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Polyphonic Reverb brings into focus practices based in Australia
and Aotearoa with connections to, histories in, and ongoing
resonances of the near Pacific, with emphasis on Polynesia and
Melanesia. The project forms as an interconnected tapestry

of new and recent projects that draw attention to Australia’s
most proximous geographical region. The exhibition focuses
on voices that reflect diasporic and migratory influence of

the Pacific, and how, in turn, their embodied identities may

be in part disembodied through distance and dislocation. Of
particular note are complexities of exchange and power, and
the collision and convergence of specific cultural traditions with
dominating western influences.

Of centrality to Polyphonic Reverb are the crosscurrents of
cultural, political and social impacts and influence occurring
and evolving over generations to consider the echoes of
cultural belonging, embodiment and knowledge transference in
connection with places afar. On a continent such as Australia,
so often regarded as geographically distant as to consider itself
antipodean, how does it consider its own peripheralised nation
neighbours, beyond the extraction of their resources, as sites
for extraterritorial detention, or as strategically advantageous
military and security positions. Polyphonic Reverb brings
together works by a selection of leading artists based in
Australia and Aotearoa to reflect the near Pacific, manifesting
dialogue on cultural interchange, hybridity, responsibility,
custodianship and colonial legacies.

Gertrude would like to acknowledge and thank our generous
supporters, patrons, sponsors and programming partners
whose support enables us to continue building the careers of
Australia’'s contemporary artists.

Gertrude is supported by the Victorian Government

through Creative Victoria; the Australia Council, the Federal
Government’s arts funding and advisory body; and through the
Visual Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian,
State and Territory Governments.

Gertrude acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional owners and custodians of the land and waters on which we operate. We pay our respects to the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin

Nation and their ancestors and Elders - past, present, and future.
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