ST TERESA--AVILA

CATHOLIC PARISH ¢ EST 188¢9

December 28, 2025

o

<M ZR O —

Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address

1037 W. Armitage Ave.
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773-528-6650

www.teresa.church
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“Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila

THE HOLY FAMILY

OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH

Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday 6 PM French Mass

Sunday 10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM
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Welcome

“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Community Ministries

If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community
in our liturgies or our planning, there are many
opportunities for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

teresa.church/rcia
If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping

those through that process as a companion.

Lectors

teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+Im@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission

and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions.

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community?
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email

Address

Ministries of Interest

Phone
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Welcome

In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries

We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger

Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago.
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.
Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the

homeless. Participation is easy and safe! For more information and to sign up,
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes
Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a

meal.

Spiritual Ministries

There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate
our faith via small christian communities, serving in
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality

teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality

teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join.

La Posada Border Ministry

teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry

teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our
community.

THé SPIRIT OF THE LORD

IS UPON ME,

FOR|HE SENT ME
TO BRING GLAD TIDINGS

TO THE POOR.

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups

Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading:Whoever honors his father atones for sins,
and preserves himself from them. (Sir 3:3)

Psalm: Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in
his ways. (Ps 128)

Second Reading: And whatever you do, in word or in
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him. (Col 3:17)

Gospel: He rose, took the child and his mother, and went
to the land of Israel. (Mt 2:21)

Feasts and Saints:
1/1- Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God,;
New Year’s Day

1/2- Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops
and Doctors of the Church

Gospel Meditation: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph

When I was ten, my dad gathered our family around the
table in small-town Vermont and told us we were moving
to the big desert city of Phoenix, Arizona. We were
leaving behind family, friends, and everything familiar.
None of us knew what to expect. But something beautiful
happened. As we made the move together, our family
grew closer. In retrospect, I'm amazed at my parents’
courage to go on that adventure. Even as a kid I realized
our family found, in that challenge, a deeper unity and
mutual love.

In today’s Gospel, Joseph is told: “Rise, take the child
and his mother, and flee...” (Matthew 2:13, 20). First to
Egypt, then later to Israel. The Holy Family is frequently
challenged to move and change, to adapt to God’s will for
them, in order to find safety in the midst of threat. It’s not
just an idiosyncratic story about survival. It’s a spiritual
pattern for all of us. Every Christian family is called to

be a kind of sanctuary, especially in a world full of noise,
busyness, and fear. May I make a practical application for
us? The Lord’s Day, Sunday, is perhaps the most practical
way we imitate this dynamic we see in Joseph and his
family. Sunday is not meant to be just like every other
day, filled with errands and stress. It’s meant to be a day
set apart; a holy “escape” into rest, worship, joy, and
peace. A day to rise, take your family, and flee, into God’s
presence.

— Father John Muir

Financials: November 2025

FY25 FY24
Basket/Mail In: 11,197 15,667
Give Central: 33,891 35,487
Total: THIS YEAR PREVIOUS YEAR
$45,088 $51,154

($6,066)

Actual Collections vs. Weckly Budget

18,758 §18.756 £18.75 §18.750 518.75%

814,83

%13.584

310,229 £10,.985 P

M " -‘ WO e l n IL".I"n' ."‘ -":' M
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- A PRAYERFUL
NEW YEAR'S
RESOLUTION
IDEA:
COMMIT TO
SAYING THE
ROSARY
EVERY DAY.

\ .

A PRAYERFUL
NEW YEAR'S
RESOLUTION
IDEA:
SPEND AN
HOUR AT
ADORATION
EVERY WEEK.

NEW YEAR'S
(Y RESOLUTION

IDEA:
X KEEP A
v GRATITUDE

PRAYER JOURNAL

AND SAY \
A PRAYER OF %
=q
B
®,

ﬂ A PRAYERFUL
\

THANKSGIVING
EVERY EVENING.

January Ist, 2026 10:00 AM Mass

JANUARY. 157 |

WE CELEBRATE

MARY, MOTHER-®
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Giving Tree Generosity

Thank you so much for all of your generosity in buying gifts

for Little Sisters of the Poor and our Refugee families. All of
the recipients were so appreciative and wanted to thank all
of you for your generosity.

Here are a few pictures from a few refugee families.

Thank you again for putting so many smiles on peoples
faces. Our community continues to share especially during
this holiday season.
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Breakfast with Santa:

On Sunday December 14th we had a very special visit
from the one and only Santa Claus along with a delicious
breakfast that was enjoyed by all!
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Join Us For Hospitality:
After the 10am and 6pm Mass

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to
know each other! If you would be interested in hosting a
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up-

https://sighup.com/go/uwfqUZN

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

THE ST. TERES2 FOOD PANTRY

CONTINUES TO KE GRATEFUL FOR THE
EXTRABEDINARY FOOD CHAICES PRAVIDED
WEEKLY E¥ THZ GREATER CHICAGD

Foob PEFRSITORY. HAWEYZE, WE COMTIHUE
T@ FE [N NZED BF HEARTY SOUPS

AND WRAPPED TBILET PAFER.

