
Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday  6 PM French Mass 

Sunday    10 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM

Daily Mass Schedule

Wednesday - 8:00AM

Baptism, Reconciliation, Anointing

Please call the office to arrange or email 
cgioia@stteraparish.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays- 6 PM to 7:30 PM

Office Hours

Weekdays: 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM

                                       

Pastor

Reverend Frank John Latzko

Address
1037 W. Armitage Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60614

773–528–6650 

www.teresa.church

                                                                “Truth suffers, but never dies.”- St Teresa of Avila
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                     Welcome
“St. Teresa of Avila Parish is an engaged community rooted in the beauty of the            

Eucharist and our Catholic faith. We want to make a difference in the lives of the people, especially those who 

are searching to discover how much God loves them and is calling them to join in the Mission of Christ to 

live His Gospel. We do so by welcoming people of all backgrounds and cultures in our parish, respecting their 

desires and questions, crossing borders and learing from those we encounter. You are welcomed to join in the 

Mission of building bridges and sharing the Good News of Christ.”

Are you interested in making St. Teresa’s your spiritual home? Or just want to learn more about our community? 
Fill out the below form and drop it in the collection basket or join online at teresa.church/join.

Name

Email							       Phone

Address

Ministries of Interest

Community Ministries
If you want to serve the St. Teresa’s community 
in our liturgies or our planning, there are many 
opportunities for you!

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teresa.church/rcia

If you are interested in joining the Catholic Church, or helping 
those through that process as a companion.

Lectors
teresa.church/lectors

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Eucharistic Ministers
teresa.church/eucharistic-ministers

Email eric.fredericks+lm@gmail.com for more information.

Pastoral Council
teresa.church/pastoral-council

Represent the parish and help advise the pastor in our mission 
and vision for our community.

Finance Council
teresa.church/finance-council

Reviews financial documents and position of the parish and 
advise pastor and business manager on financial decisions. 
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                     Welcome
In fulfilling our mission to be “Faith & Spirit. Alive.” we invite you to get involved with your 

family here at St. Teresa of Avila parish.

Outreach Ministries
We have a variety of opportunites you can join to get 
involved and help serve our community, the Lincoln 
park area, and the city of Chicago.

Welcome the Stranger
Join with parishioners from St. Teresa of Avila, St. Josaphat and others in the 
Lincoln Park Community to support a refugee family’s journey in Chicago. 
Please fill out this link and we will add you to our updates and emails! https://
bit.ly/welcomethestrangerLP. Additionally, if you would like to work directly 
with a refugee family, you can sign up at any time for a 3 hour Engaging with 

Refugees:Cross-Cultural Training https://exodusworldservice.org/register/.

Loaves and Fishes Dinner
teresa.church/loaves-and-fishes

Weekly soup kitchen feeding and sitting with people in need of a 
meal.

La Posada Border Ministry
teresa.church/border-ministry

Travel to the border to help and understand those seeking asylum.

Food Pantry
teresa.church/food-pantry

Our parish food pantry is a welcoming, dependable source of 
nutritious food, respect and social contact to the needy of our 
community.

Spiritual Ministries
There are many ministries at St. Teresa’s that celebrate 
our faith via small christian communities, serving in 
our liturgies, and learning more.

Women’s Spirituality
teresa.church/womens-spirituality

Meets the Last Tuesday of the month to provide a supportive 
space for prayer and reflection.

Men’s Spirituality
teresa.church/mens-spirituality

Meets virtually every Tuesdays at 7am to come together and 
discuss what it means to be a disciple. Email cdeanhockey@gmail.
com to get the link and join. 

Bible Studies/Discussion Groups
Throughout the year there are bible studies you can join or maybe 
a book study with Fr. Frank. Schedules change throughout the 
year, so stay tuned!

Religious Education
teresa.church/religious-education

Whether it’s our Montessori based Catechesis of the Good 
Shephard for children, EDGE Middle School ministry, QUEST 
High School Ministry, or SPRED Ministry for those with special 
needs, St. Teresa’s has a wide array for programs to meet the needs 
of our children.

Communauté Catholique Francophone de Chicago
teresa.church/french-community

St. Teresa’s is home to a wonderful and vibrant French community.
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This Sunday’s Readings:

First Reading: Then there appeared to them tongues as of 
fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them.

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:3-4)

Second Reading: As a body is one though it has many 
parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one 
body, so also Christ. (1 Cor 12:12)

Gospel: Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” (Jn 20:21)

Feasts and Saints:

5/25- The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church

5/26- St. Philip Neri, Priest

5/27- St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop

5/29- St. Paul VI, Pope

Gospel Meditation: Pentecost Sunday

“He breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and 
whose sins you retain are retained.’” (John 20:22–23)

For those of us who go to confession regularly, there is 
often a familiar frustration: “Why do I keep confessing 
the same sins?” It can feel like a loop, cleansed but 
unchanged. Pentecost reveals a hopeful perspective. 
When the Risen Jesus breathes on his ashamed and 
fearful disciples and gives them the Holy Spirit, he echoes 
Genesis, when God breathes life into Adam. This is not just 
primarily the removal of guilt, but new creation.

