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Welcome

“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Community Ministries

If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community
in our liturgies or our planning, there are many
opportunities for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

teresa.church/rcia
If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping

those through that process as a companion.

Lectors

teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+Im@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission

and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions.

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community?
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email

Address

Ministries of Interest

Phone
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Welcome

In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries

We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger

Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago.
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.
Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the

homeless. Participation is easy and safe! For more information and to sign up,
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes
Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a

meal.

Spiritual Ministries

There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate
our faith via small christian communities, serving in
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality

teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality

teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join.

La Posada Border Ministry

teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry

teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our
community.

THé SPIRIT OF THE LORD

IS UPON ME,

FOR|HE SENT ME
TO BRING GLAD TIDINGS

TO THE POOR.

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups

Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light
has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you. (Is 60:1)

Psalm: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. (Ps 72)

Second Reading: It was not made known to people in
other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the Gentiles are
coheirs, members of the same body. (Eph 3:5-6)

Gospel: “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw
his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.”
(Mt 2:2)

Feasts and Saints:
1/5- St. John Neumann, Bishop

1/6- St. Andre Bessette, Religious

1/7- St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest

ITIS WITH
THE SMALLEST

BRUSHES THAT
THE ARTIST
PAINTS THE

BEST
PAINTINGS.

—5t. André Bessette

Gospel Meditation: The Epiphany of the Lord:

When I was 22, I went on a pilgrimage to Rome for the
Jubilee Year of 2000. I was traveling light with just a
backpack, one blue shirt and black pants, little money,
and no Italian. I had a few close friends and one goal:
to reach the Eternal City. Despite the challenges and
deprivations, I felt alive in a way I had never known
before.

When do you feel most alive? I'd wager it’s not when
you’re most comfortable or surrounded by stuff. Rather,
it’s when your life is aimed at something great; when
you’re on a meaningful and challenging journey with good
friends.

That’s the image the Magi give us in today’s Gospel. They
set out from the East not with certainty, but with hope.
They study the signs, discipline their attention, and
journey together, offering the best they have when they
find the newborn King.

The Church gives us their story at the start of the year
to reawaken something in us. We are not meant to drift.
We’re meant to journey as pilgrims. The Jubilee Year of
2025 may have ended, but our pilgrimage has not. Like
the magi, the closer we get to Christ, the more alive we
become.

— Father John Muir

Financials: November 2025

FY25 FY24
Basket/Mail In: 11,197 15,667
Give Central: 33,891 35,487
Total: THIS YEAR PREVIOUS YEAR
$45,088 $51,154

($6,066)

Actual Collections vs. Weckly Budget

L18.750 L1B.756 £18.750 31E.T50 518758
£14,832
§13.584
$10.329 $10.830 §9.627
Mo 2 Mo 9 Nowv 16 Now 23 I0-Naow
B Weckdy Goal Actnal Callechions
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St. John Neumann | January 5

St. John Neumann is the patron saint of educators,
immigrants, and, due to the miracles that secured his
canonization, sick children.

This is a fitting patronage as he was a lover of education
and learning from a very young age. In fact, when he was
a child, his mother called him “my little bibliomaniac” due
to his preoccupation with reading.

Born in 1811 Bohemia, in what is now the Czech Republic,
he attended the university in Prague preparing for
ordination. However, his local bishops were not ordaining
new priests at the time because Bohemia was overstocked
with priests. He inquired about ordination all over Europe
but received the same answer everywhere.

Not one to be deterred, John then applied to several
United States dioceses. Receiving no immediate
responses, the saint took a leap of faith and decided to
just immigrate to the United States in 1836, during his
25th year, with only $40 in his pocket. This risk paid off
when he was ordained in New York a month later.

Early in his priesthood he worked primarily as a
missionary to German immigrants in Buffalo. His
missionary work also created an opportunity for him to
spend time in Maryland, Virginia, Michigan, and Ohio.

