
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday  5 PM ,6 PM French Mass 

Sunday    10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email 
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

                                       

Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address
1037 W. Armitage Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773–528–6650 

www.teresa.church

                                                                “Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila
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                     Welcome
“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the            

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who 

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to 

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their 

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the 

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community? 
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email							       Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest

Community Ministries
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community 
in our liturgies or our planning, there are many 
opportunities for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teresa.church/rcia

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping 
those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission 
and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and 
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions. 
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                     Welcome
In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your 

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries
We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get 
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln 
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger
Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the 
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago. 
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly 
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with 

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes

Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a 
meal.

La Posada Border Ministry
teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry
teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of 
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our 
community.

Spiritual Ministries
There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate 
our faith via small christian communities, serving in 
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality
teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive 
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality
teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and 
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join. 

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups
Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe 
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the 
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good 
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST 
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special 
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs 
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: “Exalted at the right hand of God, he 
received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father and 
poured him forth, as you see and hear.” (Acts 2:33) 

Second Reading: He was known before the foundation of 
the world but revealed in the final time for you. (1 Pt 1:20) 

Gospel: Then they said to each other, “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he spoke to us on the way and 
opened the Scriptures to us?” (Lk 24:32)

Feasts and Saints:

4/21- St. Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

4/23- St. George, Martyr ; St. Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr

4/24- St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr

4/25- St. Mark , Evangelist 

Gospel Meditation: 3rd Sunday of Easter:

When I first read Homer’s Odyssey as a teenager, one 
scene captured my imagination: Odysseus finally returning 
home after 20 years, yet no one recognized him. Disguised 
as a beggar, he speaks with his wife, his son, and even his 
enemies. He is fully present, yet hidden. Only at the right 
moment does he reveal himself, and everyone realizes he 
has been with them all along. I was struck by the mystery 
that he could be so close to his loved ones, and yet they 
simply could not identify him.

A similar mystery is at the heart of today’s Gospel. Two 
disciples walk the road to Emmaus with Jesus, but “their 
eyes were prevented from recognizing him.” (Luke 24:16) 
He listens, teaches, and eats with them, yet they remain 
blind until he breaks the bread. Suddenly their eyes are 
opened — and at that very moment, he vanishes. His 
disappearance is not absence. Rather, it is revelation. The 
Risen Lord is now present in a new way, in the breaking of 
the bread and in the life of His Church.

Faith is this shift of vision. Instead of searching for a visible 
Jesus as if he were absent, we learn to recognize him 
unveiled in hidden ways — in Scripture proclaimed, in the 
Eucharist, in the sacraments, in the very life of the Church.

And what is true of him is true of us. Just as he disappears 
into the mission of his Body, we too are meant to be hidden 
in him. When we live hidden in Christ, we are seen for who 
we really are.

                                                                       — Father John Muir

Financials: February 2026

                                         FY26                             FY25  

Basket/Mail In:          6,884                            8,324

Give Central:              32,776                        34,686

Total:                         THIS YEAR               PREVIOUS YEAR

                                       $39,660                        $43,010

                                                          ($3,350)
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St. Mark | April 25

Though little is known for certain about Saint Mark’s 
life, the Gospel attributed to him is one of the most 
important scripts ever written. In the shortest of the 
four Gospels, Mark recounts Jesus’ public ministry 
in concise and vivid detail. Likely written for Roman 
Gentiles, Mark’s Gospel often describes Jewish customs 
to the reader.

The Acts of the Apostles and various Epistles speak 
of “Mark” as well as “John Mark,” who were likely 
the same person and the Gospel writer. Saint Mark is 
believed to have been born in Cyrenaica, modern-day 
Libya, under Roman rule. “John” is his Jewish name, 
and “Mark” his Roman name. Mark’s mother, named 
Mary, likely moved with Mark to Jerusalem after his 
father’s death. Their home might have been the location 
of the Last Supper and also the place where Peter went 
after the angel released him from prison (Acts 12:12). 
As a teenager, Mark might have been the young man 
wearing a linen cloth who ran off (Mark 14:51–52). 
Saint Barnabas, Saint Paul’s missionary companion, 
was either Mark’s cousin or uncle (See Colossians 4:10).

Shortly after Peter escaped from prison and arrived at 
Mark’s home, Mark traveled north to Antioch in Syria 
with Barnabas and Paul. From Antioch, he accompanied 
Barnabas and Paul on a missionary journey to Antioch 
in Pisidia, modern-day Turkey. Before completing their 
journey, Mark left Paul and Barnabas and returned 
to Jerusalem. It is unclear why Mark left, but Paul 
regarded his departure as abandonment. When Paul 
and Barnabas were setting out on another missionary 
journey, Barnabas wanted to take Mark along. Paul 
was so opposed to the idea that Barnabas and Paul 
separated (see Acts 15:37–40). Barnabas and Mark 
went to Cyprus, and Paul took another companion with 
him through Syria and Cilicia.