In confession, we receive more than forgiveness. We 
receive a fresh outpouring, the breath of the Spirit, and 
a renewed mission. Jesus does not say to us, “You’re 
forgiven, now go back to your old life.” He says, so to 
speak, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” (John 
20:21) That is why penance is not just saying a few 
prayers. It is reorientation. It is the Spirit summoning us to 
live differently: with mercy and healing.

Just as Adam was sent into the world, and the Apostles 
were sent out after Pentecost, so too we are sent from the 
confessional — not just clean, but consecrated.

Pentecost Challenge: After your next confession, ask the 
Holy Spirit for one way you can participate in Christ’s 
healing will for you. Then take one small, concrete step, 
and do not look back.

                                                                      — Father John Muir

Financials: February 2026

                                         FY26                             FY25  

Basket/Mail In:          6,884                            8,324

Give Central:              32,776                        34,686

Total:                         THIS YEAR               PREVIOUS YEAR

                                       $39,660                        $43,010

                                                          ($3,350)
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St. Philip Neri | May 26

St. Philip Neri (1515 – 1595) was born in Italy and went 
to school as a child at the Dominican monastery in 
Florence. His family had hopes that he would work with 
his uncle, a wealthy merchant, and ultimately inherit 
his business and fortune but, shortly after beginning 
his work with him, Neri had a personal conversion. He 
decided to move to Rome to live a life of service.

For 13 years in Rome, Neri lived as a layperson, daily 
engaged in prayer and the apostolate. Even as a 
layperson he brought the Gospel of Jesus to everyone 
he met. He was eventually ordained to the priesthood 
and became known as a compassionate confessor, 
quick to disarm those around him with a joke or a kind 
word.

He is remembered as extremely approachable and 
jovial. He was kind, entertaining, and spontaneous in 
his approach which inspired many. He led prayer groups 
and excursions to visit other churches which often 
included music and picnics, and his council was sought 
by rich and poor alike. He was a strict vegetarian and 
was known to relocate animals and birds found inside 
the church back into the wild.

St. Philip Neri founded The Congregation of the Oratory. 
This secular order included priests and brothers and did 
not bind them under religious vows, but instead by a 
bond of charity. These men lived together in community 
and served those in need with happy hearts.

St. Philip Neri’s ability to increase his fellow religious 
leader’s faith coupled with his closeness with the 
common people in Rome cemented his reputation as 
the Apostle of Rome, called by God to evangelize the 
Holy City. His Congregation of the Oratory is still active 
today accomplishing the same mission. St. Philip Neri, 
pray for us!

From Fr. Frank:

Fr. Pedro Arrupe

Falling in Love...

Rest of Poem from a homily by Fr. Frank
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Gospel Reflections:

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Signs of Life

If you’re asthmatic, you know the phrase “as natural as 
breathing” doesn’t always make a lot of sense.

Maybe that’s because breathing isn’t always natural. 
Sometimes, it’s supernatural.

I come from a family of asthmatics. In my earliest childhood 
memories, my sister’s nose and mouth are covered with 
a bulbous plastic mask connected by clear tubes to her 
transportable nebulizer. The machine whirs loudly as it 
vaporizes the medication that will open her lungs. In these 
memories, I watch my sister — her little eyes wide, her 
chest contracting and constricting with great difficulty — 
and wonder what it feels like.

Because I don’t have asthma, and I don’t think about 
breathing, unless I’m climbing a flight of stairs or chasing 
down one of my kids. It’s such a utilitarian thing, breathing. 
It’s unimpressive, unremarkable. Literally anyone can do it.

Until they can’t.

Dead men don’t breathe. That’s what I think as I read the 
words of John’s Gospel: “He breathed on them.” (John 
20:22) So much of what Jesus does in his resurrected Body 
is extraordinary and superhuman, making it unmistakable 
that here is a Body no longer playing by the rules of the 
physical world. He’s passing through locked doors. He’s in 
two places at once.

But today, he’s just breathing.

So we have to ask ourselves: why? His Blood no longer 
requires oxygen. If he were asthmatic, neither bonfire nor 
damp night air could cause his lungs to constrict. His Flesh 
has been perfected.

But here we see a reality that is as spiritual as it is physical: 
where there is breath, there is life.

In Genesis, God breathes into dust and creates man. In 
today’s Gospel, He breathes His Spirit onto man, and 
creates a Church.

