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Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address

1037 W. Armitage Ave.
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773-528-6650

www.teresa.church

“Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

"This is my beloved Son, with whom
| am well pleased.” - Mt 3:17

Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday 6 PM French Mass

Sunday 10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours
Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM
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Welcome

“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Community Ministries

If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community
in our liturgies or our planning, there are many
opportunities for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)

teresa.church/rcia
If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping

those through that process as a companion.

Lectors

teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+Im@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission

and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions.

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community?
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email

Address

Ministries of Interest

Phone
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Welcome

In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries

We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger

Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago.
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.
Night Ministry
Support our partnership with The Night Ministry by providing sack suppers to the

homeless. Participation is easy and safe! For more information and to sign up,
please contact Susan Matejka at smatejka@hpschicago.com.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes
Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a

meal.

Spiritual Ministries

There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate
our faith via small christian communities, serving in
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality

teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality

teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join.

La Posada Border Ministry

teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry

teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our
community.

THé SPIRIT OF THE LORD

IS UPON ME,

FOR|HE SENT ME
TO BRING GLAD TIDINGS

TO THE POOR.

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups

Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: I, the LORD, have called you for the victory
of justice, I have grasped you by the hand;I formed you,
and set you as a covenant of the people, a light for the
nations. (Is 42:6)

Psalm: The Lord will bless his people with peace. (Ps 29)

Second Reading: “In truth, I see that God shows no
partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and
acts uprightly is acceptable to him.” (Acts 10:34-35)

Gospel: And a voice came from the heavens, saying,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

(Mt 3:17)

Feasts and Saints:
1/13- St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

1/17- St. Anthony, Abbot

WELCOME TO
OUR FAMILY!

Adeline Spelder

Gospel Meditation: The Baptism of the Lord:

Apple ran a commercial not long ago called “Behind the
Mac - Greatness.” It shows artists and creators, such

as Kendrick Lamar, Billie Eilish, and Lady Gaga, working
behind their MacBooks. The narration says, “There’s a
certain kind of person who doesn’t wait for greatness.
They make it.” It’s a compelling message. There’s beauty
in using our gifts with passion and purpose. But there lies
a hidden weight in that idea: If you are what you make,
what happens when you can’t anymore? When the project
fails, the passion fades, or the spotlight moves on, where
is greatness then?

Today’s Gospel offers a differing vision of greatness.
Jesus steps into the Jordan River. He hasn’t preached,
healed, or performed a single miracle. Then the heavens
open, and the Father speaks: “You are my beloved Son;
with you I am well pleased.” It’s not a reward for success.
It’s not earned. Before he does anything “great,” Jesus
receives the greatness of his identity from the Father.

And so do you. At your baptism, God said the same thing
over you: “You are my beloved.” That is your true identity,
not constructed or earned but received. When we see
ourselves and others this way, everything changes for the
better. We discover a greatness that can never be taken
away. This week, reflect on your baptism: look up the
date, thank God for it, pray for those baptized with you,
or visit the church where it happened. Let your identity be
rooted there.

— Father John Muir

Financials: November 2025

FY25 FY24
Basket/Mail In: 11,197 15,667
Give Central: 33,891 35,487
Total: THIS YEAR PREVIOUS YEAR
$45,088 $51,154

($6,066)

Actual Collections vs. Weckly Budget
£18.750

R T 50 L1E. 750 EE.T50 BI85

814,83

%13.584

310329 $10,986 80627

Mo Moy 9 Wow 16 Mo 23 I-Maoe

Veeldy Goal wotual Callectons
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St. Hilary of Poitiers, Bishop and Doctor of the Church |
January 13

Born a pagan, St. Hilary (c. 315 - c. 367) studied
philosophy and the meaning of life, eventually making
his way through the bible. He became a convert and was
appointed bishop of Poitiers in 353. Sometimes referred
to as the Hammer of the Arians, St. Hilary defended

the Nicene Creed against a popular heresy, Arianism.
He was exiled to Phrygia for opposing Roman emperor
Constantius II, who preferred the heresy which denies
Christ’s divinity. From Phyrgia St. Hilary fought with his
pen, zealously writing against the heresy.

Eventually he was allowed to return to Poitiers, but did so
by a circuitous route, preaching against Arianism all the
way. St. Hilary was likely the first writer of hymns in the
West, his writings on the Trinity, Psalms and Gospel of
Matthew survive today. St. Hilary was created Doctor of
the Church, a title given to those who provided important
contributions to theology and doctrine, in 1851 by Pope
Pius IX.

WE RECEIVE
THE SPIRIT OF
TRUTH SO THAT
WE CAN KNOW
THE THINGS
OF GOD.