Mark appears to have been close to the Apostle Peter 
because Peter refers to him as “Mark, my son” (1 
Peter 5:13) in a letter addressed to several Christian 
communities. Peter sent greetings to them from 
Mark, indicating that Mark was well known to those 
communities. Peter’s letter was most likely written from 
Rome where he would be martyred. It might be that 
while Mark was with Peter in Rome, he wrote his Gospel 
at Peter’s request, basing it on Peter’s preaching.

St. Anselm | April 21

St. Anselm of Canterbury left his home in Italy to travel as a 
young man and ended up at the monastery in Bec, France, 
which was known for the teachings of its leader, Lanfranc. 
Anselm rose quickly to become abbot of the community and 
his writings are now compared in importance to those of St. 
Augustine.

In 1093 Anselm was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury 
by William II Rufus, the son and successor of William the 
Conqueror. However, at the time there was a controversy 
in Europe over whether kings or the pope had the power to 
invest bishops. Anselm, who believed only the pope should 
have the right to invest an ecclesiastical authority, spent 
much of his time as Archbishop exiled in Rome.

St. Anselm’s teaching and works of theology are his 
most important contribution to the Catholic faith. He is 
considered of the fathers of scholastic theology and his 
chief achievement in philosophy was the ontological 
argument for the existence of God. His work Cur Deus 
homo? taught that atonement for sins could only be 
achieved through Christ. He was canonized in 1494 and 
named a Doctor of the Church in 1720.
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Gospel Reflections:

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

The Story That Never Ends

The biggest mistake we can make as Christians is to think 
that the Resurrection is the end of the story.

Of course we know, logically, that it isn’t — there are whole 
books of the Bible that come after it, detailing not just 
the activities and teachings of the Risen Christ, but the 
development of the early Church and the Gospel’s first baby 
steps into the wider world. We know this.

But sometimes we don’t act like it.

The thing is, we like stories that can be tied up neatly in 
a bow. It’s why “happily ever after” is a thing. These tidy 
endings are especially satisfying following an emotional gut 
punch and a twist — for instance, let’s say the crucifixion of 
the story’s hero and a gotcha! moment where it turns out 
he’s not dead after all. Drinks all around! And…scene. The 
curtain falls.

But the curtain didn’t fall. It still hasn’t.

Look at Cleopas. He has heard the testimony of people 
he knew, people he trusted — and yet, he’s in a world of 
confusion. He’s stumbling along the road, wondering what 
to believe.

Christ gave us “happily ever after.” But what do you do with 
“happily ever after?” What do you do with the Resurrection? 
What do you do with salvation?

The Resurrection left loose ends — not because it was 
insufficient, but because it was not a final chapter. So being 
a Christian means embracing the life of a loose end. It 
means figuring out what to do with the Resurrection, with 
salvation, with forgiveness — with this hard-won “happily 
ever after” that is a gift but also a commission.

Because the curtain is still up, and we are all characters in 
the Greatest Story Ever Told.

So, what’s the next scene?

Stewardship Reflections:

Mean What You Say

Missouri is known as the “Show Me” state. There seem 
to be differing points of view as to how this motto came 
into existence, but today it is said to speak of a people 
who operate with common sense and are not easily 
fooled by slick-talking or show. We would be prudent 
to adopt such a disposition ourselves. To be this way 
is not really like St. Thomas in the Gospel when he 
doubts what he clearly sees right in front of him. It is 
more about holding ourselves to a standard explained in 
another motto: “Say what you mean and mean what you 
say.”

If we claim to be Christians, disciples of the risen Jesus, 
then those around us should be able to tell by our 
actions. Can someone truly be a disciple of Jesus and 
not be a good steward of all he has given? Jesus makes 
himself known to us continually in the Holy Eucharist. 
When we come together to break bread at Mass, Jesus 
shows us his love by becoming truly present to us. He is 
willing to show us. What are we in turn willing to show 
him?

Every day, Jesus calls us to respond in some way. Our 
response shows whether we are who we claim: his 
disciples. I am pretty sure Jesus is not from Missouri, 
but I know he is not fooled by our half-truths and 
misguided intentions. He also means what he says and 
says what he means. Shouldn’t his disciples do the 
same?
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Loaves and Fishes:                                        
The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests 
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.  

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them, 
and clean tables.  Volunteers are needed on Friday 
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00.  If you cannot arrive by 
3:30, just let us know when you sign up. Please email 
Steve Sibon - sjsibon@aol.com

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call 
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn 
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is 
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner 
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each 
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll 
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share 
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need. 
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia 

cgioia@stteresaparish.org                     

                                                                           Thank you

                              

Parish Life

Join Us For Hospitality:                                     
After the 10am and 6pm Mass   

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow 
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to 
know each other!    If you would be interested in hosting a 
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up- 

           https://signup.com/go/uwfqUZN   

Food Pantry:

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a 
new Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are 
looking for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help 
us build a team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The 
task is simple, we need amazing volunteers that will greet all 
parishioners before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, 
and possibly help them find a seat! You may think we already 
do this, but it’s not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s 
house and not being welcomed when you walk in the door, a 
place of business, or a restaurant. First impressions can be 
lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and 
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to  Jessica Marx @ 
chicago2381@hotmail.com.