When he was 29, he joined the Congregation of the Most
Holy Redeemer (Redemptorists), a congregation of priests
and brothers dedicated to helping the poor and most
abandoned. He was their first member to profess vows in
the United States.

In 1852, at the age of 41, Neumann became the fourth
Bishop of Philadelphia. During this time, he organized
the individual parochial schools in his region into a
diocesan system. This change allowed Catholic schools
to quickly increase the number of pupils enrolled by
almost twentyfold. Over the course of his ministry, St.
John expanded the number of Catholic schools in his
diocese from 2 to 100! His passion for education extended
to immigrants, like himself, and his love for learning
languages made it possible for him to hear confessions in
English, Spanish, French, Italian, Dutch, and Gaelic!

A man of the people, he could often be found outside
the church walls visiting people who were sick, staying
in taverns and public houses to teach, and celebrating
Mass in people’s homes at their kitchen tables. He was
canonized on June 19, 1977, following three miracles,
two of which regarded the healing of youth from grave
illnesses. St. John Neumann was the first American man
to be canonized a saint.

Prayer for St. John Neumann’s intercession

0 St. John Neumann, your ardent desire of bringing all
souls to Christ impelled you to leave home and country;
teach us to live worthily in the spirit of our baptism which
makes us all children of the one Heavenly Father and
brothers of Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the family of God.

Obtain for us that complete dedication in the service of the
needy, the weak, the afflicted, and the abandoned which
so characterized your life. Help us to walk perseveringly

in the difficult and at times painful paths of duty,
strengthened by the Body and Blood of our Redeemer and
under the watchful protection of Mary our Mother. May
death still find us on the sure road to our Father’s house,
with the light of living faith in our hearts.
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3FACTS ABOUT

The Feast of
the Epiphany

The word "epiphany”
means "appearance” or
‘manifestation” in Greek.

We celebrate God's

revelation to the world
through Jesus on
this feast.

VR
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The Epiphany
commemorates the visit
of the Magi, a priestly cast
of Zoroastrians from
Persiq, to the infant Jesus.
They followed the Star of
Bethlehem to find him.

The Magi's visit
is the first recorded

recognition of Jesus by
non-Jewish people.
This points to Jesus' role
as a universal Savior
for everyone.



Parish Life

e Upcoming Teresa Talks

with Kascha Sanor

Kascha Sanor is the Director of
Social & Environmental Justice
for the Congregation of the Sisters
of St. Joseph.

She currently lives and works in
Chicago, but travels often for work
and for friendship.

She received a Master of Divinity
and Social Justice Dual Degree
from the Institute of Pastoral
Studies at Loyola University

Chicago.

: Kascha was loved into the Church
Details by Women Religious and formed
by her year in Los Angeles

-W, Jan 14 at 7 PM California as a Jesuit Volunteer.
-Hosted at Beermiscuous in Therefore, her spirituality is
Lakeview, 2812 N Lincoln Ave continually shaped and sustained
-For 22-35 Young Adult by the Catholic Worker Movement,
Community Catholic Sisters, and her
Alternative Living Room Liturgy

community.

She remains deeply committed to
synodality and the movements of
the Holy Spirit.

*Sign up via QR Code here
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Join Us For Hospitality:
After the 10am and 6pm Mass

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to
know each other! If you would be interested in hosting a
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up-

https://sighup.com/go/uwfqUZN

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

THE ST. TERES2 FOOD PANTRY

CONTINUES TO KE GRATEFUL FOR THE
EXTRABEBINARY FOBEB CHOICES FRAVIDED
WEEKLY E¥ THZ GREATER CHICAGD

Foob PEFRSITORY. HAWEYZE, WE COMTIHUE
T@ FE [N NZED BF HEARTY SOUPS
AND WRAPPED TBILET PAFER.
THANK You

FOR YOUR GEMNEROSITY!

e

Welcome Commiittee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a
new Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are
looking for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help

us build a team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The
task is simple, we need amazing volunteers that will greet all
parishioners before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”,
and possibly help them find a seat! You may think we already
do this, but it’s not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s
house and not being welcomed when you walk in the door, a
place of business, or a restaurant. First impressions can be
lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to Jessica Marx @
chicago2381@hotmail.com.
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Loaves and Fishes:

The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them,
and clean tables. Volunteers are needed on Friday
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00. If you cannot arrive by
3:30, just let us know when you sign up. You can sign
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need.
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Thank you

o 22
SVATLON, YT o

CANENTERTT, «
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Mass Intentions
10AM - Estella Montes (D) ; Eusevio Lopez (D)
12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

6 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace
in Our World:

We pray for those who suffers
from illness of mind or body.

We pray for those who have
passed away.

We pray for peace in our city
and around the world.

We pray for the intentions on
our prayer cards.

We pray for survivors and
perpetrators

of sexual abuse.

Sunday Funday January 4th:
Today is National Spaghetti Day and National Trivia Day

1790- President Washington delivered the 1st State of the
Union address

1936- Billboard magazine published its 1st music hit parade
1975- Elizabeth Ann Seton became the first US-born saint.
1988- Nick Jr. programming started on Nickelodeon

Mickey Mouse has two nephews named Morty and Ferdie
Fieldmouse.

China owns every panda in the world.

Mass Schedule

Sunday 1/11 10am- Fr. Frank
Sunday 1/11 12pm- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 1/11  6pm- Fr. Udovic

Epiphany Blessing
Dear God,

It was You who inspired the Magi to follow the star

to find You. Inspire us to seek You, as well. Bless our
homes and families this season, make them places
where we can encounter You through prayer and com-
munity.

Amen.

“I thought you said this was a chest
of gold?”

e FAMEUL CONVIES

“Yes! It's 14 carrots!”

The Magi offered Jesus gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. Gold was a gift
recognizing Jesus’ Kingship, even as a

humble baby.

(<>



Gospel Reflections:
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
The Stars We Follow

Everyone follows a star.

It is human nature to seek. If we are rich, we want to be
richer. If we are smart, we want to be smarter. If we are
powerful, we want to be more powerful.

We cannot stay in one place, so to speak — to say, “I am
what I am, I have what I have, and it is enough.” Even the
very act of maintaining a status quo, be it health or wealth
or spiritual goodness, requires action. It requires effort. It
requires movement. This is human nature. There is nothing
wrong with it. When we stop seeking, we die.

But what are we looking for? Where are we going?

I often wonder if the Magi knew what they were seeking —
really, truly knew. They were seeking “the newborn king
of the Jews,” yes, but did they understand who he was?
What he was? I don’t see how they could have. They were
wise men, but they were not prophets. They simply knew
this was an endeavor they had to undertake. They knew it
in their souls.

There really is very little that we know for certain about
the Magi. We don’t know how many of them there were.
We don’t know their religion. We don’t know where they
came from. All we know for certain is that they listened to
a voice they heard deep within themselves. And, heeding
that voice, they went forth.

And what did they find? They found what we all seek, even
if, foolishly, we seek it in riches or power.

They found the face of the Child.

So tell me this. Of all the stars you could follow, which one
does the voice — that one deep within you— tell you to
chase?

Point to it. And go forth.
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Stewardship Reflections:

Penances and Prayers

God’s glory, now, is kindled gentler than candlelight
under the rafters of a barn:

Eternal Peace is sleeping in the hay,

And Wisdom’s born in secret in a straw-roofed stable.*

When I was younger, I wrote music to and recorded
Thomas Merton’s poem, “Epiphany Carol.” If you

have never read it, search it out on the internet.
Merton’s words are profound and paint a picture of the
awesomeness of Jesus, the newborn King of Kings, lying
in a simple straw bed. The shepherds and Wise Men are
drawn to pay homage to the One who has been born
above all others and brings with him hope for a broken
world.