~S1. HILARY OF POITERS

Loaves and Fishes:

A new cooking prep team, led by St. Teresa parishioner
Michael Eddingfield (with Connor, Aidan, Alexa, Elaine,
Tess, Mary, Maddie) cooked a Shepard’s Pie meal with
ground beef, mashed potatoes and assorted vegetables.
Dessert was either a coffee cake or blondie chocolate
treat. The meal also included an apple, bottled water,
popcorn/potato chips, and a dinner roll/cornbread.
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Have you ever considered becoming more involved in liturgy by serving as a
Lector or Eucharistic Minister at Mass?

We have opportunities available for both ministries and we would welcome
your getting involved in these unique roles in the liturgical life of 5t. Teresa
of Avila. Service in these ministries will deepen your faith and help you grow
in your love of the Lord. To serve as a Lector, all that is required is a deep
love of the Word of God and a desire to serve God's people. Likewise, to
serve as a Eucharistic Minister, all you need is a deep love of the Eucharist
and a desire to serve.

We will train you and teach you all you need to know.

Please prayerfully consider serving your parish in these very important
ministries. If you are interested in serving, please email Eric Fredericks at
eric.fredericks+Im@gmail.com. Eric will be organizing training sessions in

February and he will coordinate with you on scheduling. Thank you for

considering participating in our liturgies in these very important ministries!

EUCHARISTIC
O Minu'ster -
Training

. Upcm_ning Teresa Talks SAI NT ANTH UNY

with Kascha Sanor

1 Sanor s the D
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Join Us For Hospitality:
After the 10am and 6pm Mass

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to
know each other! If you would be interested in hosting a
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up-

https://sighup.com/go/uwfqUZN

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

THE ST. TERESA FOOD PANTRY

CONTINUES TO KE GRATEFUL FOR THE
EXTRABEDINARY FOOD CHAICES PRAVIDED
WEEKLY E¥ TH= GREATER CHICAGD

Foob PEFRSITORY. HAWEYZE, WE COMTIHUE
T® EE IR NZED OF HEARTY SOUPS —
AND WRAPPED TBILET PAPER.

THANK You

FOR YOUR GEMNEROSITY!

Welcome Commiittee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a
new Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are
looking for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help

us build a team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The
task is simple, we need amazing volunteers that will greet all
parishioners before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”,
and possibly help them find a seat! You may think we already
do this, but it’s not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s
house and not being welcomed when you walk in the door, a
place of business, or a restaurant. First impressions can be
lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to Jessica Marx @
chicago2381@hotmail.com.
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Loaves and Fishes:

The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them,
and clean tables. Volunteers are needed on Friday
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00. If you cannot arrive by
3:30, just let us know when you sign up. You can sign
up here - https://signup.com/go/rBJiFSK.

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need.
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Thank you

PLEASED

A voice came from the
heavens, saying, “This is my
beloved Son, with whom
| am well pleased.”
MATTHEW 3:17
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Mass Intentions
10AM - Jeanette Gioia (D)
12 PM - Jeffrey Rivera (D)

6 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace
in Our World:

We pray for those who suffers
from illness of mind or body.

We pray for those who have
passed away.

We pray for peace in our city
and around the world.

We pray for the intentions on
our prayer cards.

We pray for survivors and
perpetrators

of sexual abuse.

Sunday Funday January 11th:
Today is National Hot Toddy Day and National Milk Day

1922- Leonard Thompson (1908-35) was the first person to
receive an insulin injection as a treatment for diabetes.

1935- Amelia Earhart became the first person to fly solo from
Hawaii to California.

1949- It snowed in Los Angeles for the first time (that we know
of)

1964- US Surgeon General Dr. Luther Leonidas Terry, M.D.,
published the first governmental report saying that smoking
may be hazardous to health.

2005- The iPod Shuffle (1st generation) was released.

Mass Schedule

Sunday 1/18 10am- Fr. Frank
Sunday 1/18 12pm- Fr. Frank
Sunday 1/18 6pm- Fr. Udovic

Blessing for Baptismal Graces
Dear God,

Through Baptism, You called and claimed us as Your
own, chosen and loved.

Pour Your blessing upon us as we remember our
Baptism.

Plant Your identity in our hearts.
Help us to live as Your beloved.

Amen.

“What's a snowman’s favorite devotion2”

—

he FATHFUL CUNANES

Novenas are a focused way of
praying, often for nine days in a
row. Give one a try!

[===]
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Gospel Reflections:

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

When Jesus Wades In

Usually, when God comes to us, we aren’t ready.

We think we are. Like John the Baptist, we stand in our
waters of baptism, certain of our mission. We know how
it’s going to go. We know what’s going to be asked of us.
We're sure of it.

Christ wades into the waters. And he screws up all our
plans.

To be clear, I don’t think John the Baptist lacks faith when
he balks at the idea of baptizing Jesus. I think it is, in fact,

a testament to his humility. But whatever motivated John’s

actions, he is — if even for a brief moment — hesitating
to do the will of God. Just a few chapters after this in the
Gospel of Matthew, Jesus will acknowledge that John is
the greatest person “born of women” — with the caveat
that even he is not perfect enough for the Kingdom of
Heaven.

Not yet.

