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ACADEMIC EDUCATION 
 
Doctoral Degree in Geosciences (remote sensing), University of Potsdam, Germany Feb. 2000 

Thesis title: “Development of methods for pre-processing and calibration of the VIS-TIR 
imaging spectrometer DAIS7915” (in German) 

Graduate Studies in Geophysics, University of Munich, Germany Nov. 1987 - June 1991 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
Since 11/2004 
European Commission (EC), Directorate General Joint Research Centre (JRC), Directorate for 
Sustainable Resources, I-21027 Ispra, ITALY, Principal Scientist: 

Since 01/2017 Nature Conservation and Observation Unit 
Participation in and coordination of various internal and external Expert Groups supporting the 
COPERNICUS and HE program and other international committees and working groups (see 
below). Consulting the Knowledge Centre on Earth Observation (KCEO) and the Copernicus 
Land Management Service (CLMS) on topics such as system architecture and evolution, 
standards and references, cloud technologies, and service implementation.  
01/2013 – 12/2016 Forest Resources and Climate Unit 
Coordination of tasks related to COPERNICUS and to land reference data (e.g. Digital 
Elevation Models). Development and implementation of novel techniques for (semi-)automated 
image processing and analysis. 
11/2004 – 12/2012 Land Management & Natural Hazards Unit 
Point of reference for tasks related to pre-processing and quality issues of Earth Observation 
data for pan-European Forest Mapping and the European Forest Fire Information System. 
Development and implementation of novel techniques for (semi-) automated image processing 
and analysis. 

 
11/2000 – 11/2004 
German Aerospace Center – DLR, Remote Sensing Technology Institute, D-82230 Weßling, 
GERMANY, Senior Research Scientist: 
Team leader of the “Sensor Operations” group. Responsible for the coordination of maintenance, 
calibration and pre-processing of the institutes’ airborne optical imaging systems. Project head for the 
definition and acquisition of future EO systems and related projects. Initiation of international co-
operations. 
 
09/1999- 09/2000 
European Commission, Directorate General Joint Research Centre, Space Applications Institute, 
Environment and GeoInformation Unit, I-21020 Ispra, ITALY, Auxiliary Agent: 
Algorithm development and implementation for time series analysis of satellite data (SPOT-
VEGETATION, NOAA-AVHRR). Consultancy in imaging spectrometry and related matters. 



07/1997-09/1999 
Deutsches Zentrum für Luft und Raumfahrt, Institut für Optoelektronik, D-82230 Weßling, 
GERMANY, Research Scientist: 
Responsible coordinator of the Data-Facility and the calibration efforts for an airborne imaging 
spectrometer. Scientific studies on aspects of multi-sensor Remote Sensing. Acquisition and 
management of international co-operation projects with academic and industrial partners. 
 
04/1994-06/1997 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität, Institut für Geographie, D-80333 München GERMANY, 
Research Scientist: 
Implementation and operationalisation of the pre-processing for airborne imaging spectrometers. 
Development of quality assurance mechanisms during automatic data processing. Evaluation of 
radiometric laboratory calibration measurements and in-flight validation experiments.  
 
04/1992-03/1994 
Deutsches Zentrum für Luft und Raumfahrt, Institut für Optoelektronik, D-82230 Weßling, 
GERMANY, Research Scientist: 
Combined evaluation of SAR and imaging spectrometer data. Preparation of the German D2 Spacelab 
mission. Contribution to projects in the European Commission Research Framework programs 3&4. 
 

COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS (CURRENT AND PAST) 
 
§ Since 03/2023 Member of the Mission Advisory Group for the Copernicus Sentinel-2 Next 

Generation mission (S2NG AHEG)  
§ Since 11/2021 Co-Chair of the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites’ Land Surface 

Imaging Virtual Constellation (CEOS LSI-VC) 
§ Since 10/2019 Chair of the Terrain Mapping Sub-Group of the Committee on Earth 

Observation Satellites’ Working Group for Calibration and Validation (CEOS WGCV-
TMSG)  

§ Since 03/2018 Co-chair of the Open Geospatial Consortium’s Domain Working Group on 
Discrete Global Grid Systems (OGC DGGS DWG)  

§ Since 02/2018 Member of the Mission Advisory Group for the Copernicus High-Priority 
Candidate Mission (HPCM) ‘Copernicus Hyperspectral Imaging Mission for the 
Environment’ (CHIME MAG) 

§ Since 03/2016 Member of the Sentinel-2 Quality Working Group (S2 QWG) 
§ 2021 -2023 Member of the Ad-Hoc Expert Group for the Copernicus Sentinel-2 Next 

Generation mission (S2NG AHEG)  
§ 06/2018-06/2020 Member of the Mission Advisory Group for the Copernicus High-Priority 

Candidate Mission (HPCM) ‘Land Surface Temperature Mission’ (LSTM MAG) 
§ 2018 – 2023 Member of the NASA/USGS Landsat Science Team (LST)  
§ 04/2012 – 04/2018 Elected member of the Local and Central Staff Committees of the EC 
§ 2010-2012 & 2019-2020 Member of EPSO juries in open competitions for administrators 
§ 09/2008 – 04/2010 Leader of the JRC Task Force on “Natural Disasters” 

LANGUAGES 
 
 Listening Reading Speaking Writing 
German* C2 C2 C2 C2 
English C2 C2 C2 C2 
Italian C1 C1 B2 B2 
*mother tongue 
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