
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday  5 PM ,6 PM French Mass 

Sunday    10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email 
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

                                       

Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address
1037 W. Armitage Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773–528–6650 

www.teresa.church

                                                                “Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila
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                     Welcome
“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the            

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who 

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to 

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their 

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the 

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community? 
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email							       Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest

Community Ministries
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community 
in our liturgies or our planning, there are many 
opportunities for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teresa.church/rcia

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping 
those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission 
and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and 
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions. 
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                     Welcome
In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your 

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries
We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get 
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln 
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger
Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the 
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago. 
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly 
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with 

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes

Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a 
meal.

La Posada Border Ministry
teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry
teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of 
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our 
community.

Spiritual Ministries
There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate 
our faith via small christian communities, serving in 
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality
teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive 
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality
teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and 
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join. 

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups
Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe 
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the 
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good 
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST 
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special 
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs 
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading:  They ate their meals with exultation and 
sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all 
the people. (Acts 2:46-47)

Second Reading: Although you have not seen him you love 
him;even though you do not see him now yet believe in 
him, you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, as 
you attain the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
(1 Pt 1:8-9)

Gospel: Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and have believed.” (Jn 20:29)

Feasts and Saints:

4/13- St. Martin I Pope and Martyr

Wedding Banns:                             

Bann III

William Curtis Pensyl

Angelica Marie Porras

Gospel Meditation: 2nd Sunday of Easter (Sunday of 
Divine Mercy) 

“Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my 
hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do 
not be unbelieving, but believe.’” (John 20:27) In my early 
20s, I volunteered at a parish youth group. I witnessed 
teens encountering Jesus with a fresh, romantic wonder 
that reminded me of my own teenage conversion. But 
something had changed in me. I was quietly jaded and 
cynical. When teens shared stories of encountering Christ, 
I’d want to sarcastically murmur, “Well, good for you.” I 
had grown suspicious of the zeal I once knew. Then we 
brought the group on a pilgrimage. I was standing in an 
old church in France, ignoring a long-winded tour guide. 
I found myself before a crucifix. In that moment, I heard 
something, not audibly, but unmistakably in my heart: “I 
came to be your friend… and you wish to be my enemy? 
Why do you stand far from me? I suffer gladly for you. I 
was pierced for you. Why do you run from me?” My heart 
opened. I saw how cold and cynical I had become. But 
Jesus had not given up on me. He had returned, and his 
mercy broke through. So I can relate to the scoffing — 
and transformation — of Thomas when the Risen Jesus 
presents his wounds for inspection. Thomas is not simply 
doubting; he is guarded, suspicious, even cynical. But 
Jesus comes to him. No lecture. Just understanding and 
mercy. He invites Thomas to touch his wounds. This burns 
away his cynicism like the morning mist. Divine Mercy 
Challenge: This week, rejoice with someone who is newly 
alive in faith. If your own heart has grown skeptical or 
tired, ask Jesus to help you. He will.      

                                                                    — Father John 

Financials: February 2026

                                         FY26                             FY25  

Basket/Mail In:          6,884                            8,324

Give Central:              32,776                        34,686

Total:                         THIS YEAR               PREVIOUS YEAR

                                       $39,660                        $43,010

                                                          ($3,350)



Page 5 Parish Life

Divine Mercy Sunday

As we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, ponder the 
profound significance of this new form of devotion for 
the Church and world. We need God’s Divine Mercy to 
flow from the gates of Heaven upon us more than ever. 
Only in Heaven will we understand the full depths of 
God’s Mercy. For now, we must trust all that He has 
revealed through his humble servant Saint Faustina and 
respond to the requests He has given to us through her. 
Commit yourself to the various ways God has called us 
to call upon His Mercy and do so with as much vigor and 
devotion you can offer Him. 

The following is the three o’clock prayer Jesus gave to 
Saint Faustina:

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth 
for souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the 
whole world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine 
Mercy, envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out 
upon us (#1319). Jesus, I trust in You.

Divine Mercy Sunday

In the year 2000, Pope John Paul II canonized Saint Maria 
Faustina Kowolska and added the Feast of Divine Mercy to 
the Church’s official calendar. Saint Faustina, who died in 
1938, was a member of the Congregation of Sisters of Our 
Lady of Mercy in Krakow, Poland. She came from a poor 
family of farmers, had only three years of schooling, and 
performed the humblest of tasks in her convent. But she 
also was a mystic who was privileged to have many private 
revelations from our Lord. In obedience to her superior and 
spiritual director, she recorded these private revelations 
in six notebooks, known today as Divine Mercy in My Soul: 
Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska. The messages in 
her diary present profound communications from God for 
our time. There are several ways that God is calling us to a 
new form of devotion.