THANK You

FOR YOUR GEMNEROSITY!

Welcome Commiittee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a
new Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are
looking for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help

us build a team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The
task is simple, we need amazing volunteers that will greet all
parishioners before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”,
and possibly help them find a seat! You may think we already
do this, but it’s not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s
house and not being welcomed when you walk in the door, a
place of business, or a restaurant. First impressions can be
lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to Jessica Marx @
chicago2381@hotmail.com.
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Loaves and Fishes:

The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them,
and clean tables. Volunteers are needed on Friday
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00. If you cannot arrive by
3:30, just let us know when you sign up. You can sign
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need.
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Thank you

*
‘-‘
\'I' HELLO ST TERESA COMMUNITY

THE WETHIY [YEAY (SUIVTS AND PEIS FIFR GFTTRING BIAS TFETWE] AR B
WIN V] HAGENG G = WX GOLSTS P WLLK, DI IS S
OEEHEG, MESTE WD K W TRRHS THEA] ORI 06 N LSS
AU EIPRCHMIES, AL B MR 8 A VTR AN A, TR B0 AL oY
T BHINTIG YO IRATERS W0 DL 10 PREPRAE B0 THEN SERVE TIN
VAL, I VORI ASE INTTRESITD 18 PRATSPATEG 'WoTll DU | WS R
FIEEL S LA SUHVICE. RUADHE CHIT Tk S10%1 SH41 HELAEN, 315,

A TR

RS TR CONER 'WEANIELR BEGNS T BETTLE BL O99 LONGTE AHE NSIES
CUEATS ARE DECRISEG 10 A NBOUT WRPER CORTS. W ALL RIOW [T
CRRTHAL 1T 5 10 BAWL A WA CLOTHSD 1560 CHIDACOS COLD WIRTLER
SLASIML WL WALL U SO0 U8 DL B GLILHOUSLY LT 16 LAI
T8 UM WA CLOVLE RID SO0kS Fim olE G sih. i v T
MOST URLEN T MLLD SR 0 DO IR O LERLY WOl Sk i e

LRANR G S LRI M LETEA LNEL DAL RHL T GHLAL LS AL, W
WL LR LU LA DG LA & URLM D HE LRI LA § ) ERTH G ST R
UL HAKL A LUHE [N SO LLOSL 1% AN SLL I THLHL M Y DA TS

THAL YO LA 52 WL TUR S AL

TH AHIM 20 T8, PSR AR PLILI A TG B L LRk LIPL PLIRR
RS INRLE AL YIS HL LUNLE BB, L LACH IML RS JULD Hl
T LLLY B SHLL. SEUH - (05 H LD WY TH A U RS BILAL

LT VAR WIRITLE CLOT T B PARAT DN LIRAKLS RHD RIS HEHS Y B
ALL PEEUT. TIANRS IR YOUE S0yl
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Mass Intentions
10AM - Terry Mann (D)
12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

6 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace
in Our World:

We pray for those who suffers
from illness of mind or body.

We pray for those who have
passed away.

We pray for peace in our city
and around the world.

We pray for the intentions on
our prayer cards.

We pray for survivors and
perpetrators

of sexual abuse.

Sunday Funday December 28th:

Today is National Card Playing Day and National Chocolate Day

1065- Westminster Abbey was consecrated

1846- Iowa was admitted as the 29th US state

1973- The Endangered Species Act was passed in the United

States

2000- Founded in 1872, retailer Montgomery Ward announced

it was going out of business

Diet Coke was first marketed in 1982

“Why do we close our eyes when we pray, cry, kiss, or dream?
Because the most beautiful things in life are not seen but felt by

the heart.”

— Denzel Washington

Mass Schedule

Sunday 1/4 10am- Fr. Frank
Sunday 1/4 12pm- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 1/4  6pm- Fr. Frank

Family Blessing

May God bless, protect, unite, mend, and renew our
family. Help us to be instruments of healing and holi-
ness, breaking generational curses, rewriting scripts,
overcoming tribulation, joining in gratitude, and growing
in joy ... together. Amen.

70

“What did the Holy Family eat on New
Year’s Day?2”

e A MHEUL CUONA\ES

We celebrate the Holy Family on the Sunday

after Christmas, and then the Mother of God

on January 1. Celebrate these special days
with intentional festivities.

Do



Gospel Reflections:
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Other Plans

I don’t know exactly what kind of life Mary and Joseph
envisioned when they were first betrothed — back in those
simple times when they were just like any other couple
who had hopes, dreams and no angels telling them what to
do.

Whatever their plans were, I think it’s safe to say that
the future God had in store for Mary and Joseph was not
one either of them expected. I would imagine they both
anticipated something a little quieter. A little more stable
(no pun intended). A little less tumultuous.