As Merton correctly points out, the gifts we are called

to bring to this baby and lay at his feet are our prayers
and penances, next to those gifts of worldly wealth.
What is it that you have to bring to the stable on this
feast of the Epiphany of the Lord? Unless those prayers
and penances lead to a new way of living, our gifts will
be void of meaning. What we lay before him speaks to
the change in us that he has given to us by his birth. Our
daily stewardship is resembled in those gifts. If we are
to truly echo the kingdom of God in our lives and actions,
what we ultimately offer to him is no less than our entire
selves. This baby will give his entire self for us, and his
work must continue through our hands and feet.

While we unnumbered children of the wicked centuries
Come after with our penances and prayers,

And lay them down in the sweet-smelling hay

Beside the wise men’s golden jars.*

*Excerpts from “Epiphany Carol” by Thomas Merton
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Catholic Q & A

The Three Wise Men

Question:

Magi, Three Kings, Three Wise Men...who were they?
Answer:

We sing songs, give gifts, and move three mysterious men
into our manger scenes. There’s a rich heritage in the
Catholic Church of celebrating the magi, but their origins
are steeped in mystery. The original Greek calls these men
magoi. The word is translated elsewhere in Scripture to
mean “magician,” but a similar word was used in ancient
history to describe an entirely different set of people
altogether. In what is now modern-day Iran, the ruling
empire had a wealthy priestly caste known as the Magi.
At the time of Christ, the Magi formed one of the ruling
councils of the Parthian Empire. These priests interpreted
dreams and read the stars to anticipate major events that
could affect the fortunes of the empire.

We’re not exactly sure where the magi of the Gospels
traveled from. Matthew simply says “the east.” History
tells us that the ancient regions of Persia, Assyria, and
Babylon all had a magi priesthood at the time of Christ.
Whichever region they hailed from, they likely traveled
over one thousand miles over the course of several months
to arrive at the Holy Family. Unfortunately for the classic
song, there is no concrete evidence these men were
themselves kings, though they did bear gifts “from afar”
at the prompting of their astronomical calculations.

Devotions, Explained!

Epiphany Blessing, Explained The Epiphany household
blessing is a centuries-old tradition that invokes God’s
blessing on all who enter one’s home.

All you need for an Epiphany blessing is chalk, which is
usually made available by parishes either on the feast
of the Epiphany or in the weeks leading up to it. There
are a few different formulas for blessings out there, but
the essence of the ritual is always the same: a priest or
the head of the household calls down God’s blessing
on the house and everyone who comes into it, and an
inscription is made above the door in chalk.

The inscription reads: the first two digits of the year +
C + M + B + the last two digits of the year. The initials
C, M and B represent the names of the magi — Caspar,
Melchior and Balthasar — and also signify the Latin
phrase Christus mansionem benedicat: “May Christ
bless the house.”

Catholic Trivia:

Question: Who are the four Gospel authors?

Answer: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

/' Theywere overjoyed at seeing  \
=/ . thestar,andonenteringthe  \"?
&\ housetheysawthechidwith /
hRat.\ Mary his mother. They
% 2\ prostrated themselves and did |

&t \ him homage. Then they opened |

their treasures and offered him ‘ 3 iy
kL | giftsof gold, frankincense, and | Bi
myrrh. - Mt 2:10-11

g % e .
ol 3




Parish Contacts

Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor
frfrankjohn56 @gmail.com

Charisse Gioia

Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing
the parish office as well producing our
weekly bulletin and emails.

Charisse has been with the parish since
2019.

Mark Neuhengen

Director of Evangelization and

Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org

Mark is responsible for our Parish
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a
graduate from Loyola University Chicago
, holds a masters in theology and has
been with the parish since 2019.

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org

Barb is responsible for our Children’s
Faith formation programs. She and her
husband Ed have been parishioners at
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music
musicalnutl@mac.com
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Staff

Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council

Anna Althoff- President

annamariealthoff@hotmail.com

The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the
Mission of the Parish.

Finance Council

Don Eldred- Chair

The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor
and business manager on financial matters, including the
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee

Dan Summins- Chair

dsummins@hotmail.com

The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse

To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors,
contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local
police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth
(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.



