
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday  6 PM French Mass 

Sunday    10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email 
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

                                       

Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address
1037 W. Armitage Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773–528–6650 

www.teresa.church

                                                                “Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila
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                     Welcome
“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the            

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who 

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to 

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their 

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the 

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community? 
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email							       Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest

Community Ministries
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community 
in our liturgies or our planning, there are many 
opportunities for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teresa.church/rcia

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping 
those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission 
and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and 
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions. 
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                     Welcome
In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your 

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries
We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get 
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln 
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger
Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the 
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago. 
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly 
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with 

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the 
homeless.  Participation is easy and safe!  For more information and to sign up, 
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes

Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a 
meal.

La Posada Border Ministry
teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry
teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of 
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our 
community.

Care for Creation Ministry
teresa.church/care-for-creation

Our mission, an authentic social and moral commitment, is to 
educate and inspire our parish to accept the health of the planet 
and all creation as a personal and communal responsibility, 
thereby instilling a desire to make choices that result in actions for 
the stewardship of God’s creation.

Spiritual Ministries
There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate 
our faith via small christian communities, serving in 
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality
teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive 
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality
teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and 
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join. 

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups
Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe 
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the 
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good 
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST 
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special 
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs 
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: As long as Moses kept his hands raised 
up, Israel had the better of the fight, but when he let his 
hands rest, Amalek had the better of the fight. (Ex 17:11)

Psalm: Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth. (Ps 121)

Second Reading: Remain faithful to what you have 
learned and believed, because you know from whom 
you learned it, and that from infancy you have known 
the sacred Scriptures, which are capable of giving you 
wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. (2 Tm 
3:14)

Gospel: “Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen 
ones who call out to him day and night? Will he be slow 
to answer them? I tell you, he will see to it that justice is 
donefor them speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on earth?” (Lk 18:7-8)

Feasts and Saints:

10/20- St. Paul of the Cross, Priest ; 10/22- St. John Paul II, 
Pope ; 10/23- St. John of Capistrano, Priest ; 10/24- St. Anthony 
Mary Claret, Bishop

Celine Alexandria Carqueville

Sabrina Juliet Leyhane                          

Maeve Cameron Calhoun

Gospel Meditation: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

A woman in my parish has an adult son who has rejected his 
faith. She prays for him every day. She lights candles, says 
rosaries, and asks God again and again to bring him back. But 
nothing changes. Is God listening? Is He delaying? She told me 
once that she feels like the widow in Jesus’ strange parable — 
crying out for justice, but hearing only silence. And yet, she said, 
she is at peace. I asked why. She responded, “God is already 
answering. I just can’t see it yet.” She embodies something of 
the mystery in Jesus’ parable this week in Luke 18. A powerless 
widow demands justice from a corrupt judge. This isn’t about 
wearing God down until He gives in. It’s about faith in the 
justice that is already coming. The widow isn’t just persistent; 
she believes that justice is inevitable. And when Jesus points 
to the judge’s words — his fear of being “struck” — He hints at 
something deeper: God’s justice does not creep in gradually. It 
strikes. It comes like lightning. Blessed Mary is, of course, the 
ultimate widow demanding justice. At the foot of the cross she 
stands before what looks like the ultimate injustice — the brutal 
execution of her son. But she did not despair. She did not beg 
for a last-minute rescue. She knew that justice was not delayed. 
In fact, it was happening. The power of the cross was already 
unleashing justice upon the world — suddenly, decisively, like a 
blow that would topple every corrupt power, making even the 
most corrupt fear her strike. This parable asks us: will the Son 
of Man find faith on earth? Or will we mistake God’s silence for 
absence? The cross proves that justice is not slow. It is only 
hidden. The lightning has already struck. 

In the cross, justice is speedily being done.

                                                                   — Father John Muir

Financials: July 2025

                                         FY25                             FY24   

Basket/Mail In:          11,877                        14,181

Give Central:              38,768                         41,015

Total:                      THIS YEAR                  PREVIOUS YEAR

                                     $50,645                     $55,196

.                                                      $(4,551)
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Next Sunday!!

fhf

                                   

                                          

Get Your Tickets!

                                   

                                 Wishing Fr. Frank 
                  a Very Happy Birthday on October 23rd!
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Stewardship Reflections:

Sparking Holiness

As the seasons change, a lot of us like to clean out our 
homes and unload some of the junk we’ve acquired 
over the summer. One trendy approach to decluttering 
is the Marie Kondo method, named after the author 
who popularized it. Overly simplified, it’s a process that 
compels you to go through your closets, your garage, 
your basement — all the places you collect the dreaded 
“stuff.” As you do so, you hold up the items and ask 
yourself: “Does it spark joy?”