Jesus didn’t give John an explanation as the two stood in
the River Jordan. He merely said, “Allow it for now.” John
could have resisted further, demanding to understand
why. He could have grown suspicious at the simplicity

of Jesus’ answer, at the strangeness of this request. He
could have clung desperately to his version of How Things
Are Supposed To Be, and in doing so, fostered doubt in
his heart. He could have even stormed off, confused and

angry.

He did none of these things, because John is, as Jesus
says, the greatest born of women.

When the Holy Spirit descends and the voice of God
declares, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased,” he is referring, of course, to Jesus. But I think
He would say the same of John the Baptist — and of all
those who welcome Jesus into the waters, ready to do as
he bids.
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Stewardship Reflections:
Lessons from Baptizing a Frog

I used to lead an RCIA session on baptism, where I
would bring in my Kermit the Frog toy from when I

was a child and pretend to baptize it. It was a session

I especially made sure I led when we had children
preparing for Easter sacraments. You would think Kermit
would have become super holy having been baptized so
many times, year after year. But, if he had been real, he
would not have been any holier due to multiple baptisms
than he was after the first baptism. He couldn’t be re-
baptized. (Not to mention, of course, he is a FROG.)

When Jesus came to John for baptism, he transformed
the baptism of repentance that John was practicing into
a baptism of redemption. And although we are called to
repentance over and over in our life, redemption comes
to us only once. We cannot get baptized again in the
Jordan or Sea of Galilee because of romantic notions,

or come into the Catholic Church by a second baptism
so we can start all over. Our baptism, whether we can
remember it or not, is a one-time deal. But it is the real
deal. Whether you feel it or not, you are sealed for Christ,
and the stain of original sin has been washed away.

Too many of us take that moment for granted. Yes, you
may have been baptized as an infant. But much time
has passed since then, and you can work to understand
the impact that it had on your life. We sometimes look
for a good time to begin living a stewardship way of life.
However, that time already passed, and God has been
waiting. We are called to reflect on our baptism and
respond to the call it has placed on our lives. We can
respond and be disciples, or we can be like Kermit the
Frog, always searching for a new start that never comes.
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Catholic Q & A
Who Can Offer Anointing of the Sick?

Question: Can anyone offer the Anointing of the Sick to a
sick or dying person, or is that only something a priest can
do?

Answer: The Letter of James speaks to us of the ancient
tradition of a special anointing and blessing of those who
are sick: “Is there anyone sick among you? Let him send
for the presbyters of the Church and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord ... If he
has committed any sins, they will be forgiven him” (5:14,
15b). This passage forms the foundation for the theology
of the sacrament that we call “Anointing of the Sick.” In
keeping with what we read in the Letter of James and the
ancient tradition of the Church, the anointing of a person
of who sick or dying many only be performed by a priest or
bishop.

Although deacons and other members of the Church are
not able to celebrate the sacrament with a person who is
sick, we can read Sacred Scripture and pray with and for
those who are ill. Resources like the Book of Blessings
also contain special blessings that can be celebrated by
deacons or lay ministers. In the end, we want to be sure
that we show a special care and concern for the sick,
helping them to always experience God’s loving comfort
through made tangible through our acts of charity and
service.

Devotions, Explained!
Joy, Explained!

Though it is often used as a synonym for happiness, joy
has far more to do with the choices we make than the
emotions we feel.

Joy is the experience of achieving what we most desire
— and what we most desire is love. God made us in love
and for love, and so, in the same way that a flower seeks
the sunlight, our souls seek the warmth of true, selfless
love. The virtue of joy, therefore, is a fruit of the virtue of
love, or charity (CCC 1829).

“We are meant to have our human joys: the joy of living,
the joy of love and friendship, the joy of work well done,”
said Saint Pope John Paul II. “We who are Christians
have a further cause for joy: like Jesus, we know that
we are loved by God our Father. This love transforms our
lives and fills us with joy.”

Catholic Trivia:

Question: What is the name for the formal letters
in the New Testament sent to people and Christian
communities?

Answer: Epistles.




Parish Contacts

Staff

Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor
frfrankjohn56 @gmail.com

Charisse Gioia

Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin

cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing
the parish office as well producing our
weekly bulletin and emails.

Charisse has been with the parish since
2019.

Mark Neuhengen

Director of Evangelization and

Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org

Mark is responsible for our Parish
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a
graduate from Loyola University Chicago
, holds a masters in theology and has
been with the parish since 2019.

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org

Barb is responsible for our Children’s
Faith formation programs. She and her
husband Ed have been parishioners at
St. Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music
musicalnutl@mac.com
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Staff

Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council

Anna Althoff- President

annamariealthoff@hotmail.com

The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the
pastor and represents a cross section of the parish. Together
with the Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the
Mission of the Parish.

Finance Council

Don Eldred- Chair

The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor
and business manager on financial matters, including the
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee

Dan Summins- Chair

dsummins@hotmail.com

The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse

To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors,
contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
Hotline at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local
police department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth
(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.



