SANDEMAN ADDS WORKS BY MARIO BELEM
TO ITS ART HERITAGE COLLECTION SANDEMAN

FORTO PORTUGAL

Press Release, 151" March 2021 — Sandeman commissioned renowned urban
artist Mario Belém to create a collection of new works of art. His specific brief
was to integrate the historical iconography of the brand within the universe of
contemporary art. The works can be viewed in The Sandeman Gallery, created

online recently.

Sandeman’s relationship with art can be traced back to its origins. At that time, several artists
were invited to contribute to the visual universe of a brand that has always valued an innova-
tive and sophisticated approach in its communication. The Sandeman Gallery is the brand’s
new online gallery that offers an opportunity to revisit its extraordinary artistic heritage, by
showcasing objects, drawings, paintings, and other works that are part of the Sandeman tra-
dition. It also brings the brand’s broad-based commitment into focus and brings it closer to
the artistic universe, imbuing its history with continuity through it successive artistic part-
nerships. This is a path that Sandeman wants to keep pursuing and sharing with everyone by
incorporating the art that comes from such collaboration in its products and communica-

tions.

It was against this background that Mario Belém was invited to author a collection of new

works inspired by the advertisements and historical collaborations of the century-old Port
Wine brand. Asked to create his own visual representation of Sandeman, the digital illustra-
tor and graphic artist immersed himself in the brand's iconographic heritage to produce orig-
inal works of art reflecting the characteristic traces of his style, which may now be admired

at The Sandeman Gallery.

The urban artist welcomed the invitation: “Sandeman is a pivotal Port Wine brand with a
powerful graphical component that is part of the Portuguese collective imagination. I ac-
cepted the challenge of working with a brand with such a strong heritage without hesita-

tion, and I sought to bring the street art universe into this collection”, said Mario Belém.
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In this collection, the artist takes us on a journey through the history of the brand from his
perspective. The result is an imaginary alley composed of reinterpretations and allusions. It
evokes iconographic elements of Sandeman's history through the application of a language
closer to street art, thus drawing history towards the contemporary. The backdrop of the
street reinforces the message that art is no longer confined to a gallery, the familiar place
where Sandeman traditionally exhibits its posters, tiles, murals and other public artistic in-

terventions.

Mario Belém is an extraordinary storyteller whose visually rich work includes an abundance
of Portuguese cultural elements, often overlaid with different meanings as well as hidden de-

tails that beckon viewers to discover them.

Sandeman's close relationship with art has resulted in partnerships with artists such as the
famous Jean d’Ylen. It was George Massiot-Brown from Scotland who created the mythical
figure The Don in 1928, with his iconic hat typical of Jerez de la Frontera and the traditional
black cloak worn by Portuguese university students. The history of this iconic brand is alive
and well in the Sandeman Cellars and at Quinta do Seixo — both venues are open to the public

to visit — and is now also only a click away in The Sandeman Gallery.

Videos:
Sandeman — The Don | Centauro | Grapes | Barrel | Harvest | Loxton Knight — Femme-Fatale
StreetArt | Bottles
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https://www.sandeman.com/sandeman-arts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZWxw7FNYOA&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rs_qO4bK30w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=korG_QVD8rE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bYx9H6pnJc&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxaqJFi1--s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5QISZRm7BE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLx5IE954j4&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2y4ywOshIY&t=3s

