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Concours Mondial de Bruxelles - this year in Bordeaux!
One of the largest and most most prestigious wine contests - Concours Mondial de Bruxelles - took place between 18th and 20th April in the Palais des Congrès Bordeaux-Lac.  This was the competition's 15th edition which attracted 6,189 samples from 48 countries, of which 5,890 were wines and 299 spirits.

I have written in the media of the merits of this renowned  international competition on a number of occasions, as I have been participating as a member of  the jury at this contest ever since 1999.  To recap, however, Concours Mondial de Bruxelles was founded by Louis Havaux, at the time president of FIJEV (the international federation of journalists and wine writers), now still the editor-in-chief of the bilingual VINO magazine, which is published in the Benelux countries.  The competition first took place in 1994 in Bruges, where some 860 samples participated. This number has been growing steadily to today's proportions and so it moved for a period of several years to Brussels before traversing the whole of Belgium – back to Bruges, then on to Antwerp, Liège, Ostend...  In 2006 the decision was made to affirm the event' s international character and it headed to Lisbon - at this time Louis' son Baudouin took over the running of the contest.  In 2007 the Concours Mondial de Bruxelles was held in Maastricht, this year it was in Bordeaux and today we already know that next year this roving competition will be hosted by the city of Valencia.  However, despite these peregrinations, the Concours Mondial de Bruxelles still preserves its "appellation d'origine" status and the reference to the capital city of Europe.  

This year several hotels at the complex Bordeaux-Lac, next to the exhibition halls in which the world's largest wine fair VINEXPO takes place every two years, accommodated 240 tasters from all around the world coming from New Zealand through Patagonia, Columbia, Venezuela, Mexico and north America, from South Africa through Tunisia to the whole of Europe and as far away as Taiwan and Japan.  They sat in 45 tasting committees and for three days marked around 50 samples per day.  I was the only representative invited from the Czech Republic and chaired Jury No. 34, which contained tasters from Hungary, Spain, Italy and France.  180 organisers, sommeliers and students from the Bordeaux hotel school assisited in the running of this international competition during which 23,200 bottles were opened, 2,000 Spiegelau glasses used, 34,000 official tasting sheets filled and 29 tonnes of materials recycled plus, of course, 22 kg of corks.

From the 72 samples entered from the Czech Republic, 17 conquered Bordeaux with medals, of which six were gold!  Golds were awarded to:  Bohemia Sekt Českomoravská Vinařská a.s. (Louis Girardot 2003); Drápal Oldřich (Traminer 2004); Mikrosvín (Traminer 2006); Moravské vinařské závody Bzenec (Ego N 81 Riesling 2006); Skoupil Petr (Merlot 2006 barrique) and Znovín Znojmo (Riesling 2006).  Silvers went to Bohemia Sekt Prestige Demi-Sec; Vinařství Drápal Oldřich for both Pinot Gris 2005 and Riesling 2004; Ego N 57 Chardonnay 2005, Ego N 72 Grüner Veltliner 2006 and Ego N 72 Grüner Veltliner 2005 from Moravské vinařské závody in Bzenec; Chardonnay 2007, Cuvée Ardea 2006 and Cuvée Cygnus 2006 from Nové vinařství; Sauvignon Blanc 2003 from Vinařství Ovčáčík and Pálava 2006 from Vinselekt Michlovský.  
I heartily congratulate all the medal winners!
Helena Baker, AIWS
Full results and further information can be found on:  www.concoursmondial.eu
