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SOGRAPE VENTURES ANNOUNCES ITS FIRST INVESTMENT  

IN THE START-UP CANDAM TECH  

 

Sogrape invests in a Spanish start-up pioneering innovation and sustainability in 

waste recycling management, joining a prestigious list of investors 

 

 
Press Release 04/10/2024 – Sogrape, a leading family-owned wine company in Portugal, 

reveals its first investment through the Sogrape Ventures Risk Capital Fund in Candam 

Tech, a Spanish company pioneering hardware and software solutions for waste 

management, with a special focus on beverage packaging, particularly glass and aluminum.  

This investment round, totalling 1.1 million euros, includes Sogrape and other significant 

investors such as EIT InnoEnergy, Impact Ventures, Enion Venture Partners, and CDTI Invierte, 

some of the most important players in the European Venture Capital scene.  

Founded in 2019, Candam Tech develops systems that, through an innovative approach, 

encourage correct recycling practices by enabling reward schemes associated with incentives 

for those who effectively separate waste. One of the standout products of this Spanish start-up 

is the RecySmart "Smart ring," a device that uses patented acoustic material recognition 

technology. This system, powered by a robust Artificial Intelligence model, recognizes the types 

of packaging material introduced into containers in real-time. Candam Tech's products are 

already present in the market, with established contracts with waste management companies 

and participation in pilot projects with various stakeholders in the Iberian Peninsula, including 

municipalities, retailers, and the industry, such as Sociedade Ponto Verde, Tratolixo, Câmara 

Municipal de Mafra, Pre Zero, Sotkon, Plataforma Vidro+, and AIVE – Associação dos 

Industriais do Vidro de Embalagens, among others, reinforcing its credibility, commitment, and 

total alignment with industry leaders. 

“Candam Technologies is pleased to announce the incorporation of Sogrape, through its Sogrape Ventures 

Investment Fund, as a new strategic investor. This partnership will allow Candam to accelerate its 

expansion in Portugal and other key markets in Europe, further strengthening its presence on the 

continent. Through this alliance, both companies join forces to tackle one of today's main environmental 

challenges: efficient waste management and the promotion of the circular economy in the region. Sogrape 

and Candam are committed to leading the transition to greater sustainability, not only meeting 

regulatory requirements but also adopting technological solutions that provide tangible positive impacts, 

both locally and globally”, says Jordi Berguinzo, CEO of Candam Technologies.  
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“This investment is a strategic decision for Sogrape, as it aligns with our Sustainability commitments, 

particularly in terms of recycling the glass from our bottles, and is a real demonstration of our positioning 

and Iberian focus. Additionally, it positions us alongside solid Venture Capital partners, supporting a 

company that we believe can revolutionize the waste management industry. We are excited about the 

potential of this partnership and the positive impact it will have on our environment, our communities, 

and our industry”, says André Campos, Executive Board Member of Sogrape. 

This investment represents a significant step in Sogrape's commitment to innovation and 

sustainability in the wine sector. Launched at the end of 2023, the Sogrape Ventures Fund aims 

to invest in and accelerate the ecosystem of disruptive start-ups with innovative solutions 

within the wine industry's value chain in particular, and the beverage industry in general, 

favoring early-stage projects with a positive approach to ESG (Environmental, Social, and 

Corporate Governance) aspects. 

The Fund, with capital fully owned by Sogrape, is managed by Beta Capital, a reference entity 

in the Venture Capital area in Portugal. 

For more information, visit Sogrape Ventures.  

 

 

About Sogrape  

Founded in 1942 by Fernando Van Zeller Guedes, Sogrape was born to showcase the quality of 

Portuguese wines to the world. From a winery in the Douro region focused on producing Mateus Rosé, 

this family business has become global, with a presence in over 120 markets, now owning more than 

1,600 hectares of vineyards distributed across Portugal, Spain, Chile, Argentina, and New Zealand.  

Driven by the purpose of bringing Friendship and Happiness to everyone it touches through its wonderful wines, 

the family spirit and peak performing team culture at Sogrape are key to the successful path they have 

been building for over 80 years.  

Under the leadership of Fernando da Cunha Guedes, the current President and representative of the 3rd 

generation of the founding family, the leading company in Portugal aims to spread Sograpiness around 

the world and establish itself as a catalyst for positive social change, respecting the limits of the planet 

and building a more sustainable and inclusive future.  
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