Stewardship Reflections:

We Are Never Alone

My children want my help sometimes, and other times, 
not so much. I remember being a teenager and young 
adult myself. At times, I thought I knew everything. I 
didn’t need help because I was just so darn smart. Truth 
is, I needed to find my own way. I needed to stretch my 
wings and prove to myself and my family I could fly. I 
assume that is what is happening with my own children 
as well. It just seems so different now that I’m the 
parent.

Human beings need help. We need community, and we 
need to rely on one another. At Pentecost, we reflect on 
Jesus sending to the Church a helper, the Holy Spirit. 
God interacting with us in this manner means we are 
never truly alone. We focus most of the time on the Spirit 
of God as the assistance we need, and we do need Him 
for sure. However, since it is that very same Spirit that 
turned us into “Church” from a band of people looking to 
carry on after Jesus’ ascension, at Pentecost we gained 
more than divine help: we gained each other. 

Today, the Church needs help in a profound way. We 
need to lean on the Holy Spirit to blow through the 
Church with a profound renewal. But we cannot forget 
that we have been given each other to lean on as well. 
We are a gift to each other, and together with the Spirit’s 
help, we are the Body of Christ here on earth. We must 
be strong and stand for one another. If we do that, this 
Pentecost will bear fruit that will be with us for many 
Pentecosts to come. 
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Loaves and Fishes:                                        
The Loaves & Fishes ministry has been inviting guests 
indoors to enjoy their meal on Friday evenings.  

We need volunteers to greet our guests, serve them, 
and clean tables.  Volunteers are needed on Friday 
evenings from 3:30 to 6:00.  If you cannot arrive by 
3:30, just let us know when you sign up. Please email 
Steve Sibon - sjsibon@aol.com

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking!

Calling All Those Who Enjoy Cooking! Hearing the call 
to serve those less fortunate? Always wanted to (learn 
to) cook for a crowd? Our Loaves and Fishes Ministry is 
seeking cooks (and helpers) to prepare a warm dinner 
for the elderly and homeless in our area, served each 
Friday afternoon. For a 3-6 hour commitment, you’ll 
meet a wonderful group of people to work with, share 
kitchen tips and feel good about helping those in need. 
For more info, please contact Charisse Gioia 

cgioia@stteresaparish.org                     

                                                                           Thank you

                              

Parish Life

Join Us For Hospitality:                                     
After the 10am and 6pm Mass   

This is a wonderful way to catch up and visit with fellow 
parishioners as well as meeting new ones and getting to 
know each other!    If you would be interested in hosting a 
Sunday after the 10am Mass here is the link to sign up- 

           https://signup.com/go/uwfqUZN   

Food Pantry:

Welcome Committee:

The Parish Council is excited to announce the formation of a 
new Welcoming Committee here at St Teresa of Avila. We are 
looking for 2-3 people to help lead this initiative, and help 
us build a team of welcome volunteers for each mass. The 
task is simple, we need amazing volunteers that will greet all 
parishioners before mass with a friendly smile, a nice “hello”, 
and possibly help them find a seat! You may think we already 
do this, but it’s not consistent. Imagine walking into someone’s 
house and not being welcomed when you walk in the door, a 
place of business, or a restaurant. First impressions can be 
lasting impressions.

Please consider joining this committee because it’ll be fun and 
rewarding! If interested, please reach out to  Jessica Marx @ 
chicago2381@hotmail.com.



Prayer

                  
                                                      
                                                                      

Mass Intentions                                                          
10AM-  AnaMaria Ormazabal Moura (D)

12 PM - Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

 6PM-   Parishioners of St. Teresa of Avila Living and Deceased

 

Page 9

We pray  for those who suffers 
from illness of mind or body.
We pray for those who have 
passed away.
We pray for peace in our city 
and around the world. 
We pray for the intentions on 
our prayer cards.
We pray for survivors and 
perpetrators
of sexual abuse.

Let Us Pray For: The Sick, The Deceased and Peace 
in Our World:

Mass Schedule

Sunday 5/31       10am- Fr. Frank
Sunday 5/31       12pm- Fr. Udovic
Sunday 5/31        6pm- Fr. Udovic
  
 
Pentecost Prayer

Come Holy Spirit,

Descend upon us and fill us with the fire of Your love!

Remind us of Your dreams for us, ignite us with new 

zeal, place new visions on our hearts, and the grace to 

work alongside You.    
Amen.

Sunday Funday May 24th:

Today is National Scavenger Hunt Day

1775- John Hancock was elected president of the Second 
Continental Congress.

1830- Mary Had a Little Lamb by Sarah Josepha Hale was 
published.

1883- The Brooklyn Bridge over the East River opened, 
connecting Manhattan and Brooklyn.

1966- Broadway Show – Mame (Musical)

1976- The Concorde began regular passenger service 
between Europe and Washington DC.
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  Next Sunday!

You don't want to miss joining the Little Sisters of the 
Poor at the 25th Anniversary Celebration!

