The Czech Republic Sauvignon Forum competition received prestigious international recognition 
Wines from New Zealand and Israel are the champions of Sauvignon Forum 2011!
The three-day Czech Republic Sauvignon Forum international wine competition culminated in Mikulov with a ceremonial gala evening that was attended by the ambassador of Israel J.E. Jaakov Levy and other prominent persons. Out of 248 competing wines from 18 countries, the winner among white wines was the Sauvignon Astrolabe 2009 Voyage from New Zealand, and the title for the red champion goes to the Israeli winery Segal for its Cabernet Sauvignon 2007. The prize for the best wine collection (6 highest rated wines) was won by Znovín Znojmo a.s. Eligible to compete in their categories were still white, rose and red wines made from Sauvignon (Sauvignon blanc) and Cabernet Sauvignon grape varieties and their cuvée, provided they contained at least 40% of one of these varieties.
The competition - the judging panel of which included 10 domestic judges and 18 international experts, many of which belong to the absolute global degustation elite - received high praise from the experts that were present as well as an exceptionally valued recognition by the observer from the International Organisation for Vine and Wine O.I.V., Mrs. Ingrid Adamiker: “It is quite symbolic that the competition is culminating on the day when the Czech ambassador in Paris, J.E. Marie Chatard, meets the O.I.V. Director General Mr. Federico Castellucci for the first time. I am very happy to be able to state that the Czech Republic Sauvignon Forum completely fulfilled all of our requirements and that next year we will be glad to welcome its application among the most significant competitions that will be held under the patronage of the O.I.V. For everyone, producers as well as consumers, it is important to know that there are competitions in the world where the gold medal has the same value whether the competition is held in Germany, the Czech Republic, France or Israel. This is guaranteed by the O.I.V. patronage that guarantees strict compliance with all international rules. And the Sauvignon Forum is such a competition.”
“I can say that it is rare to see competing wines of such even quality,” stated the competition director doc. Ing. Miloš Michlovský, DrSc on behalf of the organizing company Vinselekt Michlovský a.s. “When selecting the champion from the wines that advanced as the best ones from the commissions of the qualifying round, we were always deciding among six magnificent wines, of which each one had a chance to become the champion of not only the Sauvignon Forum, but of any large international competition. But in both cases the final commission agreed on the winner unanimously. An interesting fact is that the winner in the white Sauvignon category was from the same New Zealand Astrolabe winery that also won the last Sauvignon Forum in 2008.”
“The wine judging was completely objective and professional. The judges evaluated anonymous, blind samples and thanks to a special computer program and time plan, they had ample time for each wine. The results are very convincing thanks to the exceptional professionalism and quality of the judges that accepted our invitation,” stated in the end the president of the international jury Dr. Luboš Bárta. “In addition to the judging itself, we prepared a very interesting general program for international guests, which acquainted them with the quality of winemaking in Moravia: we visited the Gotberg modern winery, the National Wine Center and the Wine Salon of the Czech Republic, we prepared non-competition tasting of additional vine varieties grown in our country. This is also a way of letting the world know about the quality of our winemaking.” In addition to Vinselekt Michlovský, the Wine Fund, National Wine Center and the Association of Czech Wine Growers also participated in the competition organization. According to O.I.V. international regulations, the complete results may only be published 7 days after the end of the competition -- they will be made available at www.sauvignonforum.com on Monday, February 7. At this point, we are allowed to announce only the champions and winners of individual categories.
A1 – White dry wines from the Sauvignon variety – Astrolabe 2009 Voyage, New Zealand (In Vino trading Bratislava) – champion of white wines
A2 – White medium dry wines from the Sauvignon variety – Morande Edición Limitada Sauvignon blanc 2009, Chile, (Vicom Praha) 
A3 – White medium sweet wines from the Sauvignon variety – Sauvignon 2009 selected overripe berries, Vinařství Kovács, Novosedly

B1 – Red dry wines from the Cabernet Sauvignon variety – Segal 2007, Barkan, Israel (ILT Trading, Bratislava)

C1 – Rose wines from the Cabernet Sauvignon variety – Cabernet Sauvignon rosé 2010 late harvest, Víno Matyšák, Pezinok (SK)

D – Naturally sweet and dessert wines – Sauvignon Trockenbeerenauslese 2008, Walter Kroiss, Illmitz, Austria
F1 – Red dry cuvée (at least 40% Cabernet Sauvignon variety) – Shoshana Blend 2006, Shoshana Winery, Haifa, (Vino Bizznes, Tel Aviv), Israel.

Prize of doc. Ing. Vilém Kraus, CSc. for the best judged wine made in the Czech republic from the Cabernet Sauvignon variety – Cabernet Sauvignon 2009 late harvest, Vinné sklepy Valtice a.s.

Prize of Ing. Jindřich Ševčík for the best judged wine made in the Czech republic from the Sauvignon variety – Sauvignon 2009 late harvest, Hana Mádlová, Velké Bílovice.
Doc. Ing. Miloš Michlovský DrSc., Competition Director 

Miroslav Majer, General Secretary (777 569 605)


Dr. Luboš Bárta, Chairman of the International Jury (602 270 830)

Contact: redakce@e-sommelier.cz, majerm@sauvignonforum.com
Photo by Iva Kováříková
www.e-sommelier.cz/download/SVGF300_RGB_1.jpg: Ing. Ivan Lacko, ILT Trading Bratislava (on the right), accepts the prize for the red champion of the competition from ing. Jan Zezula (in the middle), along with congratulations from the ambassador of Israel Jaakov Levy (on the left)    
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