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wannabe

When I'm in a department store I'm Joan Collins
I'm Grace Kelly, Liz Taylor and Coco Chanel
All rolled into one

When | holiday at Byron Bay I'm a nymph

An earth mother. I'm 19

I'm the fifth member of the Mamas and the Papas
I'm every lithe hippy girl without a bra

When | see my boss I'm Donald Trump

I'm Germaine Greer with better hair

And a Melrose Place suit

I'm Amanda but I’'m gonna own the company
I'm Agent Scully on the cover of Sky magazine

At the beach | breathe in
At work | stand tall

At dinner | don’t eat
And in bed | panic

When | meet you through friends and you're elegant and learned
I'll eat chocolate and wear slippers
Watch TV for a week

If you find God and see fault in the world, I'll burn incense
Eat lentils

Spend the weekend at an ashram

And if | bump into you and you have a partner
Two kids and you're happy

I'll be slim, single and in a dash for a flight

I’'m going overseas...

Interstate, to a lunch

Can’t be late

| buy magazines and feel superficial
| read them and feel dissatisfied

| buy their products and they don’t work
| pay with plastic - it never fails

| go to the cinema and you're all gorgeous
Everyone’s in love

In lust

In danger

Incognito



| go back into the street

Dark glasses and a strange walk
I'm Pussy Galore

Juliet

I'm a Scottish drug addict

I'm Elle and Claudia

I'm late for work

The last time | was me, it didn’t work

| was too freckied

| broke wind, my nails chipped

| hadn't read Rushdie and I'd voted for the wrong guy
Silverchair and | hadn’t been to the opera

The last time | was me, frankly, | was a disappointment

The time before that
My clothes were creased, my bun came down

My stockings laddered, | tripped in my stilettos
| was allergic to the pesto

Then there was that other time

| got really sunburnt

And | didn’t know the lingo

My navel wasn't pierced

You wouldn’t have wanted to see my navel anyway

Sometimes | think

Stuff it, they can take me as | am

Then | see someone better and | try again

| change hair colour, pluck my eyebrows, buy BRW

Look into leasing a BMW

Or else | inquire into airline fares

| resign from my job and get a pocket sized Italian dictionary

Other times | might walk to work for three mornings in a row
Not drink any beer

Or coffee

Say how much better | feel

And reel off lots of memos

And, at even other times

| might look at moving, think about growing my hair
Sewing my own clothes and breeding dogs

| talk about getting out of the rat race

Finding my inner peace - going organic

Jacquie Byron, 1997
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