It exhausts me simply to read through the chaos of their
movements in today’s Gospel. Flee to Egypt, return to
Israel (but not Judea! Herod’s son is there! Divert to
Galilee! Divert!). Settle in Nazareth (let me remind you,
this is all happening with a baby in tow, and without the
aid of a minivan). Take a deep breath, but don’t get too
comfortable — now it’s almost time to lose your kid in
Jerusalem. Then you’ll have about 20 years off before he
starts raising people from the dead, and that’s when things
start to get really crazy.

The story of the Holy Family is the ultimate example of the
phrase “God had other plans.” If any four-word sentence
encapsulates what we can expect from the Christian life, it
is this.

I thought I was meant for that job, but God had other

plans. I thought I would live in this place, but God had
other plans. I thought I was supposed to become this

person, but God had other plans.

We can do all the right things. We can make all the right
choices. We can say, over and over again until our voice
wears out, “Thy will be done.” But all we can know for sure
is that God has other plans.
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Stewardship Reflections:
God’s GPS Never Fails

I use GPS wherever I go, and it serves me well most of
the time. However, sometimes it leads me to a place
that does not exist. Then there are those times when I
am about to turn, and the man inside my phone shouts
out, “GPS signal lost!” or “Rerouting!” The problem is,
when the area is unfamiliar to me, I have no choice but
to listen. I could try to get where I am going by simple
intuition or by pulling over to look at a paper map, but I
don’t trust my sense of direction. And I haven’t bought a
paper map in close to a decade!

Many people move through life without any direction.
They find themselves constantly rerouting and
wondering when they will ever get to a satisfying

final destination. What they need is a compass and a
companion for the journey. Yet they have no idea how to
get either.

Prayer can serve as a compass, and it connects us

to a companion for the journey. Stewardship living

is impossible without prayer. If we count on our own
will and believe we can become fruitful without daily
contact with the Divine, we can find ourselves looking for
directions more than moving toward a destination. God,
through prayer, will help us see all we have as a gift.
God, through prayer, will lead us away from materialism
and selfishness and toward freedom and generosity.
Even when we fall to sin, the path back is clearer. God’s
GPS signal is never really lost.
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Catholic Q & A
Confessing Sins
Question:

If I go to the Sacrament of Penance and end up repeating
the same sins, does that mean I do not have a strong
enough intention to amend my life?

Answer:

There is a popular expression that says, “Be patient. God
isn’t finished with me yet!” Growing in faith and holiness
is an ongoing, life-long project, and our struggle with sin is
at the heart of it. As St. Paul says, the good he intends to
do, he does not do. The evil he does not intend, he does! It
is not always a lack of intention, but more often the allure
of evil that makes it difficult to change.

When we confess our sins, we are to come with a fully
contrite heart. You need to reflect on your true feelings
toward your actions before approaching the sacrament.
After confession, there are strategies you can make to
avoid falling into the same traps of sin. First, pray for and
seek out strength and perseverance through multiple
sacraments, charitable work, and personal sacrifice.
Second, avoid occasions of sin when you might fail or be
sorely tempted. In doing these things, remind yourself
daily that it is a spiritual war we wage, and with God’s
grace, we will succeed.

St. Basil the Great
(329-379) shares his
feast day with his

- friend St. Gregory of
Nazianzen. These
‘accomplished men

fought against
heresies that
threatened the

foundations of the
early Church, shaping

doctrines around

Christ’s divinity and

the nature of the
Holy Trinity.

Devotions, Explained!
St. Gertrude’s Prayer, Explained!

St. Gertrude’s Prayer is a petition said on behalf of the
Holy Souls of Purgatory, offering the Blood of Christ in
reparation for the sins of the departed.

St. Gertrude, often called “St. Gertrude the Great,” was
a Benedictine nun who lived in 13th-century Saxony,
present-day Germany. A mystic, she received visions of
Christ beginning at the age of 25. She was also a prolific
writer and devotee of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and

is often invoked as an intercessor for the Holy Souls of
Purgatory. Her feast day is celebrated on November 16.

The St. Gertrude Prayer reads: “Eternal Father, I offer
You the most precious blood of thy Divine Son, Jesus,
in union with the Masses said throughout the world
today, for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, for sinners
everywhere, for sinners in the universal Church, for
those in my own home, and in my family. Amen.”

Catholic Trivia:
Question: Which saint is the patron saint of priests?

Answer: St. John Vianney




Parish Contacts

Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor
frfrankjohn56 @gmail.com

Charisse Gioia

Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing
the parish office as well producing our
weekly bulletin and emails.

Charisse has been with the parish since
2019.

Mark Neuhengen

Director of Evangelization and

Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org

Mark is responsible for our Parish
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a
graduate from Loyola University Chicago
, holds a masters in theology and has
been with the parish since 2019.

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org

Barb is responsible for our Children’s
Faith formation programs. She and her
husband Ed have been parishioners at
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music
musicalnutl@mac.com
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Staff

Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council

Anna Althoff- President

annamariealthoff@hotmail.com

The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the
Mission of the Parish.

Finance Council

Don Eldred- Chair

The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor
and business manager on financial matters, including the
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee

Dan Summins- Chair

dsummins@hotmail.com

The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse

To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors,
contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local
police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth
(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.



