
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday  6 PM French Mass 

Sunday    10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email 
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

                                       

Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address
1037 W. Armitage Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773–528–6650 

www.teresa.church

                                                                “Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila

     

   

October 5, 2025

T
H
E

 J
O
U
R
N
E
Y



                     Welcome
“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the            

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who 

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to 

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their 

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the 

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community? 
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email							       Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest

Community Ministries
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community 
in our liturgies or our planning, there are many 
opportunities for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teresa.church/rcia

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping 
those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission 
and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and 
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions. 
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                     Welcome
In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your 

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries
We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get 
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln 
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger
Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the 
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago. 
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly 
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with 

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the 
homeless.  Participation is easy and safe!  For more information and to sign up, 
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes

Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a 
meal.

La Posada Border Ministry
teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry
teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of 
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our 
community.

Care for Creation Ministry
teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to 
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet 
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility, 
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for 
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Spiritual Ministries
There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate 
our faith via small christian communities, serving in 
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality
teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive 
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality
teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and 
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join. 

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups
Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe 
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the 
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good 
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST 
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special 
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs 
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: The rash one has no integrity; but the just 
one, because of his faith, shall live. (Hb 2:4)

Psalm: If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts. (Ps 95)

Second Reading: For God did not give us a spirit of 
cowardice but rather of power and love and self-control. 
(2 Tm 1:7)

Gospel: “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you 
would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted 
in the sea,’ and it would obey you.” (Lk 17:6)

Feasts and Saints:

10/6- St. Bruno, Priest; Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, 
Virgin

10/7- Our Lady of the Rosary

10/8- St. Denis, Bishop and Companions, Martyrs; St. 
John Leonardi , Priest

10/11- St. John XXIII, Pope

Gospel Meditation: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

A priest friend of mine received a call from a family 
whose elderly mother was dying. Within thirty minutes, 
he was at her bedside, offering the consolation of the 
sacraments, anointing her with the oil of the sick, and 
commending her soul to God. She passed not long after, 
and for months, her family spoke of their deep gratitude 
for his presence. When I phoned him to commend his 
faithful ministry, he simply said, “I was just doing my 
job.”

His words brought to mind Jesus’ teaching this week in 
Luke 17:10: “So you also, when you have done everything 
you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done our duty.’” In a world that 
often seeks recognition and applause, the Lord invites 
us into a different mindset — one of humble service. The 
priest did not see his response as extraordinary; he saw it 
as a grace to fulfill his vocation.

How tempting it is to seek affirmation for doing what I 
ought to do! Yet Jesus reminds us that true discipleship 
is not about grandstanding but about quiet faithfulness. 
It is enough to have served. It is enough to have loved. It 
is enough to be grateful that we were given the chance 
to do our duty in the first place. Whether in priesthood, 
parenthood, or any vocation, what peace-soaked freedom 
there is in simply doing what is asked of us. No more, no 
less. Jesus, that is how you quietly love us.

                                                                        — Father John Muir

Financials: June 2025

                                         FY25                             FY24   

Basket/Mail In:           8,500                          11,225

Give Central:               37,053                        36,560

Total:                      THIS YEAR                  PREVIOUS YEAR

                                    $45,553                         $ 47,785

.                                                      $(2,232)
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Thank You St. James !

Students from St. James School delivered lunches for our 
Loaves and Fishes guests on Friday September 12th, 2025.
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Stewardship Reflections:

How Much Is Enough?

During a conversation about good stewardship of 
money and time, my daughter shared that sometimes 
doing the best thing was so hard for her to do. It wasn’t 
always a matter of right and wrong, black and white, 
but a matter of better and best. I began to reflect on 
the truth of her statement. When confronted with a 
decision, we can sometimes be given a choice of good, 
better, and best. We fool ourselves into believing that 
the good choice is not a bad one, so it must be enough. 
However, we have essentially placed a limit on our 
generosity or commitment with our false sense of good 
stewardship.

Jesus calls us in different ways every day. Sometimes 
the cost to us is clear. Yet sometimes there is no clear 
metric. When called to love, how much love is enough? 
When someone needs our time, how many hours is 
enough? When a small gift will bring about a positive 
outcome, what could a larger gift accomplish?