Prayer

                  
                                                      
                                                                      

Mass Intentions                                                          
  5PM -  Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

10AM-  Lastenia Isaula (D)

12 PM - Kenneth Jaszczor (D) ; Miguel Alejandro Montes (D) ; 
Estella Montes (D)

 6PM-   Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased
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We pray  for those who suffers 
from illness of mind or body.
We pray for those who have 
passed away.
We pray for peace in our city 
and around the world. 
We pray for the intentions on 
our prayer cards.
We pray for survivors and 
perpetrators
of sexual abuse.

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace 
in Our World:

Mass Schedule

Saturday 4/25           5pm- Fr. Frank
Sunday 4/26            10am- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 4/26            12pm- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 4/26             6pm- Fr. Frank 

  
 

 

Blessing for the Way

Dear Lord,

As we journey through life, journey with us.

As we wrestle with uncertainty, comfort us with your 
presence.

Through distances, walk alongside us.

Bless us with your companionship,

your prayer, your sacred presence in the Eucharist. 
Amen.

Sunday Funday April 19th:               

Today is National High Five Day and Garlic Day

1897- The first Boston Marathon was held.

1919- Leslie Irvin made the first successful voluntary free-
fall parachute jump using a self-contained parachute.

1956- American actress Grace Kelly married Prince Rainier 
of Monaco.

2009- Cake Boss premiered on TLC.

If the sun exploded 7.5 minutes ago, no one would know for 
another 30 seconds.

Saudi Arabia is the largest country in the world without a 
river.
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Devotions, Explained!

The Rosary, Explained

Christians have used beads to mark the recitation of 
prayers since ancient times. In the 12th century, the 
Rosary emerged as a meditative devotion centering on 
significant moments in the lives of Jesus and Mary. In the 
words of St. Leo XIII, “there is no more excellent way of 
praying.”

The Rosary is traditionally attributed to a Marian vision 
received by St. Dominic de Guzman (1170-1221). Though 
scholarship on this point is uncertain, the Dominican 
Order was undoubtedly crucial in establishing and 
evangelizing the Rosary as a devotional prayer.

Over the centuries, the formula of the devotion eventually 
took the shape of 50 Hail Marys divided into five 
“decades,” with each decade focused on a different 
mystery. The Church has defined the Joyful Mysteries 
(to be recited on Saturdays and Mondays), the Glorious 
Mysteries (Sundays and Wednesdays), the Sorrowful 
Mysteries (Tuesdays and Fridays), and most recently the 
Luminous Mysteries (to be recited on Thursdays).

Catholic Trivia:

Question: What is the name of the Jewish feast day that 
Jesus celebrated the Last Supper on?

Answer: The Passover Feast

Catholic Q & A:

Question:

What do Catholics believe about the end of the world?

Answer:

We hear the phrase “the end of the world” casually 
today. Often in film or media, it means the end of civil 
society or the threat of human annihilation by natural 
disasters. For the Christian, our perspective is distinctly 
Christ-centered. Numerous times through the Gospel, 
Jesus notes that he will come again, even after he has 
ascended into heaven. The Church typically refers 
to this as the Second Coming of Jesus or the Latin 
“Parousia,” meaning “presence” or “arrival.”

We believe that Christ will come again, and at his 
Second Coming, temporal time will end. Human history 
will end, at least as we know it. However, it doesn’t 
mean that creation will be destroyed. The book of 
Revelation speaks of a renewal, indeed a “new heaven 
and a new earth” (Rev 21:1). Christ will come again in 
glory. Our souls will be reunited with our bodies. While 
our lives were judged individually at our deaths, which 
we call the particular judgment, something new will 
happen here. Theologians call it the general judgment 
or the last judgment, in which our deeds and the effects 
— for good or ill — will be known to all. For the early 
Christians, this second coming was hoped for! They 
knew it was the completion of God’s work of redemption 
for the human race. We, too, should pray with them, 
“Come Lord Jesus!”

      



Staff
Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor 
frfrankjohn56@gmail.com

Charisse Gioia
Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin
cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing the 
parish office as well producing our weekly 
bulletin and emails.
Charisse has been with the parish since 
2019.

Mark Neuhengen
Director of Evangelization and 
Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org       

Mark is responsible for our Parish 
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a 
graduate from Loyola University Chicago , 
holds a masters in theology and has been 
with the parish since 2019. 

                   

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org                              

Barb is responsible for our Children’s 
Faith formation programs. She and her 
husband Ed have been parishioners at St. 
Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music 
musicalnut1@mac.com

Parish Contacts                                                                                             Page 12

Staff
Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager 
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council
Anna Althoff- President
annamariealthoff@hotmail.com
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the pastor 
and represents a cross section of the parish. Together with the 
Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the Mission of the 
Parish. 

Finance Council
Don Eldred- Chair
The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial 
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor 
and business manager on financial matters, including the 
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee
Dan Summins- Chair
dsummins@hotmail.com
The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of 
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the 
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by 
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs 
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are 

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse
To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors, 

contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) Hotline 

at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local police 

department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth 

(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.