A first way is through meditation on the image of Divine 
Mercy. This now-familiar image shows Jesus in a white 
garment with one hand raised in blessing and the other 
touching His breast. From the breast, a pale ray represents 
the Water “that makes souls righteous; the red ray stands 
for the Blood which is the life of souls” (#299).

A second way is through our participation in the Solemnity 
of Divine Mercy on the eighth day of Easter every year by 
going to Confession and receiving Holy Communion. Those 
souls are promised “complete forgiveness of sins and 
punishment” (#699).

A third way is through the recitation of the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy in order to “receive great mercy at the hour of death” 
(#687).

A fourth way is by honoring Jesus’ passion at the three 
o’clock hour, described as “the hour of great mercy for the 
whole world” (#1320).

A fifth way is through an apostolic movement to spread the 
message of Divine Mercy. God is calling each of us not only 
to receive His mercy but to spread that mercy to others.

We should see the messages in Saint Faustina’s Diary 
as messages God especially desires we learn and live 
today. With Saint Faustina’s death in 1938, the messages 
were revealed. After decades of study, Pope John Paul II 
canonized Faustina in 2000 and established the universal 
Feast of Mercy on the last day of the octave of Easter.
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Gospel Reflections:

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Within Thy Wounds

The prayer I love best in the world is the Anima Christi. 
This private, devotional litany of supplication, begins with 
the phrase “anima Christi, sanctifica me” (“soul of Christ, 
sanctify me”) and continues on to appeal individually to 
each aspect of Our Lord’s crucified flesh: “Body of Christ, 
save me; blood of Christ, inebriate me; water from Christ’s 
side, wash me; passion of Christ, strengthen me; Oh good 
Jesus, hear me.”

Then comes my favorite part: “within thy wounds hide me.”

The Anima Christi is a prayer traditionally said after 
receiving Holy Communion. The ancient Celts spoke of 
liminal places, where the veil separating this world from 
the next is particularly thin, and I believe the moments 
immediately following the reception of Holy Communion, 
when the Host is dissolving on my tongue, create a 
liminal place. When I am in that place, I am as intimately 
connected to God as I can be while my heart is still beating. 

And when I am there, holding God within me, what are the 
words that I speak? It’s overwhelming to think about. What 
could possibly be right to say?

There is no right or wrong answer, I suppose. But the best 
words I can think of are these: “Within thy wounds, Lord, 
hide me.”

There is a reason Christ showed his wounds as he said the 
words, “Peace be with you.” It was not just a means of 
identifying himself — it was a catechism lesson. Here, he 
was saying. Here is the peace you will not find anywhere 
else.

Stewardship Reflections:

Due to the constant unchecked flow of data and 
information through the Internet, it can be hard to know 
when a story is real news or rubbish. It never ceases 
to amaze me when someone I know has bought into 
some crazy fake news story. Sometimes the story is just 
so unbelievable: celebrities who gained two hundred 
pounds in a month, women having babies who were 
never pregnant, or people actually being seen who are 
dead! Like Elvis!

The apostle Thomas found the news that Jesus was 
alive just too far-fetched to believe. But he didn’t first 
hear the news on the Internet or read it standing in the 
grocery store checkout line. His friends told him. His 
fellow apostles told him they had actually seen the Lord 
with their own eyes. Their testimony was not enough. He 
needed proof.

The resurrection of Jesus gives us not only hope, but 
also a reason to be his disciples. We have not seen with 
our own eyes but, like Thomas, we have a community, 
the Church, that has relayed the truth to us. This same 
Jesus now calls us to go forth to spread the Gospel. 
More unbelievable than that, we have, through the gifts 
we have been given, a chance to change and even save 
lives. The day may come that you, moved by this news 
of the risen Lord, will be an agent of his love to the point 
where someone will tell the tale that you, a follower of 
Jesus, actually helped to change his or her life. Pretty 
unbelievable, right?



Page 7Parish Life



Page 8

Loaves and Fishes:                                        
The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests 
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.  

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them, 
and clean tables.  Volunteers are needed on Friday 
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00.  If you cannot arrive by 
3:30, just let us know when you sign up. Please email 
Steve Sibon - sjsibon@aol.com

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call 
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn 
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is 
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner 
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each 
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll 
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share 
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need. 
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia 

cgioia@stteresaparish.org                     

                                                                           Thank you

                              

Parish Life

Join Us For Hospitality:                                     
After the 10am and 6pm Mass   

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow 
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to 
know each other!    If you would be interested in hosting a 
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up- 

           https://signup.com/go/uwfqUZN   

Food Pantry:

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a 
new Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are 
looking for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help 
us build a team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The 
task is simple, we need amazing volunteers that will greet all 
parishioners before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, 
and possibly help them find a seat! You may think we already 
do this, but it’s not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s 
house and not being welcomed when you walk in the door, a 
place of business, or a restaurant. First impressions can be 
lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and 
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to  Jessica Marx @ 
chicago2381@hotmail.com.