Don’t be fooled by Jesus’ teaching of the mustard 
seed. He was speaking to those who were caught 
up in concerns of status, uncertainty of heart, and 
lack of true faith. Jesus taught with parables and 
then demonstrated true faith and generosity by his 
crucifixion. Perhaps the mustard seed of faith allows 
us to move mountains and trees so that we may see 
through to the horizon of the cross. In the cross, we 
find the real metric of love and generosity that is for all 
who follow Him.

Gospel Reflections:

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

The Father Who Knows What You Want

It’s easy to give your kid what he’s asking for. It’s hard to 
give him what he wants.

If a kid asks to eat an ice cream cone, there’s nothing 
wrong with giving him one. But if he’s grumpily demanding 
an ice cream cone at 7:45 in the morning, what he wants — 
whether he realizes it or not — is some protein and whole 
grains and a little encouragement to get him going on his 
day.

So you give him eggs and toast, and you watch him 
struggle to accept it. Sometimes he does and sometimes 
he doesn’t, but either way, you’ll be here. You’ll forgive 
him for whatever names he calls you and you’ll put the 
healthy breakfast in the fridge, waiting for him when he’s 
ready to eat it.

“Increase my faith.” I’ve said it to God plenty of times, 
imagining a prayer life that is effortless and a sacramental 
life that is uncomplicated, an acceptance of truth that is 
unshakeable. Easy faith — that’s what I’m asking for, and 
lots of it, please.

But easy faith isn’t faith at all, and faith that you aren’t 
strong enough to hold will break your arms. And what God 
will never do is say, “Sure, kiddo, here you go,” and pass 
off a false gift as the real thing, just to make us both feel 
good. He won’t hand me something I’m not strong enough 
to hold.

That would be a classic lazy-father move. That would be 
an ice-cream-cone-at-7:45 a.m. move.

Instead, He watches carefully while I navigate the bumpy 
terrain of the spiritual life, ready to whisper directions 
in my ear. He holds his breath while the challenges of 
this world create deep grooves in my soul — and then He 
irrigates those grooves with the life-giving waters of grace, 
transforming them into valleys of consolation and respite.

Sometimes I call Him names. Sometimes I refuse what 
He’s offering. It’s not what I asked for, after all.

But it’s what I want. Luckily, He knows that better than 
me.
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Loaves and Fishes:                                        
The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests 
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.  

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them, 
and clean tables.  Volunteers are needed on Friday 
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00.  If you cannot arrive by 
3:30, just let us know when you sign up.  You can sign 
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call 
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn 
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is 
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner 
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each 
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll 
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share 
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need. 
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia 

cgioia@stteresaparish.org                     

                                                                           Thank you

   

Parish Life

Join Us For Hospitality:                                     
After the 10am and 6pm Mass   

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow 
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to 
know each other!    If you would be interested in hosting a 
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up- 

           https://signup.com/go/uwfqUZN   

Food Pantry:

Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to increase 
the choices food pantries are able to receive each month. As a 
result, a variety of canned goods, nuts and dried/frozen fruit 
have been added to our deliveries. However, we continue to be 
in need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation of 
the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a 
new Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are 
looking for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help 
us build a team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The 
task is simple, we need amazing volunteers that will greet all 
parishioners before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, 
and possibly help them find a seat! You may think we already 
do this, but it’s not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s 
house and not being welcomed when you walk in the door, a 
place of business, or a restaurant. First impressions can be 
lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and 
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to  Jessica Marx @ 
chicago2381@hotmail.com.



Prayer

                  
                                                                   
                                                                      

Mass Intentions                                                          
10AM -  Patrick Ohiku (D); Healing Prayers for Jan Pribyl (L)

12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased 

 6 PM -  Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased 
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We pray  for those who suffers 
from illness of mind or body.

We pray for those who have 
passed away.
We pray for peace in our city 
and around the world. 
We pray for the intentions on 
our prayer cards.
We pray for survivors and 
perpetrators
of sexual abuse.

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace 
in Our World:

Mass Schedule

Sunday 10/12   10am- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 10/12   12pm- Fr. Frank
Sunday 10/12     6pm- Fr. Frank

Prayer to Respect Life Dear God,

Help us to hear Your voice, especially when You speak on 
behalf of the voiceless, the overlooked, and the forgotten. 
Keep our ears attuned, and work through us in a way that 
loves, blesses, assures, supports, and strengthens LIFE. 

Amen.

Sunday Funday October 5th:
Today is Apple Betty Day and Do Something Nice Day

1947- The first televised White House address was given by US 
President Harry S. Truman.