Habits on the Green

Monday, June 8

Midlothian Country Club

5000 W. 147th St. Midlothian, Illinois

Plan for an enjoyable day of golf, fun, food, friendship, 
and more to benefit the Residents of St. Mary's Home.

Sign up today for this un-fore-gettable event!
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Devotions, Explained!

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Explained

Our Lady of Perpetual Help refers both to a title conferred 
upon the Blessed Mother as well as to a corresponding 
icon that dates to the late Middle Ages.

Painted on wood, the original icon has a Byzantine style 
and depicts the Blessed Mother holding the Christ Child. 
She is flanked by St. Michael and St. Gabriel, who hold the 
instruments of Christ’s passion, including a spear, nails 
and the Crown of Thorns. In the image, Christ seemingly 
leans into his mother’s embrace for comfort and strength 
as he contemplates these objects.

The icon is thought to have originated in Crete, but for 
300 years was venerated in the Church of San Matteo in 
Merulana in Rome. Blessed Pope Pius IX entrusted the 
image to the Order of Redemptorists, who moved it to the 
Church of St. Alphonsus. He later established the Feast of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help on June 27.

Catholic Trivia:

Question: When is Trinity Sunday celebrated?

Answer: Trinity Sunday is celebrated on the Sunday after 
Pentecost.                                                          

Catholic Q & A:

Faith

Question:

Someone close to me has left the Church. How should I 
reach out to them?

Answer:

For many of us, this can be a challenging question. 
When people we love leave the Church, we may not 
always know how to relate to them in certain ways. 
Are some conversation topics off limits? Are there 
certain behaviors or decisions we can’t support in good 
conscience? When someone or something is lost, Jesus 
shows two different attitudes in his parables. 

One is actively seeking. Don’t give up on this person 
and their life of faith. Ask them about their spiritual 
journey. Invite them to spend time with you in faith 
settings, as appropriate, and outside of them. Continue 
in relationship with those you love. 

The other attitude Jesus shows is consistent witness 
in the waiting. In the parable of the Prodigal Son, the 
father doesn’t go after the son. He waits for his return. 
However, the son knows his father is trustworthy. He 
remembers his father’s fair treatment of the hired hands 
and knows it is safe to return, despite all he has done. 

Your ability to change someone is quite small. However, 
you can change yourself. Make sure you consistently 
treat others with kindness, compassion, and respect. 
If your loved one wants a deeper conversation, they’ll 
know you are a person to trust, a place to which they 
can return.

      



Staff
Fr. Frank Latzko
Pastor 
frfrankjohn56@gmail.com

Charisse Gioia
Office Manager/Technology Coordinator/
Bulletin
cgioia@stteresaparish.org

Charisse is repsonsible for managing the 
parish office as well producing our weekly 
bulletin and emails.
Charisse has been with the parish since 
2019.

Mark Neuhengen
Director of Evangelization and 
Parish Mission
mneuhengen@stteresaparish.org       

Mark is responsible for our Parish 
Evangelization and Ministry. Mark is a 
graduate from Loyola University Chicago , 
holds a masters in theology and has been 
with the parish since 2019. 

                   

Barbara McHugh
Religious Education
bmchugh@stteresaparish.org                              

Barb is responsible for our Children’s 
Faith formation programs. She and her 
husband Ed have been parishioners at St. 
Teresa’s for over 30 years.

Carol Spalla-Malone
Part-Time Business Manager
cspalla@archicago.org

Jason Krumwiede
Director of Music 
musicalnut1@mac.com
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Staff
Housekeeping
Irma Saavedra

Sergio Mora
Building & Facilities Manager 
smora@stteresaparish.org

Parish Council
Anna Althoff- President
annamariealthoff@hotmail.com
The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the pastor 
and represents a cross section of the parish. Together with the 
Pastor, the PPC helps to craft and carry out the Mission of the 
Parish. 

Finance Council
Don Eldred- Chair
The St. Teresa Finance Council reviews the financial 
documents and position of the parish and advises the pastor 
and business manager on financial matters, including the 
preparation of the annual parish budget.

Stewardship Committee
Dan Summins- Chair
dsummins@hotmail.com
The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to foster a sense of 
gratefulness and response of increased sharing of gifts in the 
parish and communities we seek to support. We do this by 
creating, encouraging and communicating ideas and programs 
that help parishioners recognize and share their gifts.

Contributing to the Bulletin
Past bulletins and guidelines for submitting to the bulletin are 

available on our website at: www.teresa.church/bulletins

How to Report Sexual Abuse
To report an allegation of sexual abuse and/or neglect of minors, 

contact the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) Hotline 

at 800.25.ABUSE (800.252.2873) and/or contact your local police 

department.

You can also contact the Office of Protection of Children and Youth 

(OPCY) at 312.534.5254.