Prayer

                  
                                                      
                                                                      

Mass Intentions                                                          
  5PM -   Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

10AM-  Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deacesed

12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

  6PM-   Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased
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We pray  for those who suffers 
from illness of mind or body.
We pray for those who have 
passed away.
We pray for peace in our city 
and around the world. 
We pray for the intentions on 
our prayer cards.
We pray for survivors and 
perpetrators
of sexual abuse.

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace 
in Our World:

Mass Schedule

Saturday 4/18           5pm- Fr. Frank
Sunday 4/19            10am- Fr. Frank
Sunday 4/19            12pm- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 4/19              6pm- Fr. Frank 

  
 
Divine Mercy Blessing

Dear Jesus,

May your mercy flow over us,

filling our gaps and healing our wounds.

Open our hearts more deeply

with knowledge of your love for us,

understanding of the depth of your passion,

and trust in your never-ending mercy.

Amen.

Sunday Funday April 12th:               

Today is Grilled Cheese Sandwich Day and Licorice Day

1633- Galileo was convicted of heresy, for announcing that 
the Earth revolved around the Sun.

1914- Mark Strand Theatre opened in New York City. It was 
the first official “movie theater.”

1945- President Franklin D. Roosevelt died while in office 
and Vice President Harry Truman became President upon 
Roosevelt’s death.

1955- The polio vaccine, developed by Dr. Jonas Salk, was 
declared safe and effective.

1981- The first launch of a Space Shuttle (Columbia), named 
NASA’s STS-1 mission.

The Biggest film of 1956: The Ten Commandments (Drama) 
earned ~ $80,000,000
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Devotions, Explained!

Retreat, Explained

Spiritual retreats are an act of removing oneself from one’s 
daily life for a period of prayer and reflection, with the 
intent of returning to that daily life transformed. 

It was Christ himself who was the greatest and earliest 
advocate of spiritual retreat. In the Gospels, he is 
constantly depicted as withdrawing from other people 
to be alone in prayer. Likewise, participants in a modern 
retreat most often go somewhere like a retreat center to 
seek silence, solitude and communion with God. There 
are many different varieties of retreats; they can be 
guided and take place in a group setting, or they can be 
undertaken alone by just one person. Some are focused on 
a specific topic or theme; some are defined by periods of 
total silence. Though clerics are compelled by canon law 
to go on retreat regularly, all faithful are encouraged to 
make retreat part of their spiritual life.

Catholic Trivia:

Question: In Luke’s Gospel, how many lepers did Jesus 
heal, and how many returned to thank him?

Answer: Ten were healed. One returned. 

Virtues, Explained!

Fortitude, Explained!

“When you go out to war against your enemies and 
you see horses and chariots and an army greater than 
your own, you shall not be afraid of them,” we read in 
Deuteronomy 20:1. “For the Lord, your God…will be with 
you.”

The virtue of fortitude actually requires, first and 
foremost, the feeling of fear. In order to grow in 
fortitude, one must face a thing which frightens him; in 
that way, it is distinct from patience and perseverance. 
Christ shows perfect fortitude as he endures his Passion 
and death, of which he was indeed afraid; it is likewise 
shown by martyrs. But fortitude doesn’t require a 
cinematic battle. Fortitude can be shown by someone 
who is afraid of losing his job or of being in bodily 
danger simply for adhering to the laws of God. What is 
important is that the courage shown is in pursuit of the 
good, not just bearing with an attack. 

      Adults Please RVSP to cgioia@stteresaparish.org by April 15



Staff
Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor 
frfrankjohn56@gmail.com

Charisse Gioia
Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin
cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing the 
parish office as well producing our weekly 
bulletin and emails.
Charisse has been with the parish since 
2019.

Mark Neuhengen
Director of Evangelization and 
Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org       

Mark is responsible for our Parish 
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a 
graduate from Loyola University Chicago , 
holds a masters in theology and has been 
with the parish since 2019. 

                   

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org                              

Barb is responsible for our Children’s 
Faith formation programs. She and her 
husband Ed have been parishioners at St. 
Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music 
musicalnut1@mac.com
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Staff
Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager 
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council
Anna Althoff- President
annamariealthoff@hotmail.com
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the pastor 
and represents a cross section of the parish. Together with the 
Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the Mission of the 
Parish. 

Finance Council
Don Eldred- Chair
The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial 
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor 
and business manager on financial matters, including the 
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee
Dan Summins- Chair
dsummins@hotmail.com
The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of 
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the 
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by 
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs 
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are 

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse
To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors, 

contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) Hotline 

at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local police 

department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth 

(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.


