient form of sacred music used 
in liturgical worship and prayer. Defined by a monophonic 
(meaning a single melody without harmony or chords), 
unaccompanied song, this type of chant focuses the 
singer’s mind on the content of the prayer being sung, 
which makes it uniquely suited for use in the Mass.

Dating to the first millennium, it derives its name from 
Pope St. Gregory the Great, though scholarship is unclear 
on when exactly this type of chant originated. Prior to the 
Second Vatican Council, it was standard to use Gregorian 
chant in the Roman Rite Mass. Sacrosanctum Concilium, 
the Constitution on Divine Worship promulgated by 
Pope Paul VI in 1963, asserts that Gregorian chant 
is “specially suited to the Roman liturgy…(and) 
should be given pride of place in liturgical services.”
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St. Rose of Lima | August 23

Born Isabel Flores de Olivia in April 1586 in Lima, Peru 
to Spanish colonists, Saint Rose of Lima took the name 
Rose at her confirmation in 1597. Legend holds that she 
received this nickname as an infant because a servant 
saw her face transformed into a rose.

Even as a child Saint Rose was dedicated to Christ. 
Growing up she made many secret penances. And when 
she was old enough to be married, deterred suitors by 
cutting off her hair and rubbing pepper on face to make 
it blister. She took a vow of chastity even though her 
parents wished her to marry. She fasted many times a 
week and permanently abstained from meat.

Eventually her parents gave in and allowed her to join 
the Third Order of St. Dominic, although she was not 
permitted to live in a convent. Saint Rose undertook 
severe penances, allowing herself only two hours of 
sleep a night in order to have more time to pray, wearing 
a heavy silver crown with spikes on the inside imitating 
Christ’s crown of thorns, and even burning her own 
hands. However, she also cared for the sick and hungry, 
and sold her beautiful embroidery and fine lace, as well 
as flowers she grew to help raise funds for the poor.

She died at the age of 31 on August 24, 1617. Pope 
Clement X canonized her in 1671, she was the first saint 
of the New World, born in the Americas. Saint Rose 
of Lima is the patron saint of Latin America and the 
Philippines.



Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor 
frfrankjohn56@gmail.com

Charisse Gioia
Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin
cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing 
the parish office as well producing our 
weekly bulletin and emails.
Charisse has been with the parish since 
2019.

Mark Neuhengen
Director of Evangelization and 
Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org       

Mark is responsible for our Parish 
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a 
graduate from Loyola University Chicago 
, holds a masters in theology and has 
been with the parish since 2019. 

                   

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org                              

Barb is responsible for our Children’s 
Faith formation programs. She and her 
husband Ed have been parishioners at 
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music 
musicalnut1@mac.com
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Staff
Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra
Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager 
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council
Anna Althoff- President
annamariealthoff@hotmail.com
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the 
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together 
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the 
Mission of the Parish. 

Finance Council
Don Eldred- Chair
The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial 
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor 
and business manager on financial matters, including the 
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee
Dan Summins- Chair
dsummins@hotmail.com
The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of 
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the 
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by 
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs 
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are 

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse
To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors, 

contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) 

Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local 

police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth 

(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.


