Eurac 2026 Open Research Award Nomination Template

📋 Introduction
Nominations should describe specific ways in which researchers have enhanced openness in their research group or field, tell stories of community building, present pioneering practices that have been introduced, and demonstrate how open research efforts have improved research outcomes.
This template is designed to help you reflect on your research practices and document your engagement with open science practices when applying for the 2026 ORA. Whether your work is experimental, theoretical, computational, or interventional (social sciences), this should help you surface the openness of your research and its positive outcomes.
How to use this template
· Be specific and provide evidence where possible
· You can adapt sections to fit your discipline and research type. Remove sections that don't apply.
· Use the prompts as stimuli and inspiration, not as strict requirements
· Only sections 1 and 2 are compulsory

SECTION 1: Participants details
Usually applicants submit self-nominations. However it is also possible to submit a nomination of behalf of someone else. 
Applicant information
	[bookmark: _Hlk219923172]Full Name 
	

	Field of research
	

	Institute/Center
	

	Position
	



Co- applicants & collaborators information (if applicable)
Add as many as you need.
	Full Name 
	

	Field of research
	

	Institute/Center
	

	Position
	



SECTION 2: RESEARCH OVERVIEW
Provide a narrative on a project, initiative or activity that tells the story your commitment to open science. Don’t be afraid to go into technical details if necessary. Describe challenges you've faced in implementing open science practices and how you addressed them. Describe your plans to maintain or expand open science practices.
Consider:
· Is there a community aspect to your research methods or objectives?
· Which research outputs do you regularly share?
· Are there certain research outputs that you succeed in sharing beyond your immediate academic circle?
· Who benefits from your research?

SECTION 3: PUBLICATIONS
Describe your publishing strategy.  
Consider:
· Do you often publish open access articles? Open Access books or books chapters?
· Do you use preprint servers? (e.g., arXiv, bioRxiv, SocArXiv, PsyArXiv)
· Describe your engagement with open peer review, as a reviewer or as an author. (e.g., Publons, PubPeer, ORE, open peer review journals)?
· Have you published protocols, methods papers, registered reports?
· How do you deal with data availability statements in your papers?
Evidence of your publications demonstrating open research commitment 
(include title, journal name, DOI and access type) 
Evidence of open peer review contributions 
(include role/activity, title, journal / platform name, link)

SECTION 4: DATA MANAGEMENT AND DATA SHARING 
Describe your approach to responsible data management and your efforts to make your data more FAIR and CARE. Describe if, with your work, you make a contribution to community infrastructures. Do you practices enable reusability of your data?
Consider:
· Where and how often do you deposit your data? (e.g., Zenodo, Figshare, Dryad, Pangaea, the Eurac EDP or other domain-specific repositories)
· What formats do you use for data sharing? Do you use standardized metadata schemas?
· What licenses do you assign to your data?
· Do you work on data infrastructures or tools that enable data sharing and improve data FAIRness?
· How do you ensure data quality and documentation?
· Do you publish data papers?
· Do you produce data management plans?
· Do you cite and provide links to data from your papers?
Evidence of data sharing, data FAIRness, CAREness or data reuse

SECTION 5: CODE & SOFTWARE SHARING
Describe your approach to sharing your research code and software or explain if your work enables and stimulates more sharing of code and software in the research community and beyond.
Consider:
· Which collaborative platforms do you use? (e.g., GitHub, GitLab, Bitbucket)
· How do you document your code?
· Do you provide tutorials or usage examples?
· Have you created reusable software packages?
· Do you follow version control best practices?
· Do you archive and timestamp your code in a repository?
· Do you have a strategy for licensing research software?
· Do you have a strategy for the sustainability of your research software?
Evidence of software sharing, or data reuse

SECTION 6: OPEN METHODOLOGY
Describe how you make your research methods transparent and reproducible
for Experimental Research:
· Do you share protocols? (e.g., protocols.io)
· Do you provide detailed materials lists and equipment specifications?
· Do you share raw data from instruments?
· Do you document negative results or failed experiments?
for Computational Research:
· Do you share computational workflows and pipelines?
· Do you use containerization (Docker, Singularity)?
· Do you provide environment specifications (conda, pip)?
· Do you share parameter configurations?
for Interventional/Social Sciences/Medical Research:
· Do you pre-register studies? (e.g., OSF, AsPredicted, clinicaltrials.gov)
· Do you share interview guides, surveys, or intervention protocols?
· Do you document participant recruitment strategies?
· Do you share de-identified qualitative data when appropriate?
for Theoretical Research:
· Do you share mathematical derivations and proofs?
· Do you provide supplementary materials with full calculations?
· Do you share model specifications and assumptions?

SECTION 7: REPRODUCIBILITY
Reproducibility Resources
Tell us about resources or tools or methods you've created or contributed to, to enable and enhance reproducibility.
Pre-registration & registered reports
Describe your experience with pre-registration.
Consider:
· If you have done it at least once, which platforms did you use? (OSF, AsPredicted, clinicaltrials.gov, others). If yes give references.
· What did you pre-register? (hypotheses, methods, analysis plans)
· How has pre-registration improved your research?
· Have you published Registered Reports? If yes give details of the publication(s).
Evidence of pre-registration & registered reports

SECTION 8: OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
Describe educational resources you've made openly available, for whom and document their impact, if possible.
Evidence of Educational Resources 
(include title, type of resource, platform, link)

SECTION 9: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH
Describe your efforts toward opening up research to non-academic participants and communities, through citizen science or participatory research methods. List any association/group or event where you have made specific contributions.
Consider:
· Have you developed new participatory approaches?
· Do you mentor others in open science practices?
· Are you involved in open science advocacy or policy work?

SECTION 10: IMPACT & REUSE
Tell us how your open research has been used by others. Think both in qualitative and quantitative terms.
Consider:
· How many times has your open data been cited, downloaded or accessed?
· How many times has your code been forked or starred?
· Have others built upon your open resources?
· Have you received feedback or contributions from the community?
· Can you document cases where your open practices accelerated research?
Impact Metrics
Quantitative indicators (provide what's available):
	Metric
	Value
	Source/Evidence

	Dataset downloads
	
	

	Code repository stars
	
	

	Code repository forks
	
	

	Citations to data papers
	
	

	Citations to software papers
	
	

	Protocol views
	
	

	Educational resource views
	
	




Appendix: Additional elements to highlight
For Experimental Researchers
·  Lab notebooks (electronic or open)
·  Equipment specifications and calibration data
·  Sample preparation protocols
·  Raw instrument output files
·  Negative results or null findings
·  Replication studies
For Computational Researchers
·  Complete computational workflows
·  Container images (Docker, Singularity)
·  Environment files (requirements.txt, environment.yml)
·  Benchmark datasets
·  Performance metrics
·  Computational notebooks (Jupyter, R Markdown)
·  Continuous integration setup
For Interventional/Social Sciences/Medical Researchers
·  Pre-registered study protocols
·  IRB/Ethics approval documentation (redacted as needed)
·  Informed consent templates
·  Interview guides or survey instruments
·  Codebooks for qualitative data
·  De-identification procedures
·  Participant recruitment materials
·  Intervention fidelity measures
For Theoretical Researchers
·  Complete mathematical derivations
·  Proof documents
·  Assumption documentation
·  Model specifications
·  Theoretical framework diagrams
·  Conceptual replications


Good luck with your application!
Remember: Open science is not about perfection—it's about progress, transparency, and community. 