It’s a question that is bold in its simplicity. In 
answering, you’re supposed to go with your gut. If it’s 
a quick “Yes, it sparks joy,” the item should be kept. If 
the answer is no, it gets tossed.

There are people in life who will support our efforts to 
do God’s will. There are those who will, as Paul says, 
“convince, reprimand, (and) encourage,” unafraid of 
the reaction we give them. There are those who will 
shore up our defenses when the battle goes longer than 
we thought.

The same goes for hobbies and pastimes. There are 
those that will ennoble our minds and bring us closer to 
God. And there are also those that will drain our funds 
and our free time, with nothing to show for it.

During these autumn months, don’t just declutter your 
basement in preparation for the hauling out of the 
Christmas ornaments. Take stock of the people and 
pursuits that make up your life. With each one, ask 
yourself: “Does it spark holiness?”

If the answer is yes, thank God that our help is from the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth. If the answer is no, 
maybe it’s time to declutter.

Gospel Reflections:

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

The Prayers We Don’t Say

It has always confused me: why a judge?

Jesus could have compared prayer to the subject who requests a 
gift of his king. He could have compared it to the child who asks a 
favor of a parent. But in the parable of the widow and the judge, 
Jesus compares prayer — specifically constant, unwearying 
prayer — with the marginalized person who doggedly pursues her 
claim through an unforgiving legal system.

It’s not a rosy or reassuring picture. So what is he trying to tell 
us?

Unlike a king or a parent, a judge has strictly drawn lines which 
he cannot, under any circumstances, cross. He can only help 
people who bring their case to court. Even good, earnest judges 
cannot render justice if charges are not brought.

God is all-powerful. But that doesn’t make Him a meddler. He will 
not force his way into our problems. What would be the point? 
What is our life on earth for, if it is not to teach us how to turn 
willingly to God, in every instance — adoration, gratitude, need?

Today, I sat down and made a list of problems I don’t pray about. 
When I was done, I looked at the list and asked myself: why not? 
Why don’t I pray about these things? Some are huge issues over 
which I have absolutely no control, and prayer feels futile. Some 
are small grievances I never even considered mentioning to God.

If I prayed about them all, my life would be totally consumed by 
prayer. Constant, unwearying prayer. The kind of prayer Jesus 
calls me to in the parable of the widow and the judge: continual 
surrender of myself to the mysterious, limitless power of God.

Praying that way could make me tired. The widow was tired, 
too — but she kept bringing her charges. She got justice. And her 
judge wasn’t even a nice guy.

So say the prayer. Bring the charges. Our judge is one who wants 
to help, but He won’t overstep His bounds.
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Loaves and Fishes:                                        
The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests 
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.  

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them, 
and clean tables.  Volunteers are needed on Friday 
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00.  If you cannot arrive by 
3:30, just let us know when you sign up.  You can sign 
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call 
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn 
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is 
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner 
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each 
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll 
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share 
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need. 
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia 

cgioia@stteresaparish.org                     

                                                                           Thank you

               

Parish Life

Join Us For Hospitality:                                     
After the 10am and 6pm Mass   

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow 
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to 
know each other!    If you would be interested in hosting a 
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up- 

           https://signup.com/go/uwfqUZN   

Food Pantry:

Food Pantry Needs

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
partnered with The Greater Chicago Food Depository to increase 
the choices food pantries are able to receive each month. As a 
result, a variety of canned goods, nuts and dried/frozen fruit 
have been added to our deliveries. However, we continue to be 
in need of

INDIVIDUAL ROLLS OF WRAPPED TOILET PAPER.

It can be donated at Mass each week during the Presentation of 
the Gifts. Thank You for your generosity!

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a 
new Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are 
looking for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help 
us build a team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The 
task is simple, we need amazing volunteers that will greet all 
parishioners before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, 
and possibly help them find a seat! You may think we already 
do this, but it’s not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s 
house and not being welcomed when you walk in the door, a 
place of business, or a restaurant. First impressions can be 
lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and 
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to  Jessica Marx @ 
chicago2381@hotmail.com.



Prayer

                  
                                                                   
                                                                      

Mass Intentions                                                          
10AM -  Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

12 PM - Mary Gruszka Jaszczor (D)

 6 PM -  Joseph Shapiro (D)
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We pray  for those who suffers 
from illness of mind or body.