1962- Dr. No, the first in the James Bond film series, was 
released.

1982- Johnson & Johnson began a nationwide product recall 
in the US for all products in its Tylenol brand after several 
bottles in Chicago were found to have been laced with cyanide, 
resulting in seven deaths.

A group of Telephones is a Ring. 

SWIMS upside down is also SWIMS
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The Feast of St. John XXIII | October 11

On October 11th, we celebrate John XXIII, the 
pope who was first a pastor. Born in Italy at the turn 
of the 19th century, he was ordained in 1904. His 
priestly assignments brought him in close contact 
with the faithful time and time again. He served as a 
seminary professor, an assistant to the bishop leading 
pilgrimages and social programs, and a medic and 
chaplain during World War I. After his ordination as a 
bishop, he served in Bulgaria, Turkey, and Greece to 
assist the Church there in her dialogue with Muslims 
and other Christian communities. John XXIII would 
bring this concern for personal dialogue into his 
papacy. He convened the Second Vatican Council 
to promote renewal in the Church as it faced the 
challenges of the modern world. St. John XXIII, pray 
for us!

Catholic Q & A:

Stations of the Cross

Question: 

Who invented the Stations of the Cross?

Answer: 

The first Stations of the Cross were walked by Jesus 
himself on the way to Calvary. Known as the “Via 
Dolorosa” (“The Way of Suffering”) or the “Via Crucis” 
(“The Way of the Cross”), it was marked out from the 
earliest times and was a traditional walk for pilgrims who 
came to Jerusalem. The early Christians in Jerusalem 
would walk the same pathway that Jesus walked, pausing 
for reflection and prayer. Later, when Christians could 
not travel to the Holy Land, artistic depictions of “The 
Way of the Cross” were set up in churches, or outside and 
Christians would walk from station to station, reading 
the Gospel account of the Passion, or simply praying and 
reflecting on each event. While the content or place of 
each station had changed, the intention was to make a 
mini-pilgrimage and follow--literally--in the footsteps of 
Jesus.

This devotion became better known in the Middle Ages, 
and the Franciscans are credited with its spread. Lent is 
a time when many people make the Stations and some 
churches present Passion plays or Living Stations. But 
anyone can pray the Stations at any time. It is a simple 
and personal reflection on the passion of Jesus and what 
it means to us.

Catholic Trivia:

Question: What sin does Baptism remove?

Answer: Original Sin.
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Devotions, Explained!

Good is Good, All the Time: Explained!

Perhaps you have been a member of a congregation to 
whom the pastor says, expectantly, “God is good!” The 
congregation responds, faithfully, “All the time.” In turn, 
the speaker repeats: “All the time.” And the congregation 
affirms: “God is good!”

A collective affirmation of God’s faithfulness amidst 
the trials of life, this refrain communicates a theme 
presented again and again in Scripture: Come what may, 
God will be with us.

There is no official consensus on the origins of this 
saying, though it is often associated with African 
Christianity. Whatever this saying’s roots, its message is 
truth: “For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting; and 
His truth endures to all generations,” says Psalm 100:5. 
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy 
endures forever,” echoes 1 Chronicles 16:34. Jesus 
confirms this in Matthew 28:20: “I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.”

Join Us Sunday October 12th:

All are welcome for a Special Hospitality after the 10am 
Mass to celebrate the Feast Day of St. Teresa of Avila



Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor 
frfrankjohn56@gmail.com

Charisse Gioia
Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin
cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing 
the parish office as well producing our 
weekly bulletin and emails.
Charisse has been with the parish since 
2019.

Mark Neuhengen
Director of Evangelization and 
Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org       

Mark is responsible for our Parish 
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a 
graduate from Loyola University Chicago 
, holds a masters in theology and has 
been with the parish since 2019. 

                   

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org                              

Barb is responsible for our Children’s 
Faith formation programs. She and her 
husband Ed have been parishioners at 
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music 
musicalnut1@mac.com
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Staff
Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra
Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager 
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council
Anna Althoff- President
annamariealthoff@hotmail.com
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the 
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together 
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the 
Mission of the Parish. 

Finance Council
Don Eldred- Chair
The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial 
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor 
and business manager on financial matters, including the 
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee
Dan Summins- Chair
dsummins@hotmail.com
The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of 
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the 
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by 
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs 
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are 

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse
To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors, 

contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) 

Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local 

police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth 

(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.