We pray for those who have 
passed away.
We pray for peace in our city 
and around the world. 
We pray for the intentions on 
our prayer cards.
We pray for survivors and 
perpetrators
of sexual abuse.

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace 
in Our World:

Mass Schedule

Sunday 10/26  10am- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 10/26  12pm- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 10/26    6pm- Fr. Udovic

 Prayer for Life of Mission

Dear God,

You are the one who finds a way in the darkness, and 
clears the path for those You love. Help us to trust in Your 
call, and to answer generously to the unknowns we face, 
knowing You will never leave us alone.

Amen.

Sunday Funday October 19th:
Today is Clean Out Your Virtual Desktop Day and Seafood 
Bisque Day 

1798- Chief Justice John Jay was sworn in as the first Chief 
Justice of the United States. 

1987- The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell by 22% (508 
points), named Black Monday. 

2003- Mother Teresa was beatified (a step before sainthood) by 
Pope John Paul II. 

Heat, pressure, and time make diamonds, therefore diamonds 
are made in the same way as waffles. 

An average ear of corn has an even number of rows, usually 16. 
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Catholic Q & A :

Serving Others

Question:

I volunteer every once in a while. How can I incorporate 
serving the poor in my everyday life?

Answer:

In the Gospels, Jesus is very clear about emphasizing 
outreach to vulnerable persons on the margins of 
society. These may be the materially poor, the disabled, 
the lonely, or any others whose circumstances drive 
them from mainstream society. We can all respond to 
Christ’s call to love by incorporating direct service into 
our regular life routine. Here are some ideas to find your 
niche:

Consider your life. Before you look for direct service 
opportunities, consider your schedule, commitment 
levels, and personal gifts. When can you help out and 
how regularly? Where have you volunteered in the past 
that has felt like a good fit? Do you have any particular 
skills or personality traits that lend you to particular 
work?

Do some research. There are a lot of structured ways 
you can get involved in your community. Your parish 
might have a social concerns outreach program. If not, 
ask friends and family. A simple online search for local 
nonprofits can also expose you to new opportunities. 

Be open to God’s invitation. The chance to serve may be 
closer than you think. Befriending an elderly neighbor, 
widowed and far from children, is an act of serving the 
poor. Keep your eyes and heart open!

Catholic Trivia:

Question: How many mysteries are recognized in the 
Rosary?

Answer: 20 (including the Luminous Mysteries added by 
St. John Paul II in 2002)

St. John Paul II | Feast Day October 22

St. John Paul II was born Karol Wojtyla in the small Polish 
town of Wadowice. During World War II, when the Nazis 
invaded Poland, Karol secretly studied for the priesthood 
in an underground seminary. He was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1946, appointed Archbishop of Krakow in 
1964, and three years later he was made a cardinal. In 
1978, he was elected the 264th pope, where he took the 
name John Paul II.

St. John Paul II made evangelization a key part of his 
papacy and made pastoral visits to all parts of the world. 
In 1981, he was shot twice in an assassination attempt. 
Following Jesus’ example of compassion, he later met with 
his would-be assassin in his prison cell, where he forgave 
him for what he had done.

St. John Paul II was well-known to be an active sportsman 
throughout his life, hiking and skiing well into his 60s. 
In 1992, his health began to decline, and it was later 
discovered that he suffered from Parkinson’s disease, a 
degenerative disorder of the central nervous system.

Near the end of his papacy, it became difficult for him 
to speak, and his poor health and physical suffering 
made public appearances difficult. Still, he continued his 
pastoral work. He died April 2, 2005, and he was declared 
blessed on May 1, 2011. He became a saint on April 27, 
2014.



Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor 
frfrankjohn56@gmail.com

Charisse Gioia
Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin
cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing 
the parish office as well producing our 
weekly bulletin and emails.
Charisse has been with the parish since 
2019.

Mark Neuhengen
Director of Evangelization and 
Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org       

Mark is responsible for our Parish 
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a 
graduate from Loyola University Chicago 
, holds a masters in theology and has 
been with the parish since 2019. 

                   

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org                              

Barb is responsible for our Children’s 
Faith formation programs. She and her 
husband Ed have been parishioners at 
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music 
musicalnut1@mac.com
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Staff
Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager 
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council
Anna Althoff- President
annamariealthoff@hotmail.com
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the 
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together 
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the 
Mission of the Parish. 

Finance Council
Don Eldred- Chair
The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial 
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor 
and business manager on financial matters, including the 
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee
Dan Summins- Chair
dsummins@hotmail.com
The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of 
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the 
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by 
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs 
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are 

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse
To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors, 

contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) 

Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local 

police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth 

(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.


